THE HAMILTON-WENTWORTH CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD

ST. MARGUERITE d’YOUVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Mrs. J. Frappa
Principal
Mrs. T. Kubiak
Vice Principal

Mr. P. J. Daly
Trustee/Chairperson

20 BONAPARTE WAY
HAMILTON, ONTARIO L9B 2E3
TEL: (905)387-4600 FAX: (905)387-0422

Mrs. S. Pizzuti
Superintendent of Education

Proud Feeder School of St. Jean de Brébeuf

Weekly Newsletter for March 28-April 3
In this issue:
HOLY WEEK REFLECTION

Holy Week Reflection
Our Lenten Food Drive
Catholic Education Week
focus for March
Religious Focus for March
News from the Pews
Sacrament of First Holy
Communion &
Confirmation
Catholic School Council
Virtual Meeting Wed. Apr.
7 at 6 pm
Easter Raffle
Online Kindergarten
Registration
World Down Syndrome
Day
Covid-19 Screening
Guidance

“They began to salute him with, “Hail, King of the Jews!” (Mark 15:18)
What comes to mind when you hear the word ‘royalty’? Perhaps you picture
medieval kings and queens sitting on great thrones. Or you might think of the
glamour of today’s royal families.
But what about Jesus? As son of David, he came from a royal line of
earthy kings and rulers. As Son of God, he is King of the universe. But look
how he is treated. He is denounced by the crowd, even though Pilate calls
him a king (Mark 15:9-12). He is mocked by the soldiers, who pretend to give
him homage (15:16-20). And he is taunted by those who think that a real king
would come down from the cross and save himself (15:29-32).
But this is exactly what royalty in the kingdom of God looks like: a king
who empties himself and takes the form of a slave (Philippians 2:7). A king
who rides into Jerusalem not on a chariot but on a donkey (Mark 11:1-7). A
king who willingly submits to spitting, lashing, and a brutal death to save his
people.
As you go through Holy week, keep Jesus’s kingship in mind. Today he
sits at the right hand of the Father, reigning in glory. But he is also the
servant King who loved you enough to die for you and who still loves you
enough to forgive every sin.
This is God’s way of royalty. It’s your way as well, because through Jesus’
death and resurrection, you have become grafted into the family of God. You
have royal blood running through your veins!
Through the grace that Jesus won for you, you can live out this royal
calling as he did: in love, in service, and in laying down your life for his
people. As you walk this road, know that a “crown of righteousness” awaits
you-and all who serve in Jesus’’ royal household (2 Timothy 4:8).
Jesus, you are our King. May we serve you every day of our lives!”
Taken from the Word Among Us Lent 2021 pg.61
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OUR LENTEN FOOD DRIVE
Thank you to all of our children and their families for your generousity to
those less fortunate. The Good Shepherd will be picking up all of our
donations on Monday. Stay tuned for the picture of your abundant generosity!
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St. Catherine of Siena
905-383-3381
https://www.catherineofs
ienachurch.ca/

Prayer to
St. Marguerite d’Youville
Saint Marguerite
d'Youville,
we turn to you in humble
prayer
because your life speaks
to us
of goodness, compassion
and love
in a world of suffering,
anguish and pain.

This year the theme of Catholic Education Week is Catholic Education:
Nurturing Hope
March 2021 “Harvesting New Fruit”
READING: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke
Then Jesus told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard;
and he came looking for fruit on it and found none. So, he said to the
gardener, “See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig
tree, and still, I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?” He
replied, “Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig round it and put manure
on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, then you can cut it
down.”’ The Gospel of the Lord. R. Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ
QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
➢ Who is the landowner in this parable? Who is the gardener?
➢ What is the fruit that the owner of the vineyard has been waiting for?
➢ What do we need to do to make possible a harvest of new fruit?
Catholic Education Week Prayer 2021
Let us pray:
Gracious and generous God,
creator of the earth, our common home, With each new day,
we prepare the earth of our lives
by sowing seeds of gratitude
for all you have given.
Inspire us to cultivate relationships
with all living beings.
May we harvest new fruit

