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Religious Focus for January

Jesus and the Three Kings have arrived!
Let us welcome them with open arms!

News from the Pews
Catholic School Council
Meeting

RELIGIOUS FOCUS FOR JANUARY
Our Catholic Graduate Expectation for January is A Collaborative
Contributor: I am a Team Player

Online Learning Extended
until Fri. Jan. 22

I AM TEAM PLAYER!
(A collaborative contributor)

HWCDSB Parent Site
Etiquette for Student
Conferencing Guidelines
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Covid-19 Screening
Guidance and Tool
Protocols
Online Fun
Make Manners a High
Priority When Online
Mental Health
Math Nugget
Growth Mindset
Pope Francis Twitter

I AM A TEAM PLAYER!
•

I co-operate with others in all that I do
• I value everyone's work
• I respect and listen to others
• I think of others before myself
• I follow rules of fair play
• I work hard in school so that I can build my community and make
it a better place
BECAUSE I AM A TEAM PLAYER, I KNOW THAT 'TOGETHER IS
BETTER', AND WE WILL LIVE OUR LIVES LIKE JESUS.

Looking Ahead
Parish Links
St. Catherine of Siena
905-383-3381
stcatherineofsienachurch.ca

Our Healthy Habit for Happy Kids is Habit 3: Put First Things First
Work First, Then Play
• I do the things that I have to do before I do the things that I
want to do
• I stay focused on what I’m doing I try to minimize
distractions and regroup if I get off task
• I spend my time on the things that are the most important

Prayer to
St. Marguerite
d’Youville
Saint Marguerite
d'Youville,
we turn to you in humble
prayer
because your life
speaks to us
of goodness,
compassion and love
in a world of suffering,
anguish and pain.
It is not unlike the world
you knew
as you went about doing
good
with a great love for the
human family,
with preference for the
poorest of all.
Your dream of universal
charity
became a mission in the
Church.
We give thanks to you
for the
inspiring vision that is
ours today
as your dream lives on.
May we learn as you did
the life-giving power of
love,
the profound peace of
unfailing trust,
the deep mystery of
suffering and pain,
the comfort of prayer.
Saint Marguerite, teach
us to listen,

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
Please see the post from St. Catherine of Siena for the Feast of the
Epiphany of Christ
A Life of Sincerity

Feast Of The Epiphany Of Christ
Fr. Paul Patrick, O.M.I.
Posted: January 3, 2021
1.0 Epiphany of Christ
Today we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany of Christ. The word
“Epiphany” comes to us from the Greek word “ἐπιφάνεια”
(epipháneia), meaning a manifestation or appearance. On this feast
we remember that Jesus was revealed to be truly God by the coming
of the Magi, who had come from the East looking for one whom they
described as “the King of the Jews”—an ancient title for the Messiah,
the one who would save the Jewish people. “After Jesus was born in
Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the
East arrived in Jerusalem, asking, ‘Where is the One who has been

In the silence of our
hearts,
to the God of Mercy and
Compassion.
that we, too, may be
signs of God’s love
to all people of our
world.
Amen.
St. Marguerite
d’Youville, Pray for us.
Amen.

born King of the Jews? We have seen His star in the east and have
come to worship Him.’” (Matthew 2:1-2)
2.0 Who were the Magi?
While the exact identity of the Magi is unknown, it is generally
accepted that they were from a Median tribe (northwest Persia) and
were astronomers and astrologers. Such men were relied on as
experts in astronomy, science, and other matters. In fact, in the book
of Daniel, the word “wise men” is used to describe similar astrologers
as “ones who interpret dreams and messages” (Daniel 1:20). We do
know that King Herod took the Magi and their deductions seriously
and relied on their knowledge in an attempt to obtain the
whereabouts of the Child Jesus. (Matthew 2:3)
3.0 Mahatma Ghandi
The Magi are interesting because they arrived at knowledge of Jesus
without any prior religious convictions. Then they set out to worship
the Child Jesus and give Him and His family royal gifts. By their
witness—their actions—they demonstrated exactly what they now
believed in.
The famous activist Mahatma Ghandi had this to say about
Christianity: “I like your Christ—I do not like your Christians. They are
so unlike your Christ.” The lack of sincerity he encountered among
the followers of Christ put Ghandi off Christianity even though he
stated many times he loved the message of Jesus—especially the
Sermon on the Mount, which is contained in Matthew chapters 5, 6,
and 7.
4.0 Cardinal Bergoglio becomes Pope Francis
When Cardinal Bergoglio became Pope Francis, I was studying in
Rome at the time, and I was fortunate enough to be on a small hill
overlooking St. Peter’s Square. I could see people pouring into the
square from all directions, running, shouting, talking. Some left their
cars on the street with the doors open and ran! It was an amazing
experience. I don’t remember all the words that the Pope said, but
still remember this powerful image—thousands of people running
from all sides into the square and filling it in a few minutes to
capacity.
Even more amazing, this trend continued, with people continuing to
come to the square to listen to the new Pope. During my time in
Rome, I volunteered with the Vatican Press Office and interviewed
multiple young adults who had come from their own countries just to
listen to the Pope. Why? The one word that kept coming back was
“sincerity”—this Pope was sincere. He told them to love everyone,
and they could see he lived it.
5.0 Who are the Modern-Day Magi?

