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Easter is the foundation of our faith; Easter refreshes our hope. We have
hope in our future and the presence of the Lord in our lives. We are
encouraged by scripture, as Saint Paul reminds us: “Therefore, if you be risen
with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is sitting at the right
hand of God. Mind the things that are above, not the things that are upon the
earth. For you are dead and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ
shall appear, who is your life, then you also shall appear with Him in glory”
(Colossians 3:1-4).
On Easter Sunday, let us all join with the chorus of the faithful as we
proclaim, “Yes, rejoice and be glad for Christ is truly risen! Alleluia!”
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Thank you to all of our children and our families for your generousity to
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those less fortunate. The Good Shepherd picked up all of our donations on
Monday.
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Prayer to
St. Marguerite d’Youville
Saint Marguerite
d'Youville,
we turn to you in humble
prayer
because your life speaks
to us
of goodness, compassion
and love
in a world of suffering,
anguish and pain.
It is not unlike the world
you knew
as you went about doing
good
with a great love for the
human family,

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2021

This year the theme of Catholic Education Week is Catholic Education:
Nurturing Hope
April 2021 “Marvelling in Wonder”
READING: A Reading from the Book of Job (Job 12:7-10,13)
Ask the animals, and they will teach you; the birds of the air, and they will tell
you; ask the plants of the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of the
sea will declare to you. Who among all these, does not know that the hand of
the LORD has done this? In his hand, is the life of every living thing and the
breath of every human being … With God are wisdom and strength; he has
counsel and understanding.

with preference for the
poorest of all.
Your dream of universal
charity
became a mission in the
Church.
We give thanks to you for
the
inspiring vision that is ours
today
as your dream lives on.
May we learn as you did
the life-giving power of
love,
the profound peace of
unfailing trust,
the deep mystery of
suffering and pain,
➢
the comfort of prayer. ➢
Saint Marguerite, teach us
to listen,
➢
In the silence of our hearts,
to the God of Mercy and
➢
Compassion.
that we, too, may be signs➢
➢
of God’s love
to all people of our world.
Amen.
St. Marguerite d’Youville,
Pray for us.
Amen.

The Word of the Lord. R. Thanks be to God.
Reading Reflection
From Pope Francis’ 2015 Encyclical Letter “Laudato Si’,” on care for our
common home
Just as happens when we fall in love with someone, whenever [St. Francis of
Assisi] would gaze at the sun, the moon or the smallest of animals, he burst
into song, drawing all other creatures into his praise. He communed with all
creation, even preaching to the flowers, inviting them “to praise the Lord, just
as if they were endowed with reason” … To him, each and every creature
was a sister united to him by bonds of affection. That is why he felt called to
care for all that exists. If we approach nature and the environment without this
openness to awe and wonder, if we no longer speak the language of fraternity
and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude will be that of
masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their
immediate needs. By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all that exists,
then ... care will well up spontaneously.
QUESTIONS FOR PERSONAL REFLECTION
➢What does marveling in wonder mean to you?
➢What words or phrases in the readings resonate with you the most in terms
of your role as a Catholic family member?
➢How is the environment part of your spirituality - personal prayer and
action?
➢What implications do these readings have for nurturing hope?
➢What are some ways that our children marvel in wonder?
➢How does your work as a Catholic family member reflect the messages
shared in the above readings?
Catholic Education Week Prayer 2021
Let us pray:
Gracious and generous God,
creator of the earth, our common home, With each new day,
we prepare the earth of our lives
by sowing seeds of gratitude
for all you have given.
Inspire us to cultivate relationships
with all living beings.
May we harvest new fruit
and marvel in the wonder
at the beauty around us.
Nurture us in hope.
A: Amen.
And may we be blessed
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
This year’s Catholic Education Week theme is, “Nurturing Hope.”
The theme for Catholic Education Week 2021 was inspired by the following
considerations:
➢ Recognition of the special Year of Laudato Si’ which will run through
May 24, 2021, announced by Pope Francis on May 24, 2020, the fifth

anniversary of his papal encyclical, “On Caring for Our Common
Home.”
➢ In the face of the ongoing reality of the COVID-19 pandemic, a strong
desire by the planning committee, along with those consulted, and
supported by feedback from the survey, for continuity with the theme
for Catholic Education Week 2020, Igniting Hope, which has served so
well during the spring recess from in-school instruction.
➢ The challenges to personal and spiritual well-being posed by the
uncertainty and physical isolation of the current global crisis makes the
timing and the concerns of Mental Health Week, which takes place
during the same week as Catholic Education Week, all the more
relevant.
➢ Ongoing recognition of the Truth & Reconciliation Commission and the
relevance of Indigenous culture and spirituality to the spirit of Laudato
Si.
There are five sub-themes for each day of Catholic Education Week:
Day 1:

Preparing the Earth
Préparer la terre

Day 2:

