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Reflection
As we enter into the month of October, Mother Nature reminds us of our magnificent God.
The trees are starting to change colour, the temperature is starting to drop and the days
are becoming shorter. October also brings us an opportunity to give thanks. Monday,
October 12th is Thanksgiving Day. As a Catholic community, we are going to have our
annual food drive for the Neighbour to Neighbour Centre. The food drive will begin
starting today and continues until Friday, October 9h. Thanking you in advance for your
generosity.
At our first school Mass, Father Mahony reminded us of the importance to nourish our
souls through reading scripture and meditating daily. Our goal is to experience the peace
and love of God, to be connected to nature, getting in touch with the Spirit of God within
us. He mentioned that we don’t become Holy, we are already Holy by our baptism. Our
journey is to experience that holiness with others and to discover the Spirit of God within
us though service to others. Daily Meditation opens our hearts to the love of Jesus.
Receiving the Eucharist on the weekend is important because we are nourished by the
Bread of Life, by being united with others in our Catholic community. Through Christ, the
power of the Spirit will work through us, will enliven our hearts and souls so we can bring
the love of Christ to each other. Let us use our God given gifts of the Holy Spirit to serve
Christ and each other. By serving others, the love of Christ increases within us.
Daily at school, we are constantly reminded to share our God given gifts with others as
our gift to God. We are to be the LIGHT to others. Please continue to encourage your
child(ren) to use their gifts daily by following the EXAMPLE of Jesus in being respectful
students. Encourage them to be ENTHUSIASTIC about their learning and to complete
their work to the best of their ability. If they do this, then they will be responsible for their
actions and will be on the right path to success. Finally, encourage them to make good
choices and strive for EXCELLENCE in everything they do. By making good choices,
they will be safe.
Students are encouraged and guided by staff, parents, parish and community leaders to
achieve their best in all key areas and, hence, reach a level of personal success. Through
these areas of focus, we will recognize students who not only act justly, but who also
choose to make the right choices. Let your light shine!

Each and every day prayer is an important part of our
school day. It is very necessary to pray because it
brings comfort and peace to our busy lives. Please
take time to pray for the school year.

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER
“O God, when I have food,
help me to remember the hungry;
When I have work,
help me to remember the jobless;
When I have a home,
Help me to remember those who have no home at
all;
When I am without pain,
Help me to remember those who suffer,
And remembering,
Help me to destroy my complacency,
Bestir my compassion,
And be concerned enough to help;
By word and deed,
Those who cry out for what we take for granted.
Amen.”
“Generosity and justice, mercy and compassion are key
qualities in the kingdom of God. They enable just
relationships to flourish, broken ones to heal, the weak to
share in God’s bounty along with those who fared better in
life. (Living with Christ Newsletter, Michael Traher,
Scarborough, ON)
As we begin the month of October, let us pray and ask
God to continue to bless each of us in our school
community. May we continue to build the kingdom of God
right here in our school through our daily actions and
activities.
Parents, please note that the Church has dedicated the
month of October to Mary Our Blessed Mother. As a
family try to keep Mary in your daily prayers and whenever
possible try to pray Mary’s most special prayer, The
Rosary.
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BE BRAVE

Father Edward Mahony

FROM THE DESK OF THE PRINCIPAL

September is always a very busy month in the school year when we take a good look at the past and
strive to improve in the areas of routines and work habits to achieve another successful year. We thank
you sincerely for ensuring your children’s smooth transition back into a new school year. We hope you
are using the agendas daily to record assignments and tests.
A great big thank you is extended to all of our families who attended our Meet the Staff BBQ. Despite the
weather, it was a great evening of socializing and getting to know each other. Thanks for your continued
support. Thank you also to all of the parents and staff who helped to organize the event. A GREAT big
thank you goes out to Harvey’s Restaurant for taking care of our good “eats.” It is through collaboration
with all partners in education that St. Marguerite d’ Youville will continue to develop our students to be
critical thinkers who know what the right choice is to make and who can lead others to follow in the path
of Christ.

ST. MARGUERITE DYOUVILLES FEAST DAY

October 16th is the Feast Day of St. Marguerite d’Youville

St. Marguerite d’Youville is regarded as the Universal Mother of Charity, a woman who left her imprint
on us and inspired others to follow her example of unselfish love and devotion in helping those in need.
She founded the order of the Grey Nuns in Quebec and was the first native Canadian to be declared a
Saint by Pope John Paul II.
In showing reverence to St. Marguerite this month, we encourage our students to be more like her. We
want everyone to show compassion, respect and love for one another and learn by her example.
We also encourage our students to say a prayer to her every day. Here is a beautiful prayer we will
begin praying at school each morning. Each student was given a bookmark with this prayer on it to
decorate and use as a special reminder of St. Marguerite. May each of us continue her journey of
service, love and compassion.

Prayer to
St. Marguerite d’Youville
St. Marguerite d’Youville,
you had a listening ear,
a compassionate heart;
your life, truly a living Gospel,
inspires our actions.
Lend us your eyes
that we may discover
the most urgent needs of our times.
Lend us your ears
that we may hear
the cries of pain and distress.

