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An Advent Reflection
At our school Mass on November 25th, Father Mahony reminded us that Advent is a time
of preparation. We look back on the past year and give thanks for all the blessing our
loving Father has bestowed on us. It is also a time of setting goals, goals for
improvement. We should pray and ask the Holy Spirit to help us improve our lives so we
can welcome Christ more fully through this Advent Season. We need to ask to be more
charitable with each other, especially our siblings and parents. We should also try to be
more understanding and accepting of others. But most importantly we should try to be
helpful and patient with each other. We are also reminded to be ever thankful for the gift
of creation as we continue to live out our mission of Glorifying the Lord though being
Stewards of the Earth. is a season of joyful expectations. It is a wonderful way in which
we can prepare ourselves for the coming of the Lord Jesus once again at Christmas.
Advent is a time of waiting, waiting for God to enter our world and our hearts in a new and
life-giving way.
Advent allows us to quiet ourselves and to reflect on who Jesus is for each one of us. All
families are encouraged to enjoy what this season has to offer while making sure that the
added stresses do not overshadow the true meaning of Christmas. Be sure to keep Christ
in Christmas.
Pope Francis is calling us to be a light to all people. The Holy Year of Mercy is
scheduled for Dec. 8, 2015, to Nov. 20, 2016. He asks that we open our hearts and our
minds and become merciful people. We pray for Pope Francis and all his good works.
May God continue to bless Our Holy Father with health, his passion, goodness and faith.
Pope Francis is an inspiration to all of us. He fills are hearts with hope.
On behalf of the entire staff at St. Marguerite d’Youville School, we wish all the students,
parents, and guardians of our community a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

St. Jean de Brebeuf Catholic Secondary School
200 Acadia Drive, Hamilton, On. L8W 1B8
905-388-7020
BE BRAVE

ADVENT PRAYER
Loving and compassionate God,
be with us as we learn and pray through this
Advent season.
Enlighten us with your spirit so that we may
see the signs before us today.
Give us hearts of compassion to see the face
of Christ in the refugee,
the homeless person
and the suffering family member.
Give us wisdom to make pathways straight
and rough roads smooth.
May we welcome the Christ child with love
and meet others with mercy that welcomes.
Help us to listen to the Word of God more
intently this Advent season
so that we may bring the Good News of
Salvation to all we meet.
And may we do so with patience, prayer
and love.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,
our hope and our home.
Amen

Visit us on the web at
http://stmy.hwcdsb.c
a/

Corpus Christi Church
1694 Upper James St. Hamilton On. L9B 1K6
905-389-2472
Father Edward Mahony

FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

Christmas is a good time of year to remember the most important message of joyous giving. It's the message of that first
Christmas. For the baby in Bethlehem's manger was a gift, a present from a loving heavenly father to his lost and hurting
children, a gift the Bible says brought "good tidings of great joy" to giver and receiver alike.
May we prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus by reflecting, praying and living our lives in service to others. It is with joy
that we await the birth of Jesus our Saviour. May we share that joy and peace with our family, our friends, and our
community remembering those less fortunate and offering thanks for the many blessings God has given us.
As a school community, we are one again, challenged to live following the EXAMPLE of Jesus and being a true EXAMPLE
for others. We need to respect the needs and differences of others. We are also in need of showing compassion, empathy
and kindness to each other. Let’s try to make this Advent a wondrous time using the gifts God has bestowed on each and
every one of us to make sure we consciously think about our actions before we follow through on them. Let us remember
and use SNAP: Stop Now And Plan to help us stay in control and to problem solve positively in our daily encounter on the
yard, in our classrooms and in our community. During this special season let us try to lead with ENTHUSIASM spreading
the true joy and light of Advent in every task we undertake and continue to strive for EXCELLENCE in all our work.
This month our virtue is Hospitality, please encourage your child to treat others respectfully, to welcome all in their circles and
to show kindness to each other as Jesus would do.
Students are reminded that only “nerf” type equipment is allowed on the school yard. Students are encouraged to Be
Responsible, Be Respectful and Be Safe.
Thank you to those parents who are respecting the BUS ROUTE in the morning before school and in the afternoon after
school. Parents are asked to refrain from pulling up in front of the school to pick up or drop off students as this
poses a safety hazard for all of our community. Parents are encouraged to park on the streets around the school and
walk with their child(ren) to school. All of the procedures put into place are to encourage student safety. Your cooperation is
much appreciated.
Parents are also asked to make sure they are obeying the traffic signs around the school. Please ensure we are stopping at
all stop signs. Remember we are looking at the safety of everyone in our neighbourhood.
Please assist your child and us by continuing to be an active part of their education: Check and sign the student agenda
every night. Establish a set homework time and supervise them as they do their homework. Read to, and with, your
child daily. Expect the very best from your child at all times. Remind them they are loved every day! Thank you very
much for the hard work you put in with the children. They are a delight to work with each day.

