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BECAUSE I AM A TEAM PLAYER, 
I KNOW THAT ‘TOGETHER IS BETTER’, AND WE WILL ALL LIVE OUR 

LIVES LIKE JESUS. 

* I cooperate with others in all that I do.  

* I value everyone's work.  

* I share with others.  

* I respect and listen to others.  

* I think of others before myself.  

* I follow rules of fair play.  

* I work hard in school so that I can be a part of a community  

 

THE SEASON OF LENT  

 
Lent is a time of preparation which allows us to fully celebrate the joy of the 

Resurrection and reflect on the gift of salvation.. Help our children, no matter their 

ages, to understand that Lent is more than just “giving something up.”  Lent is a time 

for prayerful reflection which allows us to properly celebrate and understand the gifts 

of forgiveness, salvation and eternal life given to us through Christ’s passion, death 

and resurrection.  Pray as a family, talk about what these gifts mean and teach about 
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the symbols of Lent, since all of these lead us to the joy of Easter.  Instead of dreading 

Lent, you can help our children rejoice in its ability to bring us closer to God. 

 

FAMILY MATH NIGHT  

 
As part of our School Improvement Plan, and with the support of our Catholic 

School Council and the Ministry, we have been given a grant to help promote a 

Growth Mindset in the area of Mathematics.  Our school team is organizing another 

Family Math Night  for all of our families as well as the families from St. Michael 

School to come out to have some fun while learning about mathematics.  Our Family 

Math Night is on Thursday March 1 from 6:30-8:00 pm.  Lots of fun activities are 

planned and you will even get a take home bag of goodies.  Thank you for working 

together with us to promote student achievement.   

 

KINDNESS CAMPAIGN 

McMaster Student Nurses, Nurse Deb and our Health Action Team are continuing to 

work on the Kindness Rock Project.  Check out how SMDY Rocks! 

 

  

  
 

 
We are continuing our Caught You Caring campaign as we are watching to catch 

others doing random acts of kindness! 

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL FUND RAISER 

 
Our Catholic School Council may be running a Big Box of Cards Fund Raiser.  Stay 

tuned for more details. 

 

POPCORN SALES FOR OUR NUTRITION PROGRAM 

We will be selling bags of Kernel Popcorn for $2 per bag on Fridays to help finance 

 

Parish Links 

St. Catherine of Siena 

905-383-3381 

stcatherineofsienachurch.ca  

Prayer to 

St. Marguerite dôYouville 

 

Saint Marguerite 

d'Youville,  

we turn to you in humble 

prayer 

because your life speaks to 

us 

of goodness, compassion 

and love 

in a world of suffering, 

anguish and pain. 

It is not unlike the world 
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you knew 

as you went about doing 

good  

with a great love for the 

human family, 

with preference for the 

poorest of all. 

Your dream of universal 

charity  

became a mission in the 

Church. 

We give thanks to you for 

the  

inspiring vision that is ours 

today 

as your dream lives on. 

May we learn as you did 

the life-giving power of 

love, 

the profound peace of 

unfailing trust, 

the deep mystery of 

suffering and pain, 

the comfort of prayer. 

Saint Marguerite, teach us 

to listen, 

In the silence of our hearts, 

to the God of Mercy and 

Compassion. 

that we, too, may be signs 

of God’s love 

to all people of our world. 

Amen. 

St. Marguerite d’Youville, 

Pray for us. 

Amen.   

Follow us on Twitter 

@stmyces 

our Nutrition Program.  Sales will happen on Fridays.  Please note that if there is a 

holiday during the week or a PA Day on a Friday, no popcorn will be sold. 

 
 

 

CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE INFORMATION 

The Saint John's Bible is coming to Corpus Christi  

The Corpus Christi CWL invite men and women to view The Saint John’s Bible on 

Tuesday, March 6 between 5 – 6:30 p.m. in the P.J. Daly Room. The CWL have 

booked the Gospels and Acts and Wisdom Books volumes. These colourful works of 

art are touring schools and churches in the Hamilton Diocese. 

