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In this issue:
WELCOME BACK

Hope everyone is settling into the routine of being back at school.
We would like to take this opportunity to welcome yet again a
number of new families and students to our school community. St.
Mask Friendly Environment Marguerite d’Youville is a great place to grow and learn. We would
like to also thank the many staff members, students and parents who
Religious Focus for the Year are following and continue to follow the protocols and procedures to
keep us all safe.
Sunday Gospel Reflection
The Theme for Catholic Education Week 2023 is We are Many,
We are One. We will be incorporating this theme into our monthly
News from the Pews
assemblies. We are Many, We are One with the Angles and Saints
in Jesus. Together as a Catholic Community as we have Christ in
Prayer Service & Minute of the centre of our lives enables us to overcome obstacles that seem
Silence for the Queen
overwhelming and together we can conquer all our fears and move
forward in creating a Catholic school community that serves one
Catholic School Council
another to create a positive learning environment for all. Together
we will live our school motto of Where Faith and Knowledge Meet!
Meet the Staff BBQ
As a staff, we will continue to provide our children with a rich
Catholic environment and encourage students to use their unique
Kindergarten
gifts and qualities to reach their true spiritual and academic potential.
Reorganization
Through the collaborative efforts of staff, parents and parish
members, we will continue to encourage our students to realize their
Photo Day Rescheduled
fullness in humanity for which Jesus Christ is the model.
We pray and hope that this year will bring spiritual growth, social,
Telling Tales is Back in
emotional, physical and mental well being, as well as academic
Person
success through our partnerships and hard work with our parish,
families, and peers.
Student Council Election
As a staff we will strive to do our best, and, as always, should you
have any questions and/or concerns, please do not hesitate to
Student Expectations
contact the school. Our weekly newsletters and other information will
be sent through School Messenger as well as posted on our school’s
Our Conflict Resolution Plan website at stmy@hwcdsb.ca.
Welcome Back

Our School Day Schedule

Please make sure your child is wearing a proper uniform. Many of
the girls are wearing leggings and these are not part of the uniform.

Cash Online
Uniforms

Our children are all adjusting to the new expectations. Please be
patient as they work out their new classroom routines and
obligations.

Parent Portal
Please Remember:
Mental Health
Growth Mindset
Math Nugget
Pope Francis Twitter
Looking Ahead
Catholic School Council
Nomination Form

Parish Links
St. Catherine of Siena
905-383-3381

If your child is sick, please do not send them to school. If they have
any of the following symptoms, keep them home:
• Fever (temperature of 37.8°C or greater)
• Sore throat
• Nausea/vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain
• Runny nose, or nasal congestion (in absence of underlying
reasons for these symptoms such as seasonal allergies, post
nasal drip, etc.)
The Ontario Ministry of Health advises everyone to take an active
role in protecting themselves from COVID-19. Here are a few things
that you and your family can do:
• wash your hands often with soap and water or alcohol-based hand
sanitizer
• sneeze and cough into your sleeve
• avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth
• avoid contact with people who are sick
• stay home if you are sick
MASK FRIENDLY ENVIRONMENT

stcatherineofsienachurch.ca
Prayer to
St. Marguerite d’Youville
Saint Marguerite d'Youville,
we turn to you in humble
prayer
because your life speaks to
us
of goodness, compassion
and love
in a world of suffering,
anguish and pain.
It is not unlike the world you
knew
as you went about doing
good
with a great love for the
human family,
with preference for the
poorest of all.
Your dream of universal
charity

We are a mask friendly environment. If you would like to wear a
mask, please do!
RELIGIOUS FOCUS FOR THE YEAR
The theme for Catholic Education Week 2023 is We are Many, We
are One. We are going to use this theme but take it one step further:
We are Many, We are One with the Angels and Saints in Jesus.
In September we will focus on St. Teresa of Calcutta, St. Jean de
Brebeuf, St. Vincent de Paul as well as the Arc Angels: St. Michael,
St. Gabriel and St. Raphael.
We will focus on learning more about the saints and how we can
imitate them and follow in their footsteps to build the Kingdom of
God in our classrooms, in our school and in our communities.