The vast majority of those who reject Christianity typically do not
reject the core beliefs of our faith—often they don’t really know them.
Usually they reject the hypocrisy and lack of sincerity of some of the
followers of Christ, because that is as close to meeting Christ as they
get.
Humans are naturally drawn to sincerity when they see it in
someone. Looking at the Gospels, we can say that Jesus was
sincere and authentic—he lived the words of the Gospel he
preached. The Magi were also sincere, authentic, in that they made a
long trek to support what they believed in.
Pope Francis is able to draw large crowds of people, not due to the
magnificence of his words, but because of the sincerity in the way he
lives the Gospel message. People see a man who lives his faith
authentically.
We who are the modern-day Magi must resist the urge to put on
various disguises and instead live our faith sincerely and without
regrets. Living authentically is difficult. It is always easier to put on
various masks, becoming a different person at work, a different
person in your family, a different person with your girlfriend, and a
different person among your friends. However, a life of sincerity leads
to true happiness and will lead others to God—much like the Magi,
whose sincerity led them to the source of happiness and whose
example we still follow today.
TAGS: EPIPHANY, MAGI, SINCERITY
For additional information please go to:
https://www.catherineofsienachurch.ca/
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our next meeting will be held on Wed Jan 13 at 6:30 it will be virtual
meeting. All parents are welcome to attend. Please call the school
and let Mrs. Spatazzo know you would like to attend and the invite
will be sent out to you.

ONLINE LEARNING WILL CONTINUE UNTIL JAN. 22
As you are well aware the school will be closed to all students until
Fri. Jan. 22. Face to Face in school learning will resume on Mon.
Jan. 25. Learning will take place online. The School Board has sent

out a message on Thurs. Jan. 7th to parents and staff about
synchronous learning for next weeks. The synchronous learning will
be on Microsoft Teams (which can be found on your child’s Mysite
homepage. The day will continue to follow their daily timetable as on
a regular school day. The work will be assigned on their LMS
homepage but it is important that students attend the meetings to
hear the lessons and ask questions about the work. The
synchronous learning will follow our regular school day schedule.
Teachers will still be available during regular school hours during
non-synchronous instruction for questions, assistance, and support.
Attached to this newsletter is Remote Learning: Request for
exemption from synchronous learning. If your child is not going to
participate in the online learning, the form must be signed and
emailed back to the school at stmy@hwcdsb.ca
Division

Grade Level of
Students

Daily Minimum
Synchronous Learning
Time required
Elementary Kindergarten
180 minutes
Grade 1 to 3
225 minutes
Grade 4 to 8
225 minutes
Secondary Grades 9 to 12
The higher to 60 for each
75-minute class period or
225 minutes per day for a
full course schedule
Please help to support your children in this new online learning
opportunity.
HWCDSB PARENT SITE
The HWCDSB has recently launched a new website specifically for
parents. The HWCDSB Parent Website https://parents.hwcdsb.ca/
was designed to bring together a number of resources and systems
that parents need, all in one place. The new parent site contains
explanations of how virtual learning works in both elementary and
secondary as well as a new "Tech Help" area for accessing these
systems. Parents can also find tips on supporting virtual learning at
home and a video series on different technologies. Other features
include links common school resources such as School Messenger
(absence reporting), the Parent Portal, School Cash Online, Busing
and other helpful information.

ETIQUETTE FOR STUDENT CONFERENCING GUIDELINES
ONLINE

COVID-19 SCREENING GUIDANCE AND TOOL PROTOCOLS
COVID-19 Screening Guidance for Students in School and Child
Care
Screening tool: COVID-19 school screening tool
Completing the daily school screening before going to school
and keeping your child(ren) home when they are sick are just
some of the ways we can reduce virus spread.
Attestation for return to school after illness OR self isolation
COVID At Home Protocol
COVID At School Protocol

Let-Parents-COVID protocol updates-Oct 9 2020
ONLINE FUN
Mrs. Reilly’s Grade 1’s are creatively adding physical literacy to
reading in this challenging remote environment. Students read a
word displayed on Microsoft Teams, then speed walk through their
home to find the item and share it with the class.

MAKE MANNERS A PRIORITY WHEN ONLINE

MENTAL HEALTH
Let’s all work together to stay physically and mentally healthy!

MATH NUGGET
Try out this puzzle! Have fun!

GROWTH MINDSET
Change your words, change your mindset!

POPE FRANCIS TWITTER

From Pope Francis’ Twitter
“May the Child of Bethlehem help us, then, to be generous,
supportive and helpful, especially towards those who are vulnerable,
the sick, those unemployed or experiencing hardship.”
LOOKING AHEAD

•
•

Virtual Catholic School Council Meeting Wed. Jan. 13
at 6:30
Remote Learning: Request for Exemption from
Synchronous Learning