5 – 6:30 p.m.      View the 2 volumes in the P.J. Daly Room 

6:30 – 7 p.m.      Mass 

7 – 7:30 p.m.      A guest from the Hamilton Diocese will speak about the Bibles 

7:30 p.m.            Refreshments 

Donald Jackson was commissioned to produce the Saint Johnôs Bible in 1998. Under 

the direction of Jackson and an international team of artists, calligraphers, and biblical 

and theological scholars, they worked for thirteen years to complete the Saint Johnôs 

Bible. (Jackson is a renowned calligrapher and official scribe to Queen Elizabeth II.) 

The Saint John’s Bible is a modern-day illuminated bible intended “to ignite the 

spiritual imagination of believers throughout the world”. The CWL is delighted to 

have the opportunity to share this work of art, because they have been traveling to 

schools and churches within the Hamilton diocese. 

https://hamiltondiocese.com/stjohnsbible/index.html  

 

World Day of Prayer on March 2  
World Day of Prayer is Friday, March 2, 7 p.m. at St. Andrew's United Church, 479 

Upper Paradise Rd. All God's Creation is very good. All are welcome.  

 

Understanding Dementi a on Feb. 22 or 26  

Understanding Dementia on Feb. 22 from 7 – 9 p.m. or Feb. 26 from 9 – 11 p.m.at St. 

Ann's Church, 11 Wilson St. W. in Ancaster. Everyone is welcome to learn about 

unknown warning signs, the progression of dementia, community resources, and how 

Alzheimer Society can help. Presented by the Alzheimer Society of Hamilton and 

Halton. For more information or RSVP, email Linda at: ldayler@st-anns-ancaster.com 

or phone 905-648-6874.  

 

Lenten Retreat: The Mass Explained  
A prayerful walk through Mass led by Father Mark Gatto. Prayer times will include 

guided meditation, Lectio Divina, intercessory prayer, etc. Wednesday, March 7 from 

7 – 8:30 p.m. at Our Lady of Lourdes Site or Saturday, March 10 from 3 – 4:30 p.m. 

at Corpus Christi Site. 

 

The Feast of Divine Mercy celebrated April 8  

Everyone is welcome to celebrate the Feast of Divine Mercy on Sunday, April 8 at 2 

p.m. at St. Catherine of Siena Parish, Our Lady of Lourdes Site, 46 Mohawk Road 

https://sterlinged.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ca5d8ab06d20def6414dbbb9b&id=d57171f718&e=ee8aab3b4d


East, Hamilton. At 2 p.m. Exposition of the blessed Sacrament, Confession, Divine 

Mercy Chaplet, and Holy Rosary. At 4 p.m. Holy Eucharist. Celebrant: Father 

Bradley Markus. 

 

DRIVING AND STUDENT SAFETY 

 

 
Parking 

Thank you to the many parents and guardians who are respecting the school focus of 

ensuring students are able to enter the playground safely when being dropped off and 

picking up children. For the most part drivers are being attentive, respectful and 

understanding. 

Use of Community Crosswalks 
We work in partnership with community partners to keep our children safe. Recently, 

our crossing guard has made us aware of a dangerous practice among parents and their 

children while making their way to school. Those parents crossing their children in 

the middle of the street instead of walking the short distance to the cross walk 

are encouraged to use the crosswalk. Please remember that it is important that we 

be safe and model safe practices for our children. Please cross where crosswalks are 

at all times.  

It has been noted that some vehicles are not coming to a complete stop at the Stop 

Sign.  Please be sure to completely stop at the Stop Signs and avoid pulling up in front 

of the school to drop your children off.   

Please refrain from pulling into the driveway of our parking lot as this presents a 

dangerous situation for our staff and our many children who walk through the parking 

lot to get to the school yard.   

Why not park a few blocks away and walk your children to school! 

 

CULTURE SHOCK CANADA DANCE ARTIST 

We hosted a Dance Artist who worked with our students on Friday February 23.   

Everyone enjoyed learning some new dance moves while having fun with their peers.  

Thank you to Mrs. van Kester for organizing it. 