became a mission in the
Church.
We give thanks to you for
the
inspiring vision that is ours
today
as your dream lives on.
May we learn as you did the
life-giving power of love,
the profound peace of
unfailing trust,
the deep mystery of
suffering and pain,
the comfort of prayer.
Saint Marguerite, teach us
to listen,
In the silence of our hearts,
to the God of Mercy and
Compassion.
that we, too, may be signs
of God’s love
to all people of our world.
Amen.
St. Marguerite d’Youville,
Pray for us.
Amen.
Follow us on Twitter
@stmyces

We will also continue to focus on the 7 Habits of Happy Kids.

Enjoy this video with your children. Help them to learn the 7 Habits
and use them daily!
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_ySkbFeRQo
(We have purchased the rites to use this song, so please enjoy it)
LOOK WHOSE PATHS CROSSED ON OUR PILGRIMAGE
JOURNEY!

SUNDAY GOSPEL REFLECTION
Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
1. Sign of the cross
2. Gospel: Luke 16:1-13 “You cannot be the slave of both God
and money.”

The Parable of the Dishonest Manager
Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who
had a manager, and charges were brought to him that this
man was squandering his property. So he summoned him
and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me
an accounting of your management, because you cannot be
my manager any longer.’ Then the manager said to himself,
‘What will I do, now that my master is taking the position away
from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to
beg. I have decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed
as manager, people may welcome me into their homes.’ So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ He answered, ‘A
hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit
down quickly, and make it fifty.’ Then he asked another, ‘And
how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A hundred containers of
wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’
And his master commended the dishonest manager because
he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are more
shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the
children of light. And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by
means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may
welcome you into the eternal homes. “Whoever is faithful in a
very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is dishonest in
a very little is dishonest also in much. If then you have not
been faithful with the dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you
the true riches? And if you have not been faithful with what
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? No
slave can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the
one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise
the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.”
3. Reflection: Reflect on your own or share with others
A. In what ways do you prioritize material things over spiritual
things?
B. Are you responsible in the way you use money and
possessions, or are you wasteful?
C. How do you use your material goods to help others
4. Share petitions that you would like to pray for: Finish with the
special petition: For the poor.

5. Pray the Lord’s Prayer
6. End with the Sign of the Cross
(Taken from St. Catherine of Siena website: Gospel Reflection)

For additional information please go to:
https://www.catherineofsienachurch.ca/

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Parent Meetings First Communion:
Thursday October 27. (at Corpus Christi Site) 7pm St. Marguerite
d’Youville School, Corpus Christi School, St. John Paul II School
First Reconciliation:
Parents/Guardians are invited to bring their children for Confession
some time before First Communion.
Any Saturday 3:30pm to 4:30pm at Our Lady of Lourdes Site or 4pm
to 4:30pm at Corpus Christi Site. You can also contact us to set up a
different time.
First Communion Celebrations:
Saturday April 29, 11am and 1pm St. Marguerite d’Youville School.
CONFIRMATION

Parent Meetings Confirmation:
Thursday October 20, 7pm Confirmation Parent Meeting Corpus
Christi, St. John Paul II and St. Marguerite d’Youville Schools at
Corpus Christi Site
Confirmation Celebrations:
Saturday February 11. 11am, 1pm St. Marguerite d’Youville School

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK 2023

The five sub-themes for Catholic Education Week illuminate the path
to being many and one. We achieve this unity…
Monday: When we see / En voyant
Tuesday: When we listen / En écoutant
Wednesday: When we reflect / En réfléchissant
Thursday: When we learn / En apprenant
Friday: When we act / En agissant
For more information visit http://www.goodnewsforall.ca/

Catholic Education Week Prayer
We are many, we are one; we all form one body in Christ.
Lord,
when we see the one before us, let us reverence your presence
within;
when we listen to one another, let us hear with our hearts;
when we reflect on each encounter, may we discern to understand;
when we learn from those around us, let us respect our differences
with joy;
and when we act, may we be kind and generous to all,
for each person is a member of your body, with all that they are.
We are many, we are one.
Amen.