It is not unlike the world
you knew
as you went about doing
good
with a great love for the
human family,
with preference for the
poorest of all.
Your dream of universal
charity
became a mission in the
Church.
We give thanks to you for
the
inspiring vision that is ours
today
as your dream lives on.
May we learn as you did
the life-giving power of
love,
the profound peace of
unfailing trust,
the deep mystery of
suffering and pain,
the comfort of prayer.
Saint Marguerite, teach us
to listen,
In the silence of our hearts,
to the God of Mercy and
Compassion.
that we, too, may be signs
of God’s love
to all people of our world.
Amen.
St. Marguerite d’Youville,
Pray for us.

and marvel in the wonder
at the beauty around us.
Nurture us in hope.
A: Amen.
And may we be blessed
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
RELIGIOUS FOCUS FOR MARCH
Our Catholic Graduate Expectation for March is a Reflective, Creative and
Holistic Thinker: I Have Ideas!
I HAVE IDEAS!
•
•
•
•
•

I have thoughts and opinions that matter
I make good choices
I have hope for the future
I solve problems with knowledge, understanding and prayer
I know we are all equal and special

Because I have ideas, I have a purpose, and I will live my life like
Jesus.

Our Healthy Habit for Happy Kids is Habit 5: Seek First to Understand,
then to be Understood.

Amen.

•
•
•
•
•

I am confident in voicing my ideas
I look people in the eyes when talking
I listen to other people’s ideas and feelings
I try to see things from their viewpoints
I listen to others without interrupting

Here are the books we are using this month. Share the stories together as a
family and discuss how we can live out the Catholic Graduate Expectation
and the Habit.
Primary
A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker and
Something Beautiful
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ma_DzzeNuVE

Junior
A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker and
Across the Alley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XgvfMyIeWMo

Intermediate
A Reflective, Creative and Holistic Thinker and
I’m in Charge of Celebrations
https://vimeo.com/70494564

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
CONFIRMATION

Our students preparing for Confirmation will receive the Sacrament on

Sunday May 30, 2021
at 2 pm for Mr. Ferracuti and Mrs. DelSordo’s Grade 7 students and 4 pm for
Ms. Medeiros’ Class.
There will be no Eucharist but a Liturgy of the Word will be celebrated. The
Bishop will not be at the Confirmation but our own parish Priest will confer the
sacrament on our students.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Our Grade 2 students are eagerly awaiting the day they can receive the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion.
First Communion Celebration Date for our Grade 2 students is:

Sunday, May 2, 2021: 1 pm & 3 pm
Mrs. Hunt’s Grade 2 students will be attending at 1 pm
Mrs. McDonnell and Ms. Bilanzola’s Grade 2 students will be attending at
3 pm.
GROUND BREAKING AND BLESSING OF NEW SITE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Our next Catholic School Council Virtual Meeting is on Wednesday April 7
at 6:00 pm. All parents are welcome. If you would like to attend please call
the school to speak to Mrs. Spatazzo to give her your email address so an
invite can be sent to you. Come and let your voice be heard!
EASTER RAFFLE

To celebrate the Easter Season, we will be having an Easter Raffle. An
Easter basket filled with a gift card, treats and some Easter trinkets will be
raffled off on Thursday, April 1. There is one basket per class as well as one
for staff. The tickets can be purchased online through School Cash Online
through St. Marguerite d’Youville’s website: Log in at HWCDSB.CA, click
schools and find St. Marguerite d’Youville, click school and find School Cash
Online, click and follow the instructions. If you need help, you can call the
office and Mrs. Spatazzo would be happy to help. Tickets are $1 each and 6
for $5. Ticket sales will end on Thursday at 10 am. Thank you to Mrs.
Harrington for her generous donation of Easter items. We are grateful for the
generosity of others! Hurry and buy your tickets! Hoppy Easter!
ONLINE KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Online Kindergarten registration is now open. Please visit the
https://parents.hwcdsb.ca/
and clicking on the Kindergarten
Link. Information regarding how to proceed with the collection of relevant
documents to align with COVID-19 protocols will be forthcoming.

Resources to support school entry and Kindergarten registration are available
to families online via the https://www.hwcdsb.ca/learn/kindergarten/ on the
board webpage.
WORLD DOWN SYNDROME DAY

On Monday March 22- we wore Blue and Yellow and silly colourful socks to
raise awareness about Down syndrome. Here is one pic we took!