Lend us your hands
that we may dress wounds
and alleviate pain.
But most especially,
Lend us your heart,
that we may manifest God’s tenderness
through our boundless love.
Beseech the Father to give us
as He did to you,
a dauntless faith,
an invincible hope,
a universal charity.
Amen.
We will be celebrating our Patroness’ Feast Day at school beginning with a prayer service in the Gym. All
parents and relatives are welcome to attend.
NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Corpus Christi Church News
Confirmation Mass:

Saturday, November 7th, 2015 at 10:00 am

Grade 2 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting: Thursday, January 14th, 2016 at 7:00 pm
First Reconciliation:

Saturday, February 6th, 2016 at 10:30 am

First Holy Communion: Saturday May 14th, 2016 at 10:30 am
More details and information will come closer to the date. We look forward to being a part of your child’s
spiritual journey with Jesus. Please continue to keep our Grade 7 and Grade 2 students in your daily
prayers as they prepare for these very important Good Days in their lives.
APPRECIATION GOES OUT TO…



All staff for creating a very positive and welcoming school community



Participants during our first school mass which was celebrated on Sept. 29th in our school gym.
Thank you to Father Edward Mahony who presided and to the relatives who attended and
celebrated with us. Thank you to the intermediate teachers and students who prepared for our
celebration of the Eucharist. Special thanks to Mrs. van Kester for her musical accompaniment and
for leading our choir of Mrs. Parisse & Mrs. Krawesky’s students. Please be sure and join us for all
our masses.



All our students involved in various service opportunities:

Team

We commend your spirit of service and encourage our students to continue to take your commitments
seriously and to show respect for others. Continue to demonstrate how success is achieved through
responsible, respectful and safe behaviour.

MANDITORY POLICE CHECKS

The Child Protection Act requires that all persons working with students, as employees and/or volunteers,
need to obtain a police check. If you plan to volunteer at the school or to attend class trips, please pick up
a letter at the school office. This letter will reduce the cost of the police check. Please note that this
check may take 4-6 weeks.

PARENTAL PROTOCOL

We are always here to address your concerns, but please follow the proper protocol channels when
seeking answers. Your child's teacher is your first point of communication when needing clarification or
when an issue arises with your child in the classroom. Similarly, if there are concerns of a school wide
nature, please feel free to contact the administrative personnel to seek accurate information.

CONGRATULATIONS TO ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE ON WINNING CANADA’S GREENEST SCHOOL

St. Marguerite d’Youville Catholic Elementary School is showing its true colours.
After achieving ‘platinum’ Ontario EcoSchools certification this past June, St. Marguerite followed the four-time
achievement on Sept. 15th with the Canada Green Building Council’s ‘Greenest School in Canada’ award.
The CaBGC recognition program was established in 2014 to showcase Canadian schools that exemplify how
sustainability can be woven into the infrastructure, culture and curriculum of a school. Schools are judged on their
efficient use of resources and reduced environmental impact, enhanced health and learning among students, teachers
and staff, and emphasis on sustainability and resource-conservation education.
For teacher and school eco-rep Mrs. Lucy Hunt, the award is validation of all the hard work that has gone into making St.
Marguerite not only Canada’s Greenest School, but a school that takes its stewardship of God’s Creation to heart.
Since enrolling in the Ontario EcoSchool program ten years ago, the school has reduced its waste from 13 garbage bags
a day to one. Litterless lunches are practised daily, and plastic water bottles have been banned from the school. Energy
use is charted and monitored by ‘busters’ who check that computer monitors and lights are turned off when not in use.
They’re little things, but they add up to a perfect accreditation score.
“To be named ‘Greenest School in Canada’ is a testament to our work of the past ten years as a platinum certified
Ontario EcoSchool and speaks to the total commitment of everyone in our school community to care for and protect our
Earth,” said Hunt. “It’s been a true labour of love.”
This year St. Marguerite d’Youville will celebrate its 10th anniversary with the Ontario EcoSchools program and its tenth
year of eco-certification – the first six years at the gold level and the last four at the platinum level. Locally, the school
has been awarded the City of Hamilton’s School of the Year/School in Motion for three years running, and has won
numerous Smart Commute awards for its Walk and Roll to School Yellow Days. St. Marguerite is also a five-time winner
of the Recycling Council of Ontario’s Waste Free Lunch Challenge and for the past three years has been awarded Metro
Green Apple Grants, which have been used to host Healthy Eco Fairs where students are able to share their best eco
practices with other schools.
With this latest honour, the school, known locally and provincially for its environmental achievements, can now add a
national recognition to its banner.
The announcement, kept secret until Sept. 15th, was shared with students and staff at a ‘Live Green’ assembly where
the school community celebrated not only its 10 years’ association with the Ontario EcoSchools program, but its new
designation as “Canada’s Greenest School.”

“This is wonderful news for St. Marguerite d’Youville and it is because of the ownership that each and every one of our
students, staff and parents take in being Stewards of Creation,” said Principal Mrs. Jenny Frappa.
“I know they will continue to be leaders in protecting, sustaining and preserving our Earth through their vocation to serve
the world and each other.”