PRAYER SERVICE AND MINUTE OF SILENCE FOR THE QUEEN

A prayer service will be prayed in each classroom at 1 pm on Mon.
Sept. 19 for the Queen.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL

The Education Act mandates that School Council elections take
place within the first 30 days of the new school year. Elections for St.
Marguerite d'Youville Catholic Elementary School will take place
after our Meet the Staff BBQ on Monday, October 3 at 6:30 p.m.
Many thanks go out to last year’s Council Members for their
dedication and leadership. All parents are welcome to be a part of
our Catholic School Council meetings. If you are interested in being
part of our executive or wish to nominate or support another
candidate, please complete the attached nomination form and return
it to the school by Friday, September 30th.
Each parent or guardian seeking election must be nominated or selfnominated in writing, must have a child registered at the school, and
must declare if he or she is employed by the School Board. If you do
not wish to be a part of the executive, you could serve as a
councillor. There is a minimum of 6 to a maximum of 10 elected
members. Positions are chair or co-chairs, secretary, treasurer and
councillors. A community member shall also be appointed. Please
see the CSC Nomination Information Form at the bottom of this
newsletter.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL ELECTIONS
(1) Each parent/guardian of (a) child(ren) currently attending St.
Marguerite d'Youville School may vote once for each of a maximum
of 10 candidates.

(2) A Parent Candidate Nomination Form/Parent Self Nomination
Form is attached to this newsletter.
(3) You must be present on Election Day in virtual meeting on Mon.
Oct. 3 at 6:30 p.m. to vote.
(4) The Principal will determine ballot position by lot.
(5) All new Council members will be listed in the Weekly Newsletter
following the election.
(6) One Community Representative shall be appointed from the
broader Catholic community at their first meeting. Anyone from the
community wishing to be considered for this position should forward
their name to the office Friday, Sept. 30 at 3:35 p.m.
(7) Nominations close on Tues. Sept. 30 @ 3:35 p.m. No late
nominations will be accepted.
NOTE: If 10 or fewer nominations are received, then all
positions will be acclaimed and no voting day will be required.
MEET THE STAFF BBQ

Please join us Monday, October 3 for our Meet the Staff BBQ.
Harvey’s orders can be purchased through Cash Online.
Come out and enjoy an evening of fun as your child shows you
their classroom. Our Catholic School Council Elections will take
place immediately following our BBQ at 6:30 in our Learning
Commons. Please join us. All parents are welcome.

KINDERGARTEN REORGANIZATION

Last week due to the increase in numbers in our Kindergarten
Classes we had to re-organize all of the classes. Some students will
be moving to new classes. Please help your child adjust to the new
environment by being positive and supportive. This will help with the
transition. We are also very happy to announce Mrs. Borges-Jeffrey
has been reinstated at our school. She will be working as a
Dedicated Early Childhood Educator with Mrs. Iavarone in the KA
Classroom. Welcome back Mrs. Borges-Jeffrey!

PHOTO DAY RESCHEDULED

We have rescheduled our Photo Day to Thursday, October 13. At
that time the classes who did not have the opportunity to have
individual photos done will have them done. All of the class photos
will be taken that day as well. Our Retake Day has been
rescheduled for Tuesday, November 29th.
TELLING TALES IS BACK IN PERSON