SEASON OF ADVENT

The liturgical season of Advent: The word itself, Advent means coming or arrival. It begins the church year on the fourth
Sunday before Christmas, on the Sunday closest to the feast of St. Andrew. It is a season of expectation: Christ’s first
coming (his appearance on earth) and his second coming (at the end of time). Advent is a time of preparation, a time to get
our spiritual houses ready for the coming of Christ, anticipating his second coming and actively remembering his first coming
to earth as a baby. Advent is a time of desire, longing and expectancy. Let us wait in joyful hope for the coming of Jesus in
our daily lives. During the season of Advent we will be having a weekly Advent Ceremony. The first Ceremony took place on
th
th
Mon. Nov. 30 at 9:05 in our gym. The following Ceremonies are scheduled: Mon. Dec. 7 at 2:45 pm in our gym. Mon.
Dec. 14 at 12:40 in our gym and Fri. Dec. 18 at 9:05 in our gym. All parents, guardians and relatives are welcome to attend.

NEWS FROM THE PEWS: CORPUS CHRISTI CHURCH NEWS

Many of our students received the Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday, November 7th at 10:00 a.m. at Corpus Christi
Church. It was well attended and the students were very well prepared. Bishop Tonnos was very pleased with our students
at the knowledge and reference they displayed. Thank you to Rev. Fr. Edward Mahony for supporting our families and our
students. Thank you also to our teachers: Mrs. Metcalfe and Mr. Saranko for preparing our students so well and for the care
they put into the preparations for this special Mass for many of our students. Thank you also to Mme Giro and Mme Quaglia
for their help and support. A great big thank you is extended to Mrs. Fazari and her team of musicians for adding to the
Celebration through their gift of song. We appreciate the time and support they offered our school and our students. Finally
thank you to our parents who are the first teachers of our students. We appreciate the daily support you give to your children
and the support you offer to our community as well. Please continue to pray for our students who now have been blessed
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit. We pray they will use their gifts freely for the betterment of our community.
Corpus Christi Church News
Grade 2 First Holy Communion Parent Meeting: Thursday, January 14th, 2016 at 7:00 pm
First Reconciliation:

Saturday, February 6th, 2016 at 10:30 am

First Holy Communion: Sunday May 14th, 2016 at 10:30 am
More details and information will come closer to the date. We look forward to being a part of your child’s spiritual journey with
Jesus. Please continue to keep our Grade 7 and Grade 2 students in your daily prayers as they prepare for these very
important Good Days in their lives.

CORPUS CHRISTI PARISH ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Advent and Christmas Schedule 2015
Christmas Masses
Christmas Eve, Thursday, December 24th at 5:00pm, 7:00pm, & 10:00pm
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th at 9:00 am & 11:00am

HOLIDAYS
The last day of school this year is on Friday, December 18, 2015. School resumes on Monday, January 4, 2016. Have a
safe, restful, relaxing and joyous Christmas vacation!

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Friday, December 4th, CSC will be having their annual Christmas store all day. Please send in the envelope marked with
purchases your child/children will be purchasing. Also enclose all monies. Gifts will range from $1.00- $5.00 per item.

Pizza Days

Our monthly pizza order for January will be sent home on Monday, December 14 to be returned on Tuesday
January 5th. Please try to pay for your orders on line and don’t forget to add a donation for our Nutritious Snack
Program!

CSC will be hosting our First Spring Dinner/Dance for all families. More information will follow in the New Year.
If, any families or family companies would like to donate a gift for this event, please email Rosie Topic at
rosie.topic@hotmail.com
CSC looks forward in working together with all parents. If there are any concerns or requests that CSC can bring
forward to meetings, please feel free to email me at rosie.topic@hotmail.com
Next CSC Meeting:
Date: Tuesday, January 12, 2016
Time: 6:30 p.m.
Where: Learning Commons

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

We are into December and our Student Council members are busy preparing Advent liturgies to be held in the school gym
each week. It is very important to begin each week recognizing the importance of Advent as a waiting time for the birth of our
Savior.