COVID-19 SCREENING GUIDANCE AND SCEENING TOOL PROTOCOLS

Mandatory daily self-screen before going to school and staying home
when you’re not feeling well helps keep your school and community
safe.
Attached is the screening tool everyone should be completing before coming
to school
Screening tool: COVID-19 school screening tool
Attestation form to be completed for return to school/child care
https://www.hwcdsb.ca/files/?fileID=462169

MARCH MADNESS
Friday March 26, we dressed up as our favourite Disney Character.

Here are memories from our Disney Character Dress Down Day

FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENT CHALLENGE ACTIVITY
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board promotes physical
literacy and the development of a heathy and active lifestyle for all students.
Over the past three years, the HWCDSB has partnered with Rising Stars to
deliver job embedded training in the development of fundamental movement
skills. As a culmination to the three-year project, all participating classes (K –
Grade 5) will have an opportunity to participate in a Fundamental Movement
Challenge activity.
This Fundamental Movement Culminating Challenge will encourage students
to participate independently to complete identified movement skills. The
challenge takes place daily over the next four months and can begin
immediately.
A link to the second instructional video highlighting Kicking is provided here
and student tracking sheets are included at the end of this newsletter.
Subsequent videos will be available in future months in the following order:
Month 1 Jumping
Month 2 Kicking
Month 3 Throwing
Month 4 Catching
This independent challenge is a great opportunity for students to engage in
Daily Physical Activity while learning remotely.

As an incentive to keep students motivated, physical literacy prizes will be
delivered to all schools so that students can be recognized for the great work
of staying physically active and learning the fundamental movements.
Month 2: Kicking
https://youtu.be/bG0T0LY0h9w

SCHOOL PHOTOS

Our school photo day will be on April 8th. Students will be wearing their
school uniforms.
BIG CRUNCH
Here are the photos of our big crunches throughout the month of March

Thank you to Tastebuds and The Drummond Farmer for donating the apples
for our Big Crunch this year! We appreciate the generosity shown to our
community!

VITURAL AUTHOR’S VISIT

Mrs. Reilly’s class was chosen to take part in the Virtual Author’s Visit. The
Author was Lana Button. Her message to the students was “you have a
brave breath, near your belly button. Take a deep breath and keep trying.
You can do it!
WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY
Friday, April 2 is World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD), a day dedicated to raising
public awareness by recognizing individuals around the globe living with Autism
Spectrum Disorder including our own family members, friends, neighbours, classmates
and colleagues.
According to Autism Ontario, autism touches more than 70-million people. Approximately
1 in 66 children and youth are diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
Canada and this number continues to grow.
Since World Autism Day 2021 falls on Good Friday this year, the HWCDSB will be
celebrating with school communities on Tuesday, April 6th with a system-wide “Prayer
for Autism” during morning announcements. Some schools will also be “lighting it up
blue” in support of the Hamilton Chapter of Autism Awareness.
Once again this year, the HWCDSB has partnered with Autism Ontario and other
community organizations to host a World Autism Day Swag Bag Drive
Through on Saturday, April 17 (see attached flyer for details). Families must register
online through Autism Ontario to receive a time slot for curbside pick-up. There is a
limited number of swag bags, so be sure to register early. The deadline is April 10, 2021.
For more information on World Autism Day, please visit Autism Ontario.

MAKE MANNERS A PRIORITY

GROWTH MINDSET
Change your words, change your mindset!

MENTAL HEALTH
Let’s all work together to stay physically and mentally healthy!

MATH NUGGET
Can you solve these problems?

Complete a task with your family then submit your answers in the Math
Nugget Box in the office to be entered into a draw at the end of each
month! Good luck!
POPE FRANCIS TWITTER

From Pope Francis’ Twitter
“We are called to recognize that other living beings have a value of their own
in God’s eyes: by their mere existence they bless him and give him glory, and
indeed, the Lord rejoices in all his works (Ps 104:31) #EarthHour #LaudatoSi

LOOKING AHEAD

•
•
•
•
•

Holy Thursday Way of the Cross in the neighbourhood
Good Friday April 2, Holy Saturday April 3, Easter Sunday April
4, Easter Monday April 5
Catholic School Council Virtual Meeting Wednesday April 7 at 6
pm
Picture Day Thursday April 8
Physical Literacy Activity Sheets