WASTE REDUCTION WEEK

Waste Reduction Week - October 19th – 23rd

This week provides an excellent opportunity to encourage waste reduction in our school community and
in our homes. The goal is to reach ZERO waste. The Recycling Council and the National Waste
Reduction Week Committee aim to educate, engage and empower the public. The theme of Waste
Reduction Week is meant to draw attention to the importance of working towards ecological sustainability
through waste avoidance and resource conservation. This environment initiative continues to be one of
our targets this year as a Platinum Ontario EcoSchool.
We are happy to say that we have seen less of the one time use of plastic water bottles in our weekly
recycling. Signs are posted around our school as visible reminders of our target - No Plastic Water
Bottles. We are very close to reaching our target of ZERO plastic water bottles on school property.
With team work everything is possible. Thank you to all the families for working with the school
community.
Litterless lunches have been a part of St. Marguerite’s target for the last ten years. In fact, St. Marguerite
won the Waste Free Lunch Challenge sponsored by The Recycling Council of Ontario and Metro for the
fifth time. Our school was one of the top 20 schools in Ontario to gain this honour. We are the only
school in Ontario to win this honour five years in a row. Let’s aim for six!!!!
We remind all of St. Marguerite’s students and staff to continue to maintain and always improve in their
Eco endeavours to minimize waste and recycling. We all know that our eco goals are only successful
when the students, staff, parents and families work together to help keep our earth healthy. Let us all
work together to make this week successful and improve our waste and recycling minimization to
ZERO and continue to stretch this eco-friendly practice out for the entire year!
We will continue to encourage everyone to participate in eating boomerang lunches and snacks. Again,
we ask your eco support in packing lunch, snacks and drinks in safe reusable containers and toting your
trash home. Remember to read the packages and try to choose eco-friendly products if buying packaged
items. (Kool Aid Jammers, Lunchables and some yogurt products are not recyclable. Only numbers #1,
2, 5 and 6 in the recycling triangle label are recyclable in our area). Left overs (peels, cores) can be put
back in the students’ reusable containers to be added to the Green Bin at home as we collect only brown
paper towels and napkins in our Green Bins at school. Our students are very responsible citizens and
understand that any part of lunch that comes to school must go home. Many eat everything they bring
and minimal waste is seen in our garbage. Way to go everyone!
Let’s take Metro’s Waste Free Lunch Challenge again this year, waste not and WIN!

YELLOW DRESS DOWN DAY

It’s Yellow Day on Tuesday, October 6th!
Be a “smart commuter”! Let’s wear yellow and walk or roll to school.
Last June we had an amazing Yellow Day with almost 200 students riding their bikes to school along with
almost everyone walking.
Wear yellow and use active transportation!
Let’s be the EcoStars that shine!!!

St. Marguerite wins COMMUNITY in MOTION
Award for School of the Year!
The City of Hamilton’s Community in Motion Award for the School of the Year in 2015 was
presented to the St. Marguerite community – another award to add to our ECO Wall of Fame.
At St. Marguerite d’Youville, we walk the talk!
Let’s do it again and make this Yellow Day our best yet! Wear yellow and use active
transportation!

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION NEWS

One pair of shorts, one jersey, one pair of runners or cleats, a pinch of drive, a cup of spirit, a cup of skill, and a
sprinkle of Mustang flare. that, people, is the recipe to our next adventurous and fun C.Y.O sport season. The
student body that make up our teams for this season’s sports will strut their stuff on the court with Junior and Senior
Girls’ Basketball, on the field with Junior and Senior Flag football, and on the Marydale Park trails with Fall Cross
Country. The season has only begun and the athletes are having fun and rearing to go.
Go-o-o-o-o-o Mustangs!!!!

CYO CROSS COUNTRY MEET

St. Marguerite d’Youville’s Fall Cross Country Team
On your mark, get set, gooooooooooooooo MUSTANGS!!!!! Our school’s Cross
Country Team has been practising since September. We wish the runners who will be
attending the Marydale Park CYO System Meet on Monday, October
5th, luck, sunshine and speeeeeeeeeeeeed!

STUDENT COUNCIL

We welcome another wonderful group of students to represent the students on our 2015-2016 student
council. The President is Mary O. The vice-president is Danvi K. The classroom reps are Alexis,
Nyeema, Matthew, Sephora, Evan, Gabrielle, Marvin, Raegan, Jordin, Chiara, Ava, Alina, Gia, Chichi,
Frankie, Vivian, Mathew, Naomi and Antonio. On October 1st, the grade 7 and 8 representatives will
visit the We Day Concert. We Day is a celebration of youth making a difference in their local and global
communities. Together they offer young people the tools and the inspiration to take social action,
empower others and transform lives. Throughout the year we will do more to help make a difference.
The students will be promoting and encouraging a Thanksgiving Food drive. Collection of all nonperishable food items or products (i.e. diapers, toothpaste, etc) will continue until Friday, October 9th.
The students are hosting a Halloween dance in the gymnasium on Friday October 30th. Students
may wear appropriate costumes (no weapons or masks). The Grade 8 dancers under Ms. Di Trapani's
leadership will perform the Thriller Dance. More details will come home regarding this event. We thank
you in advance for all of your support in making St. Marguerite a fun place to learn. The Student Council
will be collecting $1.00 to dress down to support the United Way. We look forward to preparing many fun
events for the school this year so stay tuned!