Joy Day (Jesus, Others and You) is on December 5th. Staff and students will be encouraged to dress in red or green, and
will participate in Christmas Activities as well as our Catholic School Council Christmas Store.
th

On Friday, December 18 we will be participating in a PJ Day as we celebrate T’was the Week Before Christmas. Stay tuned
for a festive surprise on the last day. Please encourage your child to wear their Christmas Pajamas.
We would also like to thank all of the families that donated a $2 contribution to our last Jersey day dress down in order to help
make some families' Christmas extra special. On behalf of the staff and students we wish you all a Blessed Christmas
Season.

SCHOOL CASH

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board offers online payment for parents. This safe, convenient
and easy to use software can simplify the payment process for families. To register, please visit
http://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com/
THANK YOU TO METRO GREEN APPLE PROGRAM

$$$$ Thank You Metro Twice $$$$
Thank you to Metro Green Apple Program for giving St. Marguerite d’Youville two $1000.00 Grants this year. Both the HAT
(Health Action Team) and Eco Teams will be using the generous donation to help with their many initiatives in getting
students to eat healthier this year. We will be heading into 2016 with a healthy start!

HEALTH ACTION TEAM

The HAT Team has been meeting every Tuesday at lunch with Nurse Debbie from Hamilton Public Health. The students are
involved in various projects:
The first is surveying the types of drinks students are having for lunch. Then they are researching the sugar found in each
kind. They are using the scale that 4 grams of sugar equals a teaspoon. Together, they read the ingredients to find the
sugar in grams in each drink and physically measure out the same amount of sugar which were put in baggies. These
products and baggies will be on display at the school and later at our Healthy EcoFair to teach the community about healthy
drinks.
The second activity involves putting together ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE’s 2016 “LIVE GREEN” RECIPE BOOK. The
students are now collecting favourite healthy recipes from students and their families. Please submit one of your family’s
favourite healthy recipes to us so you can be a part of this wonderful healthy project. Please hand in your recipes before
Christmas to Room 201. Remember to put your name on your recipe.

TASTEBUDS SNACK PROGRAM

Our snack program has begun with snacks being served on Tuesdays and Thursdays. We are grateful for the
support of our precious volunteers who are helping with the preparation and distribution of the snacks. A big
thank you is extended to Mrs. Jennifer Smith our Special Education Resource Teacher, Mrs. Spatazzo our
Secretary, Mme Giro, our French Teacher and our support staff who pick up, prepare and distribute snacks to our
students. A great big thank you also to Ms. Courtney Krawesky a McMaster Nursing Student for her help in
preparing and distributing snacks. If you are able to volunteer to help in the pick-up, distribution and clean-up of
our snack, please give Mrs. Spatazzo a call with your availability. Thank you also to parents who have donated to
our snack program through our on-line ordering. Your generosity in providing healthy snacks for our children is
appreciated.
ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE’S FORTH ANNUAL HEALTHY ECO FAIR

This year, St. Marguerite’s Hat and Eco Teams will be hosting the Healthy Eco Fair on Friday, March 4, 2016. More details
will be going home at a later date. Save the date and see you there!

ECO TEAM NEWS

THANK YOU FOR THE GENEROUS CLASSROOM BURSARIES FOR OUR STUDENTS:
Grade One Classes Visited Green Venture EcoHouse
As part of their science and environmental curriculum, the Grade One classes visited and toured Green Venture’s EcoHouse
th
to learn about “Wiggly Worms” on November 24 . Through a series of activities and games, students learned how worms
make compost and how compost is great for the garden. They learned that compost is one of the factors that help plants
grow.
Thank you to Taste Buds Hamilton – Edible Education Program for sponsoring the cost of the bus and entrance fee for each
Grade One student.
Grade 2 Classes and the Trip to Green Venture EcoHouse
The Grade Two classes thank Taste Buds Hamilton – Edible Education Program for sponsoring the cost of the bus and
th
entrance fee for each Grade Two student to visit Green Venture’s EcoHouse on November 30 .
The workshop “Plantacious! Find Your Roots!” was very informative. The students learned the importance of plants and
seeds and how humans can have a negative impact on their growth. They did tour the EcoHouse and learned first-hand
about vermicomposting. They participated in an interactive tour where they learned about water and energy saving
techniques to use in their homes.
Grade 4 and 5 Classes Tour the Central Composting Facility – City of Hamilton
The Grade 4 and 5 students learned how they can do their part to reduce the amount of waste that goes to the landfill. The
visited the education room where they participated in many activities with interactive displays, watched videos and even got
th
to see food scraps on the tipping floor. The Grade 5 classes went on November 24 and the Grade 4 classes will be going on
nd
December 2 .
Thank you to the City of Hamilton for sponsoring this trip and covering the cost of the bus.