Sowing Seeds of Gratitude
Semer la gratitude

Day 3:

Cultivating Relationships
Cultiver nos relations

Day 4:

Harvesting New Fruit
Récolter de nouveaux fruits

Day 5:

Marvelling in Wonder
S’émerveiller

Every year, the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA)
provides our Catholic schools with a resource kit to help schools prepare for
Catholic Education Week. Using these resources, as well as our own
developed activities, we have prepared a series of activities, which will
highlight how the students and staff at our school are Nurturing Hope.
SUGGESTED FAMILY ACTIVITIES FOR NUTURING HOPE

Suggested Family Activities for Nurturing Hope
Each day, we can do simple activities, individually or as a family, to act on the
hope that dwells within us. These are suggestions for simple activities to
reinforce hope for ourselves and others.

● Plant some seeds in peat pots and put them near a window. Document
their growth on a chart.
● Have a family garden planning party. Draw out the plot of the garden
and order seeds or buy them at the grocery store. Research when
seeds need to be planted in preparation for spring.
● Take part in a bird count or animal count. Go to Observation Nation
(inaturalist.ca)
● Learn about saints who taught us about the environment. St. Kateri
Tekakwitha, St. Francis of Assisi, St. Benedict of Nursia and St.
Hildegard of Bingen are examples.
● Make a birdfeeder out of a milk carton or a plastic pop bottle, hang it
outside on a tree and see which bird species come to the feeder.
● Go for a Nature Walk as a family and pray together to thank God for all
the beauty you see.
● Look at the calendar and note the first day of spring. How many days
is it until spring comes?
● Do some research as a family on the night sky. Choose a moment
when it is clear to see if you can identify some constellations.
● Write letters to family members that you haven’t been able to see for
awhile.
● Create a fancy message of hope in chalk on your driveway or sidewalk
for passersby to read or create a poster to put in a window.
● Write a postcard or note of thanks for frontline healthcare workers and
drop this in the mailbox for a local hospital.
● Bake cookies and deliver them to your neighbourhood grocery store
for workers to share.
● Make cards or draw pictures for seniors in your community.
● Music makes us happy. Create a playlist of happy music, play this in
your backyard or if you are able, send it to a family member whom you
miss.
● Make a video or a recording, singing a favourite hymn. Send this to
your parish priest. He needs support at this time.
● Look in your bible or go online to make a list of psalms that give hope.
● Write an acrostic poem about Hope…H is for happiness, O is for
ongoing, P is for…etc.
● Write words of hope on index cards or paper and hang them from a
tree in your yard for others to read.
● Go for a walk past your local parish. Stop in front of your church and
say a prayer for your faith community.
● Look through a newspaper for stories of hope and talk about the
stories.
● Put messages of hope on social media.
TOONIES FOR TUMMIES
This year, one of our goals for Catholic Education Week is to raise funds to
support our local food banks through “Toonies for Tummies.” Funds raised

will be donated to our local charities: Good Shepherd, Mission Services,
Stoney Creek Foodbank, Neighbour to Neighbour, Wilma’s Place, and CHS
Outreach program. At St. Marguerite we will begin this on Tuesday, April 6,
2021 and ends on Friday, May 7, 2021. Support can be done via School
Cash On-line. Thank you for your support as we embrace “Catholic
Education: Nurturing Hope”.

RELIGIOUS FOCUS FOR APRIL
Our Catholic Graduate Expectation for April is A Caring Family Member
I CARE!

•
•
•

I love God, myself and my family
I care about and respect my ‘family’ at school, at Church, in the
community, and the world
I care about and respect God’s creation and everything in it

Because I care, I pray for all my families, and I will live my life like
Jesus.

Our Healthy Habit for Happy Kids is Habit 6: Synergize Together is
Better

•
•
•
•

•

I value other people’s strengths and learn from them
I get along well with others even people who are different than
me
I work well in groups
I seek out other peoples’ ideas to solve problems because I
know that by teaming with others, we can create better
solutions than any of us can alone
I am humble
NEWS FROM THE PEWS
CONFIRMATION

Our students preparing for Confirmation will receive the Sacrament on

Sunday May 30, 2021
at 2 pm for Mr. Ferracuti and Mrs. DelSordo’s Grade 7 students and 4 pm for
Ms. Medeiros’ Class.
There will be no Eucharist but a Liturgy of the Word will be celebrated. The
Bishop will not be at the Confirmation but our own parish Priest will confer the
sacrament on our students.
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION

Our Grade 2 students are eagerly awaiting the day they can receive the
Sacrament of First Holy Communion.
First Communion Celebration Date for our Grade 2 students is:

Sunday, May 2, 2021: 1 pm & 3 pm
Mrs. Hunt’s Grade 2 students will be attending at 1 pm
Mrs. McDonnell and Ms. Bilanzola’s Grade 2 students will be attending at
3 pm.
GROUND BREAKING AND BLESSING OF NEW SITE