Telling Tales Festival
Two Days of Festival Fun… September 24-25, 2022
Telling Tales believes in creating meaningful connections with
the natural world. Finding the “awe” in nature—like discovering a
story that speaks to you—can encourage creativity and emotional
growth. Telling Tales’ partnership with Royal Botanical
Gardens (RBG) provides the perfect opportunity to connect
children and their families with stories, nature, and art.
The 14th Annual Telling Tales Festival returns to in-person
programming over 2 days at RBG’s world-renowned Hendrie
Park. Join Canada’s finest children’s authors & illustrators, along
with local artists, performers, and RBG Ambassadors who will

engage with families in story readings, nature walks, creative
workshops, music, and more. The natural surroundings of RBG,
beautifully accented by the Dan Lawrie International
Sculpture Collection is the ideal setting to open a book and
open a world.
We gratefully acknowledge the Government of Canada, Canada
Council for the Arts, Ontario Ministry of Heritage, Sport, Tourism
and Culture, Ontario Arts Council, City of Hamilton, City of
Burlington, Hamilton Community Foundation and the Dan Lawrie
International Sculpture Collection at RBG for helping to bring
these talented Canadian artists to our community.

Around the Gardens

Follow your ears on Saturday morning and you’ll find Hamilton
Children’s Choir performers in surprise locations as you arrive
at the festival.
Keep your eyes and ears open on Sunday afternoon and you’ll
find Hamilton You Poet performers presenting original spoken
word pieces, inspired by the Hendrie Park landscape and the Dan
Lawrie International Sculpture Collection.
Wander behind the Tea House to explore
the storytimetrail.ca book walk, featuring Outside, You
Notice. Each page of the story includes a QR codes which takes
you to a short video message from the author, Erin Alladin, who
will be presenting on Saturday at the Nature Tales Stage.
Guests will also receive a fun children’s activity booklet.
We are also thrilled to welcome Burlington Student
Theatre who will inhabit classic storybook characters for your
enjoyment. Over the years, Telling Tales’ guests have been
delighted to make the acquaintance of Alice (in Wonderland),
Captain Hook, Harry Potter, and many more. Stay on the lookout!
You never know who you’ll meet throughout your visit.
For more information please visit:
https://tellingtales.org/festivals-events/telling-tales-festival/

STUDENT COUNCIL ELECTION FOR PRESIDENT & VICE
PRESIDENT
Students in Grade 8 are preparing to deliver their speeches at 11:20
on Monday, September 19 in our gym. Voting will take place in the
afternoon from the Grade 5-8 students. Good luck to all of the
students who put their names forward to Lead our School.

STUDENT EXPECTATIONS
We have a wonderful community and we work at providing our
students with positive examples of living as Disciples of Christ and
following in the footsteps of our Patron Saint St. Marguerite
d’Youville. We expect our children to display:
A Positive Attitude
• be cooperative, kind and inclusive to everyone
• report any danger or misbehaviour to an adult
• see win-win when working with others
Respect for All
• Respect the privacy and personal space of others
• Use positive words and body language
Integrity
• Show good sportsmanship
• Take responsibility for your actions
• Stop, think, and make good choices
Do the Right Thing
• Use TASR to solve disagreements
• Respect all property
• Seek an adult if you have a problem
Effort Towards Learning
• Follow directions the first time they are given
• Obey all safety rules
• Sharpen the saw and find a balance
Be Great! Be a Positive Leader!

OUR CONFLICT RESOLUTION PLAN

OUR SCHOOL DAY SCHEDULE
Our School Day Schedule:
Before School Supervision 9:00-9:15
First Period: 9:15-9:45
Second Period: 9:45-10:25
Recess: 10:25-10:40
Period Three: 10:40-11:20
Period Four: 11:20-12:00
LUNCH: 12:00-12:50 (Please note the change in time)
Period Five: 12:50-1:30
Period Six: 1:30-2:10
Recess: 2:10-2:25
Period Seven: 2:25-3:05
Period Eight: 3:05-3:35

Arrival:
Please do not bring your child to school before 9:00
am
There should be no students at school before 9:00 am as there
will be no supervision available.
We are encouraging all students to use ACTIVE
TRANSPORTATION (walking, biking, rolling) to reduce the vehicle
congestion at our school.