BAG2SCHOOL

Thank you to all students and staff who participated in our Bag2School Clothing Drive which is part of our Platinum Ontario
Ecoschool’s initiative. The students collected 650 kg of clothing and toys for the needy. We will be running another
Bag2School Clothing Drive in the spring.
The fundraiser teaches students about the importance of recycling and re-using, fostering environmental awareness at a
young age. The students made a positive impact environmentally, by reducing the amount of textile waste in our landfills

GOOD HAND HYGIENE

Good hand hygiene is especially important during flu seasons and when you are in public places. Wash your hands often and
dry them thoroughly. If available, use an instant hand sanitizer as a supplement between washes. To prevent infection and
cross-contamination you should wash your hands:
· After arriving at work/school
· Before meals or eating any food
· After visiting the restroom
· After sneezing
· Before preparing food
· Before and after visiting a sick person
· After arriving home
· When hands are visibly dirty
Best way to wash and dry your hands: When you go to a public washroom, washing your hands properly should take
about as long as singing ―Happy Birthday twice.
1. Wet hands with clean warm water
2. Apply soap
3. Rub hands together vigorously and scrub all surfaces for 20 seconds. Remember to wash both of your thumbs as thumbs
are quite often skipped in the hand washing process!
4. Make sure to wash under nails, watches and jewelry since millions of germs gather there.
5. Rinse with clean water
6. Dry hands with a single-use paper towel until they are completely dry
7. Use the paper towel to avoid contact with frequently touched surfaces while leaving the washroom, such as the faucet and
door handles
8. Since hands are to be washed frequently, use mild and gentle soaps
After washing and drying your hands:
· Avoid touching your eyes, nose or mouth
· Avoid close contact such as shaking hands, especially with people who are sick
· Cough or sneeze against your sleeve or in a paper tissue that you throw in a waste basket
When there's no sink available the best solution is to use a hand sanitizer.

CYO SPORTS

On behalf of Mme. Giro and Mr. Mancini, we are extremely proud of the Junior and Senior Girls' Basketball teams. The girls
worked extremely hard. They improved each week making it more and more exciting to watch. The Senior Girls' played
competitive matches at the Bishop Ryan feeder school tournament but in the end, fell short of the win. The Junior Girls'
playoff games were full of excitement. The team won their first playoff game and lost the second by a single basket. We want
to thank all of our parents for their support in CYO sports. 1.2.3..Go Lady Mustangs!!! Please remember to return your Jersey
and once they are all in we will have our scrimmage and pizza party. Stay tuned for details.

Thank you to Mme Giro and Mr. Mancini for coaching our Girls’ Basketball Teams.

SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER

We will be having a sub day on the last Wednesday of the month. We will have our first sub day on Wednesday, December
th
16 . Order forms were sent home on Monday, December 7th.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Our Remembrance Day celebration took place on November 11th in our gym. It was a wonderful opportunity for us to pray
as a Catholic community for all of the peacemakers responsible for our freedom. It was a very beautiful service with lots of
opportunities for us to give thanks and praise. Thank you to Ms. DiTrapani for spearheading the presentation and to all of the
staff and students who helped with the presentation. The gym was so well decorated that every student in our school’s work
was highlighted! Thank you to the staff for your dedication to our children! Thank you also to all of the parents and relatives
who attended the service. We appreciate your presence in our school .

LEARNING COMMONS NEWS

We are in the midst of our annual Friendship Bags and Boxes collection for Christmas. We are asking the students to make a
Friendship Bag or Box for a child for Christmas. Place 5-10 items a child would love to receive. Label your bag or box -Girl
or Boy, Primary or Junior or Intermediate. Write a special Christmas message. Conclude with: From Someone Who Cares.
The bags and boxes have been extended to Friday December 4th. All Friendship Bags and Boxes will be delivered to the
children of inner city schools for Christmas.

GRADE 7 & 8 PARENT MEETING AT ST. THOMAS MORE

St. Thomas More Parent Night will be on Tuesday, December 1 at 7:00 pm.