LEARNING COMMONS NEWS

“A Learning Commons is a flexible and responsive approach to helping schools focus on learning
collaboratively…Within a Learning Commons, new relationships are formed between learners, new technologies
are realized and utilized, and both students and educators prepare for the future as they learn new ways to learn.”
Ontario Library Association, Together for Learning. (2010) please feel free to contact Mrs. Coons, our teacherlibrarian, if you have any further questions.

We have had to make an adjustment in Mrs. Coon’s schedule, as of Monday October 5, she will be at our
school on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Catholic School Council would like to welcome all staff, students and their families back to the new school
year. St. Marguerite d'Youville Catholic School Council is committed to ensuring all students have the
resources and support to reach their academic potential. Our committee will continue to work together
and create an enriching environment for the students and community.
The Catholic School Council for 2015/2016
Chair: Rosie Topic
Co Chair: Lorranie Rohr
Treasurer: Kelly Braccio
Secretary: Deanna Modaffari
Councillors: Grace Delmonaco, Mary Fragomeni, Edoardina Gagliano, Joanne Kerepcich,
Diane Popovic, Shane Venturelli
Teacher Representative: Ms. Bilanzola, Mrs. Giro, Mrs. Hunt
Non-Teaching Representative: Mrs. Nunes
Principal: Mrs. Frappa
Principal Intern: Mr. Quaglia
Next Catholic School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 13 at 6:30 pm in the school library. All
parents are welcome to attend. Hope to see you there! The Catholic School Council is looking forward to working
with everyone to make this a great year for our children. Please feel free to bring any ideas or suggestions forward
to any of our Catholic School Council Representatives.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL FOOD DAYS

Food Days:

Pizza days will begin on Friday, October 16th. The order forms for 4 weeks of pizza will go home on Monday,
October 5th to be returned on Tuesday, October 13th. NO late orders will be accepted! Pizza days will be every
Friday (unless there is a PA Day on Friday, then it will be on Thursday) at the cost of $2 per slice.
SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER

We will be having a sub day on the last Wednesday of the month. We will have our first sub day on Wednesday,
October 28th. Order forms will be coming home Monday, October 19th.
SCHOOL ON-LINE PAYMENT

Once again, families are encouraged to register for the online payment system. Last year, we received
many positive comments from parents as to the convenience of using the system in making payments for
pizza, trips and other forms of school related purchases. Schools across the province have adopted this
parent-friendly method of payment, some with up to 80% and 90% participation. You can now access the
system via a link on our school website (stmdy.hwcdsb.ca). Please follow the registration prompts
provided.
For safety and efficiency reasons, we want to reduce the amount of cash and cheques coming into our
school. We are asking parents to please take 5 minutes to register, by following the steps below. Once
you are registered online, you will begin receiving emails about upcoming events.
Here is a one minute movie clip that will give you a brief overview of the registration and online shopping
experience. http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
Register Online:
Step 1: Please click on this link: https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com
Step 2: Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps.
Step 3: After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option, login and add each
of your children to your household account.
Note: If you have already registered with us in 2014-15, there is no need to re-register. Just ensure
that all new students to the school are added to your account profile.
THE CLASSROOM WITH THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REGISTERED ONLINE WILL
RECEIVE A PIZZA PARTY ! LET’S ALL GET REGISTERED!

PEDICULOSIS (LICE)

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board (HWCDSB) is committed to ensuring that
all reasonable efforts are made to protect the health and well-being of our students by creating
awareness of head lice and preventing and\or minimizing the spread of head lice in the schools.
Head lice are wingless insects that live only on the scalp of human beings. They cannot fly or jump, and
they are not found on cats, dogs or any other household pets. The bites from head lice can cause itching
and scratching. Scratching may cause sores which can get infected. When children play, their heads
often touch. Lice crawl from head to head. Head lice are spread by direct head to head contact only.
(Facts of Lice, 2003, Hamilton Public Health and Community Services Department)
Based on the current medical research, it is essential that head lice be treated with two
applications of an approved treatment seven days apart.
Procedures for when Head Lice is identified:
1) Parents/guardians of students identified with head lice will be notified by the school and will be required
to seek treatment for the child.
2) Parents/guardians are required to complete the first application of an approved treatment prior to the
student returning to school.
3) Parents/guardians are required to complete the Verification of Treatment form and return it to the
school when the student returns following the first application of an approved treatment.
4) If the Principal has concerns that an individual case of head lice is an indication of a larger concern, the
Principal may consult with the school’s designated social worker.
5) All parents/guardians of students in a class in which a student or students are found to have head lice
will be notified.
6) A school may designate a specific day or days for screening all students for head lice, using trained
resource persons.
7) Parents are reminded to take responsibility to check their child’s hair frequently and to co-operate by
administering an approved treatment recommended by a pharmacist or medical practitioner when
needed.
Note: Outbreaks of head lice among school children are a common occurrence. If your child has lice,
please call the office and report it so that we can follow up in a timely fashion. Your call will be kept
confidential. For help dealing with lice, call the city at 905-546-2489. They can tell you more about their
“Bug Buster” program.
FLU VIRUS