Dismissal:
Students will be dismissed from their respective doors and can
proceed to meet you.
Students are strongly encouraged to leave their precious and
personal items at home, only bringing to school what is necessary
for their learning.
Students will continue to be encouraged to wash their hands before
and after eating. They are also encouraged to use hand sanitizer
freely and as needed. When students leave the classroom and
return to the classroom, they should sanitize their hands.
CASH ONLINE

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board offers online
payment for parents. This safe, convenient and easy to use software

can simplify the payment process for families. To register, please
visit http://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com

UNIFORMS
When purchasing your child’s uniform, please refer to the
Uniform Policy which can be found in your child’s agenda or on
our website. Please read the policy carefully as it outlines the
acceptable and unacceptable uniform items. A reminder that all
tops must have a St. Marguerite Logo, either embroidered or
with a crest placed on the left side. These crests can be
purchased at the school office. The Price of the crests has
increased to $4.00. Mandatory School Uniform implies that all
students arrive at school dressed appropriately and in
adherence to the Board and School Uniform Policy. Failure to
do so shall result in consequences as outlined in the Uniform
Policy.

Leggings are not permitted.

PARKING/DROPPING OFF STUDENTS

As part of our continued School Travel Plan, the parking
lot will be off limits to private vehicles and only available
for school bus access and staff parking. This will
alleviate parking issues and make the school grounds
safer for all. Your continued cooperation is encouraged
as it is for the safety of our children.
To avoid a potential hazard, we are no longer allowing any parent
to drive into the parking lot after 8:45 am or 3:15 pm. Children
are walking through the parking lot to get to or from the sidewalks
and moving vehicles in the lot present a potential problem. We are
asking all parents to PLEASE REFRAIN FROM PARKING IN THE
SCHOOL PARKING LOT BEFORE OR AFTER SCHOOL. No
vehicle will be allowed to drive out of our parking lot until after the
bell at 9:15am in the morning until 3:45pm in the afternoon. Let us
go green and park on the side streets and encourage your children
to walk a block or two to school with you.
As safety is our primary concern, a dangerous situation occurs when
many cars try to move into the parking lot and block the entrance way
or stop in front of the school in the No Stopping Area. Please do not
block the roadway, especially as the school bus tries to enter. Also,
do not stop to drop children at the stop signs on the street in front of
the school as cars find it difficult to see children at these intersections.
Please help us alleviate this ongoing problem and keep our students
safe!
PARENT PORTAL

Parent Portal provides virtual window into the classroom
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board (HWCDSB)
is continuing the myClass Learning Management System (LMS)
communication for parents/guardians through the use of the Parent
Portal.
Parents/guardians can access the Parent Portal by going to their

child(ren)’s school website and clicking on the Parent Portal link.
Through the Parent Portal, parents/guardians will be able to access:
• resources that parents/guardians and students can use;
• messages that the teacher posts in Activity Feed;
• the classroom calendar of events;
• student assignment; and,
• portfolio artifacts that highlight student work.
If families have more than one student in the HWCDSB, each will be
featured in one location, whether Kindergarten to Grade 12.
The HWCDSB Parent Portal works on all phones, tablets and
computers via a web browser so that parents can stay connected
wherever they are.
We’re excited to provide you with this virtual window into the
classroom!
The following infographic provides step-by-step instructions on how
to get started using Parent Portal. Please use the same email
address you provided the school when logging into the Parent
Portal.
Note: if you are an HWCDSB employee AND a parent, you need to
provide another email address as you cannot use your HWCDSB
email address to access the Parent Portal.
We look forward to your continued involvement in your student’s
success!
https://www.hwcdsb.ca/325647--HWCDSB-launches-Parent-Portalon-myClass-Learning-Management-System
ECO NEWS
Let’s Try Active School Travel: Walk to School Wednesdays
starting in October.
Active school travel is any person-powered way of getting
around, including walking, rollerblading,
skateboarding/longboarding, biking, wheeling,
scooting etc. There are many benefits to choosing active school
travel.
•

Physical distancing is easy – Choosing the school bus or
driving to school adds another enclosed space to your kid’s
school day. On the other hand, walking, biking or wheeling
to school makes it easy for children to maintain distance
from others as they commute.