MOUNTAIN NEWS WARMTH PROJECT

The Warmth Project is underway. We are collecting new and gently used coats, mittens, gloves, hats, boots, scarves and
snowpants. The Green Bin is located in Mr. Quaglia’s Classroom. Please be generous and help to keep other warm this
winter! We will be collecting items until Fri. Dec. 11.

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT
A reminder to all parents and students about the Outdoor Equipment allowed on the yard: Students are allowed to play with
soft NERF balls on the yard. Basketballs are only allowed at the basketball nets. Students are encouraged to bring in their
own soft Nerf balls. We need to Be Responsible for equipment, Be Respectful and return the equipment and Be Safe by
playing only with the allowed equipment.
Remember to play safe!

AFTER SCHOOL LITERACY AND NUMERACY/HOMEWORK CLUB

Grade 6, 7 and 8 students are given the opportunity to get additional help, work on their homework on Mondays and
Wednesdays for one hour after school is dismissed. Tutor (Mr. Quaglia), will be available to assist our students. The
program started on Wednesday, October 15th and runs through until the end of May. Thank you to our staff for providing this
wonderful opportunity for our students.

HOMEWORK INFORMATION

Free Math Tutoring for Gr 7-10 Math Students. Homework help is available with one on one, confidential live tutoring
sessions: Sunday to Thursday, 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm. Students can ask a question, draw on the interactive whiteboard,
watch and learn online. Other things available are Virtual locker, videos of best tutorials, math games and more-available
anytime! http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org

SUPERVISION ON SCHOOL YARD BEFORE THE BELL

A reminder to all parents that students are not to arrive at school before 8:50 a.m., unless they are enrolled in the
Before/After School Program.
There will be no supervision on the yard until that time. Supervision will be provided outside for bussed students beginning at
their arrival time. Students will not be permitted inside the school unless there is inclement weather (and only after 8:50
a.m.). If a teacher has requested that a student comes early for sports, help in class, etc., your child will be provided with a
note.

ADVENT PLAY AT ST. JEAN DE BREBUEF CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL

th

On Monday, December 7 our Gr. 5-8 students will be walking to St. Jean de Brebuef School to watch their annual Advent
Play. A non-perishable food item is required as admission. We thank our feeder school for inviting us to this worthwhile
event and are looking forward to the positive message our students will take home.

HWCDSB-DÉJÀ VU YOUTH THEATRE

On Thursday, December 10 students from grades 1 - 8 will be attending the Musical Knock, Knock at Bishop Ryan Catholic
Secondary School. The upcoming show will explore the Advent themes of Hope, Love and Joy, as it is the Youth Theatre’s
mission to perform musicals that are embedded with the Catholic Gospel Values.
The cast consists of students from different Catholic Elementary Schools in our system, even one from St. Marguerite
d’Youville. Congratulations to our own Alina who is one of the cast members starring in the production! Attending the play is
a wonderful way to celebrate the Advent season together as a school community.

WASTE FREE LUNCH TIPS











Get children to help pack their lunches with healthy foods.
Only pack as much food as your child will eat.
Use a reusable lunch bag/box for carrying a lunch.
Use a refillable bottle for drinks—it’s cheaper and children can save drinks
for later.
Avoid drinks in packaging that cannot be resealed. After a few sips, drinks
are often discarded. Use a thermos for cold drinks or hot soups.
Put sandwiches, muffins, etc. in ‘Tupperware’-style containers, instead of
plastic bags. Label all containers so they have a better chance of coming home.
Avoid pre-packaged, single-serve portions of snacks or drinks.
Put re-usable napkins in your child’s lunch box.
Prepare extra food at dinnertime and use the leftovers for lunches. Minimize
the morning rush by packing lunches the night before and refrigerating overnight.

TIP OF THE MONTH FOR HEALTHY SCHOOL LUNCHES

December Tip of the Month for Healthy School Lunches Get the kids involved! Kids who help plan and prepare their lunch are
more likely to eat it. Work with your children to come up with a weekly lunch plan. Look at the four food groups in Canada's
Food Guide and ask your children to name a few items from each food group that they would like to take to school. Aim to
have three of the four food groups included in each lunch. Check out: www.eatrightontario.ca

PROGRESS REPORTS

Progress Reports were sent home on Tuesday,
held on the evening of Thursday, November 19th.
Let’s continue to work together in partnership to ensure

November 17 and Parent Teacher conferences were
Thank you to all parents who attended the conferences.
our students reach their potential and develop the

academic and social skills to make a difference in the world.