As the flu season approaches, please remind your child about proper hand washing and hygiene habits.
Updates will be posted on the Board website as well as our school website. Kindly take the time to read it
over and make note of any instructions. If your child displays flu-like symptoms, it is strongly
recommended to keep your child at home in order to prevent the spread of the virus. When reporting the

absence to the office, please inform us if your child has flu-like symptoms. Students will be reminded to
wash their hands frequently, to cough/sneeze into their elbow and to avoid sharing snacks and personal
belongings.
HPV/HEPATITIS B VACCINATIONS

On Wednesday, October 21st, our female students in Grade 8 will be offered the vaccine for Human Papilloma
Virus (HPV) by the Hamilton Public Health Services. On that same day, Public Health will also administer the
Hepatitis B vaccine for the Grade 7 students. Permission forms will be sent home soon.
PILGRIMAGE

On Sunday, October, 18th, grades 7 to 12 students of the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board will
be participating in a Pilgrimage “Walk with Christ-Justice for the Poor” which will raise money to support
projects in Uganda, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. In addition, funds will be set-aside for the Development
and Peace Emergency Appeal Fund. The pilgrimage will serve to create awareness around world hunger, need
for health care, shelter and proper education. As a Catholic school system, we are called to identify with the
needs of the world, to promote Christ’s presence and love for the poor. Parents, we are encouraging all of our
Grade 7 and Grade 8 students to take part in the pilgrimage. This event will be a great opportunity for
students to walk as one Catholic community, taking a stand for social justice. For more information please contact
the school to speak with Mme Giro, Ms. DiTrapani and/or your child’s classroom teacher.
VISITORS IN THE SCHOOL

When entering the school all parents, visitors and/or volunteers are to use the FRONT DOORS of the
school only. We appreciate your cooperation in identifying yourself and obtaining a Visitor Pass from the
Main office when you visit the school or arrive to take your child for a doctor's appointment, etc. If
someone other than a parent (aunt, uncle, cousin, neighbour etc.) is meeting your child at school, kindly
let the school secretary know by note or phone call beforehand. Unless a visitor pass is worn you are
considered a stranger to the staff and students and, therefore, will be asked to report to the office. Please
remember to sign out upon your departure.
Parents who are dropping their children off in the morning or picking them up at the end of day are asked
to wait outside by the dismissal doors. For the safety of all, we ask that dogs and/or other pets not be
brought onto school property.

PARKING

The safety of children is important to everyone in our community. Pedestrian activity is traditionally more
prevalent in proximity to schools, particularly during morning arrival and afternoon dismissal.
Over the last several years, the high volume of motorists dropping off and picking up children at schools
throughout the city has increased, creating potentially unsafe traffic conditions. In an effort to improve
traffic safety around schools, various parking regulations have been enacted. Drivers are encouraged to
obey these regulations to create a safer environment for school children.
Please see the attached flyer from the ByLaw Officer regarding Road Safety.

PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE CLOTHING DRIVE
The Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board is once again collecting new and gently experienced First
Communion and Prom Dresses/Suits and accessories for the Precious Moments Boutique. These events are
marked with much excitement but also can pose a significant financial burden for many families in our community.
Please bring donations to your home school the week of November 2nd. Thank you for your continued support.
Information regarding Open Houses for 2016 will be forwarded in the New Year. For information contact:
Kelly Duffy-Kariam School Social Worker 905-525-2930 Ext. 2831

CONCUSSION PROTOCOL

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board (HWCDSB) recognizes that children and
adolescents are among those at greatest risk for concussions. The potential for a concussion is greatest
during activities where collisions can occur, such as during physical education (PE) class, playground
time, or school-based sports activities. However, concussions can happen any time a student’s head
comes into contact with a hard object, such as a floor, desk, or another student’s head or body.
Recent research has made it clear that a concussion can have a significant impact on a student’s
cognitive and physical abilities. Without identification and proper management, a concussion can result in
permanent brain damage. Awareness of the signs and symptoms of concussion and knowledge of how to
properly manage a diagnosed concussion is critical in a student’s recovery and is essential in helping to
prevent the student from returning to learning or physical activities too soon and risking further
complications.
Please be advised that should your child be suspected of a concussion based on the signs and
symptoms they are presenting, this new Concussion protocol will now come into effect.
For more information on this protocol, please visit the Board's website under the Board tab, Policies and
Procedures at http://www.hwcdsb.ca.
INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES

Current educational research indicates that learning or maintaining a second or third language has a
positive effect on all aspects of a child’s educational development. The focus of the Board’s International
Languages Program is to offer an opportunity to develop and/or maintain the ability to listen, speak, read,
write and understand a new language or the language of the home or heritage.
The Board offers free classes to elementary students in your vicinity. For information on schools in your
vicinity offering international languages, please refer to the flyer that is posted on the Board web site
under International Language elementary, or www.st.charles.ca

MEDIC-ALERT-NO CHILD WITHOUT PROGRAM IS AT OUR SCHOOL

The No Child Without program offers a free MedicAlert membership to students who attend our school
and are between the ages of 4 up to their 14th birthday. If your child has a medical condition, allergy or is
required to take medication on a regular basis, you should consider a MedicAlert membership through
this program. MedicAlert is your child’s voice in an emergency,
For further information come to the office for a brochure or go to www.nochildwithout.ca. To register your
child you will need a No Child Without brochure from the office. If your child is already part of the No
Child Without program and there have been changes to their medical condition, medications or
emergency contact information, call MedicAlert at 1-866-679-3220 to update your child’s file.