 

  



 
 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH 

 

February is Black History Month.  It is an opportunity for Canadians to recognize the 

significant contributions Blacks have made to the life of Canada.  Canada is the 

world’s most multicultural country.  At St. Marguerite d’Youville, we will be learning 

more about the diverse cultures in our community.  The more children know about 

and respect other’s cultures, the less prejudice and racism there will be. 

Watch this you tube video acknowledging the many contributions. 

https://youtu.be/np_jD0YUQrw 

 

ANTI-BULLING AWARENESS  

 
We are working on STOMPING Out Bullying™ in observing Bullying Prevention 

Month. Our goal is to encourage all children to work together to stop bullying and 

cyberbullying by increasing awareness of the prevalence and impact of bullying on all 

children of all ages. 
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KINDERGARTEN SEPTEMBER 2018 REGISTRATIONS 

 
We have been taking registrations for September 2018 Junior Kindergarten and new 

Kindergarten students.  Please note, Junior Kindergarten students must have been 

born in 2014 and Kindergarten students must have been born in 2013.  If your child is 

currently in Junior Kindergarten, there is no need to register. 

Please contact Mrs. Spatazzo, 905-387-4600 to book an appointment to register. You 

will need to bring the following documents for registration: 

 Birth Certificate 

 Baptismal Certificate 

 Proof of Address 

Please pass this information on to friends in the community who have young 

children who meet the age requirements. 

 

HOMEWORK CLUB 

 
We have three days after school to provide homework support to our students.  

Homework Club meets Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 3:25-4:25.  

Registration is needed.  If you would like your child to attend, please ask in the office 

for a Registration Form.  Thank you to Mr. Quaglia, Mrs. Metcalfe, Mrs. Sergi and 

Mr. DiVitantonio for volunteering to support our students.   

 

SUB DAY  

Our sub day will be on Wednesday, February 28. 

 



GRADE 2 STUDENTS’ TOUR OF THE CHURCH 

 

On Wednesday, February 28
th
 all of our Grade 2 students will be visiting St. Catherine 

of Siena Church the Corpus Christi Site in the afternoon to have a guided tour of the 

church.  We hope they all have a wonderful time exploring the sanctity of the Church.  

 
MONTHLY AWARDS ASSEMBLY AND BIG CRUNCH DAY 

 

On Thursday, March first all are invited to join us for our February Monthly Awards 

Assembly and Big Crunch Day.  We will be hosting Farmer Drummond from 

Drummond Apple Farm as well as our friends from the Mountain News to take some 

photos of us taking the Big Crunch!  We are looking forward to thanking our 

community supporters for their help! 

 
 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY DAY 

 

Friday, March 2 is a Professional Activity Day.  There will be no school for all 

students.  Staff will be involved in Professional Development Activities.  Have a great 

long weekend! 

 

FIRST RECONCILIATION SATURDAY MARCH 3 AT 9:30 

 
On Saturday, March 3

rd
 many of our students will be receiving the sacrament of 

Reconciliation for the first time at St. Catherine of Siena Church the Corpus Christi 

Site at 9:30 am.  Please keep all of these children in your daily prayers as they journey 

on to become more actively involved in their spiritual journey with Jesus.  Thank you 

to Mrs. Bellavia, Ms. Bilanzola and Mrs. Hunt for providing our supporting our 

students as they prepare for this wonderful blessing in their lives.   
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SYSTEM SCIENCE FAIR 

 

We wish our Grade 7 & 8 students much success as they participate in the System 

Science Fair on Saturday, March 3 at Bishop Ryan Secondary School.  The set up for 

the Fair takes place on Friday, March 2.  Good luck to the following students: 

Dominic S., Evan H., Joey R., Evan P., Rennee L., Savannah S., Rylan R., Daniel R.,  
John L. and Anisten L.  
 