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING

Our next Catholic School Council Virtual Meeting is on Wednesday April 7 at
6:00 pm. All parents are welcome. If you would like to attend please call the
school to speak to Mrs. Spatazzo to give her your email address so an invite
can be sent to you. Come and let your voice be heard!
ONLINE KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION

Online Kindergarten registration is now open. Please visit the
https://parents.hwcdsb.ca/
and clicking on the Kindergarten
Link. Information regarding how to proceed with the collection of relevant
documents to align with COVID-19 protocols will be forthcoming.
Resources to support school entry and Kindergarten registration are available
to families online via the https://www.hwcdsb.ca/learn/kindergarten/ on the
board webpage.
WORLD AUTISM AWARENESS DAY

Friday, April 2 is World Autism Awareness Day (WAAD), a day dedicated to raising
public awareness by recognizing individuals around the globe living with Autism
Spectrum Disorder including our own family members, friends, neighbours, classmates
and colleagues.
According to Autism Ontario, autism touches more than 70-million people. Approximately
1 in 66 children and youth are diagnosed with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in
Canada and this number continues to grow.
Since World Autism Day 2021 falls on Good Friday this year, the HWCDSB will be
celebrating with school communities on Tuesday, April 6th with a system-wide “Prayer
for Autism” during morning announcements. Some schools will also be “lighting it up
blue” in support of the Hamilton Chapter of Autism Awareness.
Once again this year, the HWCDSB has partnered with Autism Ontario and other
community organizations to host a World Autism Day Swag Bag Drive
Through on Saturday, April 17 (see attached flyer for details). Families must register
online through Autism Ontario to receive a time slot for curbside pick-up. There is a
limited number of swag bags, so be sure to register early. The deadline is April 10, 2021.
For more information on World Autism Day, please visit Autism Ontario.

COVID-19 SCREENING GUIDANCE AND SCREENING TOOL
PROTOCOLS

Mandatory daily self-screen before going to school and staying home
when you’re not feeling well helps keep your school and community
safe.
Attached is the screening tool everyone should be completing before coming
to school
Screening tool: COVID-19 school screening tool
Attestation form to be completed for return to school/child care
https://www.hwcdsb.ca/files/?fileID=462169

FUNDAMENTAL MOVEMENT CHALLENGE ACTIVITY
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board promotes physical
literacy and the development of a heathy and active lifestyle for all students.
Over the past three years, the HWCDSB has partnered with Rising Stars to
deliver job embedded training in the development of fundamental movement
skills. As a culmination to the three-year project, all participating classes (K –
Grade 5) will have an opportunity to participate in a Fundamental Movement
Challenge activity.
This Fundamental Movement Culminating Challenge will encourage students
to participate independently to complete identified movement skills. The
challenge takes place daily over the next four months and can begin
immediately.
A link to the second instructional video highlighting Kicking is provided here
and student tracking sheets are included at the end of this newsletter.
Subsequent videos will be available in future months in the following order:
Month 1 Jumping
Month 2 Kicking
Month 3 Throwing
Month 4 Catching
This independent challenge is a great opportunity for students to engage in
Daily Physical Activity while learning remotely.
As an incentive to keep students motivated, physical literacy prizes will be
delivered to all schools so that students can be recognized for the great work
of staying physically active and learning the fundamental movements.
Month 2: Kicking
https://youtu.be/bG0T0LY0h9w

SCHOOL PHOTOS HAVE BEEN CANCELLED

Our school photo day has been cancelled due to the new lockdown
measures.

OUR HOLY THURSDAY LITURGY AND WAY OF THE CROSS WALK
WITH CHRIST
On Holy Thursday Mrs. Metcalfe and Mrs. DelSordo’s classes led our school
community in a very beautiful and moving prayer service that included the
stations of the cross. The students contributed their artwork for each of the
stations along with an explanation. The Stations were followed by a
meditative neighborhood Way of the Cross Walk with Christ. Thank you to
all of the staff and students for their work in evangelizing to others through
their actions and prayers.

GROWTH MINDSET
Change your words, change your mindset!

MAKE MANNERS A PRIORITY

MENTAL HEALTH
Let’s all work together to stay physically and mentally healthy!

MATH NUGGET
Can you solve these problems?

Complete a task with your family then submit your answers in the Math
Nugget Box in the office to be entered into a draw at the end of each
month! Good luck!

POPE FRANCIS TWITTER

From Pope Francis’ Twitter
“From the cross God reigns with the disarmed and disarming power of love.
He continues to amaze our minds and hearts. Let us allow ourselves to be
filled with that amazement. Let us gaze upon the Crucified One and say:
“Truly, You are the Son of God.” #GoodFriday
LOOKING AHEAD

•
•

Catholic School Council Virtual Meeting Wednesday April 7 at 6
pm
Physical Literacy Activity Sheets