SCHOOL MASS

Our next School Mass will be on Wednesday November 25th, at 10:30 a.m. at Corpus Christi Church. Please
plan to attend and celebrate with us as a Catholic community.
PROGRESS REPORTS

Your child will receive a Progress Report on Tuesday, November 17th. It will give you an indication of your child’s
progress in the essential Skills of Learning, such as Homework Completion, Independence and Cooperation with
Others. Parent Teacher conferences will take place on Thursday, November 19 from 4:30-8:30. A letter will be
going home to schedule your interview.
BUSSING

Thank you to our student bus buddies, and patrollers who have volunteered their time to help with our children.
The patrollers will be attending a training session on Tuesday October 6th. Parents, you are asked to stress proper
conduct while your child/children ride(s) the school bus. In order to maintain safety and order, students are to
follow Board policy, which includes:





being at the bus stop at least 10 minutes earlier than pick up times indicate
while waiting for the bus, students must not run around on private property, failure to respect private
property may result in the bus stop being moved to another location
when boarding and unloading the bus, students are to remain in a single line
remain seated at all times while the bus is in motion









obey the instructions of the school bus driver and bus patrollers to keep the bus clean
do not eat on the bus
do not touch emergency doors or exits
do not throw anything inside or out of the bus
never stick hands, head or feet or other objects out of the window
avoid excessive noise and rowdiness, or conduct which may distract the driver
keep aisles clear at all times

Riding a school bus is a privilege and behaviour that is unsafe may result in a suspension from riding the
bus.
STUDENT UNIFORM POLICY

As you are aware all students JK to Grade 8 at St. Marguerite d’Youville School are required to wear the approved
school uniform as stated in the H.W.C.D.S.B policy. Students are reminded that they must wear navy or white
collared shirts (golf, polo or oxford type shirts). Blouses should have no lace or frills on collars or sleeves.
Students may wear a plain (no writing), white t-shirt underneath their uniform top. All tops must be crested
(embroidered/sewn or ironed on). Corduroy pants, cargo pants or any pants with large pockets are not
acceptable. Shiny shorts are also not acceptable. Koby pants have been an acceptable piece of uniform, but
as soon as your child grows out of this item, you are asked to not replace it as the Board is phasing this
uniform piece out of circulation. Please continue to bring in uniform items that no longer are in use at your
home. We provide uniform items to students who need them Thank you for your donation! The costs of the
Crests have increased to $3.00 and are available from the office.

YOUR HELP IS REQUIRED IN MEETING OUR SCHOOL GOALS

Our school goals are to improve student achievement, improve attendance/punctuality, and promote healthy
living in our Catholic faith community. Please remember that we are a NUT SENSITIVE school. McDonald’s
and other treats should be saved to be enjoyed on the weekend so our students are packing & bringing a
healthy lunch with them to school.
We want to raise the bar and narrow the gap so that ALL students can achieve their full potential academically,
socially and spiritually.
Thank you for getting your child to school on time and on a regular basis. We appreciate the phone call when
your child is going to be absent or has an appointment. Thank you for respecting our security system and coming
to the office upon entry to our school. Together, we can make every minute of instruction count. We all know that
students who attend classes on time, on a regular basis, have a nutritious breakfast, snacks and bring

healthy lunches to school with them, feel better about themselves and are ready to learn. Teachers and
staff can then do their part and together we help raise a responsible child in our Catholic faith tradition.
SUPERVISION AND DROPPING OFF LUNCHES

Just a reminder to parents that school begins at 9:05 and supervision on the yard does not begin until 8:50. Please
ensure that your children are not at school until that time. Some parents are dropping off lunches to students in the
school yard. Please refrain from this practice and bring the lunches to the office. As a matter of fact, it is much
better and less disruptive if your children could bring their own lunch to school in the morning.
REPORT CARDS AND PROGRESS REPORT

There will be one Progress Report coming home on Tuesday, November 17th.
The first term report card will go home Wednesday, February 17th followed by the term 2 report card on Monday,
June 27th.
ALLERGIES
We would like to take this opportunity to thank all of the parents for sending in all forms, epi-pens, puffers and
medication within the first week of school for students who are at risk due to health concerns and allergies.
We would also like to remind parents/guardians, that St. Marguerite d’Youville School is an Allergen Aware school
and certain rooms and areas of the school have signs posted which restrict such items as nut products, eggs,
shellfish, etc.
All families are asked to refrain from sending in lunch items and snacks that contain peanuts/nuts, especially items
from Bulk Bins, as they often contain traces of nuts. Timbits or products from Tim Hortons are also a concern due
to possibilities of cross contamination. Only treats/food items designated as peanut/tree nut free are
permissible in all classes. WOW Butter is an acceptable item. We just ask that parents either use the stickers that
are under the jar’s label to let us know it is WOW Butter and not peanut butter. Please let's work together to keep
everyone safe.