2018-2019 Budget Priorities Survey 

 
Since 1855 schools within the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board 

have given witness to the truth that Jesus Christ is the foundation and the heart of 

Catholic Education and the centre of its community. This conviction is realized in our 

mission which in union with our Bishop is to enable all learners to realize the fullness 

of humanity of which our Lord Jesus Christ is the model. In support of this Christ-

centred purpose, the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board has 

developed a multi-year strategic plan for the period of 2015-2018. Strategic planning 

is a process used to assist the Board of Trustees in making important decisions that 

will guide and shape its work. The goals of the Board Improvement Plan for Student 

Achievement are foundational to a strategic plan. The strategic plan also helps 

identify the operational, financial, capital and other non-academic goals necessary to 

enable the realization of our mission. 

 

Embedded within the Board’s Strategic Priorities are the budgetary guiding principles 

which have assisted the Board over the last number of years with respect to its 

commitment to be good stewards of the resources entrusted to it. These important 

principles include: 

 

- PROMOTING THE MISSION OF CATHOLIC EDUCATION 

- PROMOTING EQUITY IN EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITY 

- PROMOTING EFFECTIVE STEWARDSHIP OF BOARD RESOURCES, and 

- PROMOTING ACCOUNTABILITY 

 

The intent and purpose of the survey is to assist the Board with the preparation and 

development of its 2018/2019 budget. The results will serve to either reinforce 

continued financial support in a specific area or identify other areas where the Board 

could, if financially possible, redirect funds. In a period of constrained funding where 

difficult choices have to be made, consideration of the results of the survey become 

even more important. 

 

Within this context, the Board remains committed to our Catholic School System’s 

long and rich tradition of promoting academic and co-curricular excellence within a 

Christ-centred learning environment. 

 

In an effort to share this information and consult more widely, the Hamilton-

Wentworth Catholic District School Board is seeking your input in the development 

of its 2018/2019 budget. 

 

This survey is voluntary. All responses will remain anonymous and confidential. To 

complete the survey, please visit: 

https://survey.hwcdsb.ca/Survey.aspx?s=b06 ...  

https://survey.hwcdsb.ca/Survey.aspx?s=b06309de5cd045a28fbcfdef971dc366


 

Please contact Paola Pace-Gubekjian, Associate Director of Corporate Services at 

905-525-2930, extension 2139 or by email at pacep@hwcdsb.ca with any questions or 

concerns. 

 

FINAL DATE TO COMPLETE SURVEY: MARCH 9, 2018 by 4:00 PM 
 

MATH NUGGET 

Can you solve this Problem? 

 
 

GROWTH MINDSET 

A Growth Mindset Shift  
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FROM POPE FRANCIS TWITTER 

“We offer a gift pleasing to Jesus when we spend time with a person who has 
difficulties or we help someone for the sake of helping.” 

 

LOOKING AHEAD 

 

¶ Sub Day on Wednesday February 28 

¶ Grade 2 Tour of Corpus Christi Church Wednesday February 28  

¶ February Monthly Awards Assembly Thursday March 1 12:40 

¶ Family Math Night Thursday March 1  

¶ Great Big Apple Crunch Thursday March 1 

¶ Professional Activity Day Friday March 2 



¶ System Science Fair Saturday March 3 at Bishop Ryan Catholic Secondary 

School 

¶ First Reconciliation Saturday March 3, 9:30 am  

¶ Grade 5 Students will be going to Marydale Camp on Thursday, March 8 

¶ March Break Monday, March 12 to Friday, March 16 

¶ Sub Order Forms will go out on Monday, March 5 to be returned Friday, 

March 9 for the Sub Day on Wednesday, March 28 

¶ Pizza Order Forms will go out on Monday, March 19 to be returned Friday, 

March 23, first Pizza Day March 29
th
 until April 27

th
  

¶ Confirmation at 7 pm on Friday, March 23 at Cathedral of Christ the King 

Church 

¶ Holy Week begins after Palm Sunday March 25 and continues with Holy 

Thursday, Good Friday, Holy Saturday and the Blessed Feast of Easter on 

Sunday, April 1st  

¶ Our annual Holy Thursday Passion Play will take place on Thursday, March 

29 at 10:30 in our school gym.  All parents and relatives are welcome to attend 

 

 