•

Healthy children – At least 60 minutes of moderate to
intense physical activity is recommended for elementaryaged children. Active to school can help your family
achieve this goal.

•

Mental well-being – Walking or wheeling to school
increases happiness and results in positive mental health
results like reduced stress, depression, and anxiety.

•

Improves academic performance – Research proves that
kids who move more aren’t just healthier, they also tend to
do better academically, behave better in class and miss
fewer days of school.

•

Reduced emissions, fresh air – Using active modes of
commute to school gets your kid outdoors. Some fresh air
is great after having spent a lot of time indoors due to elearning and lockdown measures. Also, walking reduces
your emissions, thereby improving air quality, and reduces
associated risks of lung and cardiovascular diseases
among children.

•

Safer school zones – Active commute to school makes
schools zones safer by reducing the traffic volumes at bell
times. Improving walking and cycling routes to schools also
enhances the quality of life for the community as a whole.

•

Helps connect with your community – Commuting on
foot, bikes or scooters helps your family discover more
about the neighbourhood you live in and develop a better

relationship with your community.
More details will follow. Perhaps we can start a Walking School Bus

MENTAL HEALTH
Let’s all work together to say physically and mentally healthy!

Back to School Mental Health Kit 2021-2022
Your Mental Health Matters!
Good mental health is something we all want for ourselves, our
friends, our family and others in our community. Just like we care for
our physical health, there are things we need to do to stay mentally
healthy.
Back to School Mental Health Kit 2021-2022

GROWTH MINDSET
This year we will continue to work on developing a growth mindset
with all of our children. Change your words, change your mindset!

MATH NUGGET
Math Nugget
“Good Mathematics is not about how many answers you
know...It’s how you behave when you don’t know.”
Author Unknown

Check out this great, fun math resource!
http://www.mathies.ca/
Complete this task with your family then submit your answers
in the Math Nugget Box in the office to be entered into a draw at
the end of each month! Good luck!
Primary

Junior

Intermediate

POPE FRANCIS TWITTER

From Pope Francis Twitter
“The Lord wants us to make our lives masterpieces through the
everyday things we do.”

LOOKING AHEAD

•
•
•
•
•

Graduation Sweatshirts Order form due Fri. Sept. 23 Please
order through Cash Online
Nomination form below for Catholic School Council due Fri.
Sept. 30.
Catholic School Council Election Meeting Mon. Oct. 3 at 6:30
pm immediately following our Meet the Staff BBQ
Truth and Reconciliation Day Friday September 30th. It will be
an Orange Dress Down Day
Meet the Staff BBQ Mon. Oct. 3 4:30-6:30 pm

NOMINATION FORM FOR CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION
I am the parent/guardian of __________________________________, who is currently registered at this school.
(Full name of student)
Parent’s/Guardian’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________

Home phone: __________________________

Business phone: ________________________________ E-mail: ___________________________________

***COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ONLY IF YOU ARE NOMINATING SOMEONE***
CANDIDATE NOMINATION FORM
I wish to nominate ___________________________________________________________ for an elected position
(full name of parent/guardian nominated)
as a parent/guardian representative on the school council.
She/he is the parent/guardian of __________________________________________________
(full name of student)
___________________________________________

___________________________________

Nominator’s signature

Date

The person I have nominated is an employee of the board. YES



NO



****COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING ONLY IF YOU ARE NOMINATING YOURSELF***
I wish to declare my candidacy for an elected position as a parent/guardian representative on the school council.
I am an employee of the board. YES



NO



__________________________________________
Candidate’s signature

______________________________________
Date

*****************************************************************************
Please include a brief biography of the candidate you have nominated (or autobiography for a self-nomination) on the back of this sheet or on a
separate sheet attached to this form. You will be notified when your nomination has been received.

Office Staff Signature: _________________________

Date Received: _____________________