MEDICATIONS

A friendly reminder: If your child has medical/health concerns and/or allergies, and you have not yet
contacted the school, please contact the office as soon as possible.
Also any medication, including aspirin, which needs to be administered to your child, can only be done so with the
completion of appropriate forms filled out by both doctor and parent/guardian. Please do not ask your child to keep
any medication in their school bags or on their person. This poses a risk to other students.
ILLNESS/APPOINTMENTS

If you are aware of your child’s absence in advance, due to illness or a Doctor’s appointment, please call the school
between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. to report your child’s absence.
If your child gets sick at school, a call will be made home for someone to pick up your child. Please remember we
will not send a sick child home unless accompanied by an adult.
PARENT CONFERENCE 2015

The 23rd Annual Parent conference, “Weaving the Catholic Partnership” is scheduled to take place on Saturday,
November 7th, 7:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at Bishop Ryan Catholic Secondary School. Please plan to attend as
the networking and knowledge gained will be beneficial to supporting our children.
PETS AT SCHOOL

We ask that you do not bring your pet on school property when you are picking up or dropping off a student.
Please be supportive and leave your pets at home. Thank you.

PARENT VOLUNTEERS

We strive to make our school a welcoming and safe environment.
Knowing this, we need to set parameters around volunteering at our school. As a staff, we have decided on the
following procedures for volunteers:
1) Our school board and the Ministry of Education mandates that ALL volunteers have a valid police check.
You can ask at our office for a letter and take it to the central police department and they will conduct your
police check.
2) IF you already have a police check, you must validate it every year. Mrs. Spatazzo in the office can give
you the form.
3) You have two choices (or both) once you are “registered” as a volunteer (Mrs. Spatazzo will inform
Mrs. Smith our volunteer coordinator). You may:
a) Volunteer in a classroom – but not your child’s classroom (for obvious reasons). IF the teacher asks
you to volunteer (and you are on the volunteer list), you may help out for a short period of time in your
child’s classroom, but not on a regular basis.
b) Volunteer for a School Trip – If the classroom teacher needs volunteers, it will be included on your
child’s trip form. We do allow parents to volunteer for their child’s trip ONLY if the classroom teacher
needs volunteers
MATHEMATICS HOMEWORK HELP

Parents of Grade 7 and 8 students ….Did you know??
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board, in partnership with the Ministry of Education, and
the Independent Learning Centre (ILC) is pleased to offer all Grades 7, 8, 9 and 10 - Mathematics
students FREE online Mathematics homework assistance.
Designed to enhance students’ learning skills and contribute to academic success in Mathematics,
Homework Help offers all registered users access to free real-time one-on-one Mathematics tutoring with
an Ontario Certified Teacher from 5:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Sunday through Thursday, and unlimited
access to a variety of other learning supports. Homework Help can be readily accessed via the link
provided at http://ontario.ca/homeworkhelp, or directly at http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org.

MAKING MATH FUN!

Making Math Fun at Home and in the Classroom
e-math+, a new online tool for Grade 3–6 has been created in partnership with Nelson Mathematics to
connect math learning in the classroom and at home. Your child in grades 3-6 has been registered and a
package containing their login information and information about the new tool has been sent home.
e-math+ has features designed specifically to help you understand the math lessons your child is
learning and help you assist your child to be successful: Understand current math language and teaching
strategies
Nelson Mathematics textbooks
Be sure and take some time to review the tool with your child and to use it to reinforce math
concepts and new learning on line!
OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT
A reminder to all parents and students about the Outdoor Equipment allowed on the yard: Students are
allowed to play with soft NERF like balls on the yard. Basketballs are only allowed at the basketball nets.
Students are encouraged to bring in their own soft Nerf like balls. We need to Be Responsible for equipment, Be
Respectful and return the equipment and Be Safe by playing only with the allowed equipment.

Remember to play safe!
AFTER SCHOOL LITERACY AND NUMERACY/HOMEWORK CLUB

Intermediate students are reminded to return their forms as soon as possible for this very worthwhile program.
Grade 7 and 8 students are given the opportunity to get additional help, work on their homework on Mondays and
Wednesdays for one hour after school is dismissed. Tutor (Mr. Quaglia), will be available to assist our students.
The program starts on Wednesday, October 14th and runs through until the end of May. Thank you to our staff for
providing this wonderful opportunity for our students.

WORLD EDUCATOR’S DAY

QUALITY TEACHERS FOR QUALITY EDUCATION
On October 5, we join over one hundred countries in celebrating World Teacher’s Day. Congratulations St.
Marguerite dYouville teachers, for all that you do in working with our students to help them achieve their fullest
potential. Your compassion and commitment to academic excellence, spiritual and social development rooted in
the Catholic faith is greatly appreciated. Your dedicated service to our students, families and parish is instrumental
in helping our students achieve.
HAMILTON WENTWORTH CATHOLIC DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD’S INTERNET
ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic School Board has actively pursued making advanced computer technology
available to our students in order to enhance learning opportunities. All students have the opportunity to access
the Board’s computer network for electronic mail and the internet.
Access to e-mail and the Internet will enable learners to explore thousands of libraries, data bases and bulletin
boards, and to communicate and share information with individuals or groups of other students throughout the
country and the world. In using the Internet, students must understand and practice proper and ethical use.
Access to the computer network services provided by the Board is a privilege – not a right.
Access entails responsibility. Access is given to students who agree to act in a responsible and acceptable
manner.
In short, students may access the school computer and Internet sites only with teacher permission, as directed by
the classroom teacher and only when under a teacher’s supervision.
At no time should students be using the computer without direct teacher permission and supervision.
UKULELE CLUB

Mrs. van Kester our Arts Integrated Teacher will be starting a Ukulele Club for grade 4 - 8 students. There is still
room for 10 more members. If your child is interested in joining the club they will need to pick up the information
letter from Mrs. van Kester asap.

This club will get kids playing in a group regardless of musical background or experience. Everything from classic
rock to modern top 40 will be covered! Designed to be all inclusive, kids new to the instrument won’t be
overwhelmed while more experienced ukers will be challenged.
The ukulele is one of the best introductory instruments there is. Easy to play for smaller hands, the uke opens the
door to the larger world of musical instruments in a fun way.
SCHOOL GYM UNIFORM/SPIRIT WEAR

School gym uniforms can also be worn as SPIRIT WEAR on civvies days. If you would like to make a purchase,
please fill out the attached order form and have your child return it to school by Friday October 16. The order form
is attached with this newsletter.
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS

Parents/guardians....help us celebrate your child's achievements and recognition for involvement in the
activities outside of the school (volunteering, special awards, community involvement, fundraising, etc)
Send materials of recognition (newspaper articles, pictures, write ups) to the school for our media board.
We want to showcase St. Marguerite d’Youville’s achievements with pride!

CONGRATULATIONS SEPTEMBER AWARD WINNERS

September Award Winners
Teacher’s Name

Christian Service
Award

Enthusiasm
Award

Excellence
Award

Healthy Habits
Award

Mrs. Simpson

Gwyneth H.

Milana M.

Ariana P.

David C.

Mrs. MirraAmmendolia

Isabella N.

Madden J.

Dimitrios C.

Maya F.

Mrs. Racanelli

C.J. M.

Alexander M.

Celina S.

Alexander N.

Ms. Gera

Vanessa J.

Shalayia F.

Angelo H.

Elunia R.

Mrs. Bellavia

Alexandra R.

Miguel S.

Bianca L.

Joey M.

Ms. Berardi

Gavin M.

Mateo Z.

Lauren W.

Rafael R.

Mrs. Hunt

Marc L.

Bianca S.

Antonios C.

Olivia S.

Ms. Bilanzola

Celine A.

Jakub T.

Layla G.

Daniel D.

Mrs. Clement

Gabrielle D.

Brayden V.

Elisia M.

Chiara P.

Mrs. Parisse

Mariam N

Austin A.

Adrian S.

Thomas L.

Mrs. Krawesky

Ali A.

Vanessa D.

Samantha D.

Vincent S.

Mrs. Cowell

Solaf A

Katie G.

Daniel V.

Jaden V.

Mr. Morrison

Drayna C.

Marvin Y.

Andrew C.

Reagan G.

Mrs. Moniz/Mrs.
Palmese

Sarah G.

Gabrielle P.

Delina M

Mathew S.

Mrs. Reilly

Ava A.

Sajan M.

Alina J.

Stephen G.

Ms. Rivera

Jamie-Lynn O.

Joshuwa D.

Abagael H.

Jennifer A.

Mrs. Metcalfe

Monika F.

Julia N.

Megan D.

Darren A.

Mr. Saranko

Nicole K.

Brooke D.

JC V.

Abigail P.

Mr. Quaglia

Thomas G.

Sydney P.

Maria R.

Antonio F.

Mr. Divitantonio

Luke M.

Kevin L.

Ingrid Y.

Monika W.

SAINT MARGUERITE DYOUVILLE CATHOLIC SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS
ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Where Faith and Knowledge Meet
J. Frappa ~ Principal

D. Quaglia ~ Principal Intern

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DRAW

We have read the newsletter and would like to be included in the October Newsletter Draw.
Student(s) Name(s): ____________________________________________________________
Grade(s): ______________________
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: ________________________________________

OCTOBER 2014
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday

Saturday

2

3

9 Thanksgiving

10

Thanksgiving
Food Drive
Begins

4

5

6

7

Cross Country
Meet

Walk or Roll to
School today!
Wear yellow!
(Dress Down
Day)

Gr. 6 Trip to
Heritage War
Plane Museum

Sr. Girls Basketball
5:00 PM
@ Blessed Teresa

8

Food Drive
Ends

Bus Patroller In
Service in AM

11

12

13

Thanksgiving No
School

Catholic School
Council Meeting
6:30 in Learning
Commons

14

15

16

17

Feast of St.
Marguerite

Pizza Day
Sr. Girls
Basketball
6:00 PM
@ Blessed
Sacrament

18

19

Pilgrimage
Walk with
Christ:
Justice for the
Poor
11-4

Waste Free
Challenge
Week!
Elections Canada:
Polling Station at
St. Marguerite
d’Youville

25

26

27

28

October Monthly
Awards Prayer
Service 1:10
All Parents are
Welcome to Attend

CSC Orientation
Night for Chair
Person and
Principal
NMC 7 pm

Sub
Day

Sr. Girls Basketball
6:00 PM
@ St. Eugene

20

21

22

Gr. 7 & 8
Needles

23

24

Pizza Day

Sr. Girls
Basketball
6:00 PM
@ St. Gabriel

29

30 Pumpkin
Prayer Service
Halloween
Dance

Pizza Day

31