TELEPHONE LINES

Occasionally we have had a problem with our telephone lines. If you should call the school and receive a busy signal you
can try our fax line at 905-387-0422 or email Mrs. Spatazzo at spatazzol@hwcdsb.ca

EQAO

The results from the Ministry have just been released. All students have received their individual report on Reading, Writing
and Mathematics who were in grade 3 or 6 last school year, 2014-2105. The results that have been released are only for the
schools and the board. The province has no data, as not all schools wrote due to work stoppage at the time. The students
presently in grade 3 and 6 will be writing in the spring of 2016, late May and early June. The staff has carefully looked over
our DATA. Our school improvement plan will focus on mathematics.
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SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Members of our School Improvement Team are involved in establishing a School Improvement Plan for this academic year.
The staff work collaboratively and collegially to continue to improve student achievement and success. Various data sources

were consulted in order to plan for student improvement. In order to ensure growth in student achievement a focus on
learning for all students through personalization, precision teaching and professional learning for educators will be
established. The School Improvement Plan will be shared with our community once it is finalized. Please plan to attend.

ADVENT CRAFT NIGHT
th

On Wednesday, December 9 we will be celebrating as a school community in an Advent Craft Night. Please plan
th
to attend. You must register by returning a form per family by Mon. Dec. 7 .

PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE

The Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board is once again collecting new and gently experienced First Holy
Communion and Prom Dresses/Young Men’s Suits appropriate for First Holy Communion, Confirmation and Grade Eight
Graduation. These events are marked with much excitement but also can pose a significant financial burden for many
families in our community. Please bring donations to our school office and thank you for your continued support.

INCLEMENT WEATHER

We are quickly approaching winter and with that the potential for some very bad weather. When schools are closed or buses
cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced through the following Hamilton and area media
outlets as well as the School Board Website:
 900 CHML/Y-108 FM
 1150 CKOC/K-Lite 102.9 FM/820 CHAM
 WAVE 94.7 FM
 CHTV Morning Live
Parents/guardians should take notice of the following guidelines:


In the event of impending severe weather conditions, parents should consider the safety of their children in deciding
whether or not to send them to school;
 Parents should stay tuned to the Hamilton and area radio stations for weather reports and School Board
announcements;
 Parents, who, in spite of bus cancellations, drive their children to school, should ensure that their children can get into
the school and will be required to make the necessary arrangements for the safe return home of their children at the
end of the day or in the event of an early closure. Buses which do not run in the morning will not run for the rest of
the day.
Thank you for your assistance, Mr. David Hansen Director of Education
Note: It is very important that you listen to one of the local radio/TV stations on the morning of a snowstorm. There
will always be information about the schools.

SNOWBALLS AND COLD WEATHER

We will be reminding all students that snowball throwing is NOT ACCEPTABLE, as it can lead to injury, especially facial or
eye injuries. Any student who throws a snowball / snow will receive a written notice, if they are caught a second time,
they will be suspended from school. Please discuss safety concerns with your children. We also ask your cooperation in
reviewing with your child(ren) the need to be respectful of each other outside on the playground. This includes not destroying
any snow forts that may be built by other students during recess times (weather permitting). During the cold weather, please
ensure that your child wears warmer clothing – hats, gloves, scarves, etc.
All students must have an indoor pair of shoes. The shoes are an important part of the safety for your children. This is to
ensure the safety of the students, as floors become slippery when wet. Students should not be in stocking feet as this too
poses a safety hazard. Students must also be prepared for an emergency, if the fire alarm goes off, we cannot stop to put on
boots. During the cold season, we may shorten the outside recess period due to weather conditions/temperature. However,
whenever feasible, we like to give students the opportunity to run freely and play in the open space. We do live in CANADA,
so everyone must bundle up and be prepared!

UNITED WAY

In support of United Way, we held a Red, & White Civies Day on Fri. Oct. 30 and Tues. Nov. 3rd Staff and students
generously donated $380.00 to this worthy cause.

SCIENCE FAIR

The HWCDSB Science Fair will be held on Saturday, February 27, 2016. Students will be working on their Science Fair
Projects, showing the progression of their work, taking suggestions from the teachers and applying them to their completed
project. Students’ work will be displayed at our School Science Fair on Friday, February 5 in our school gym. All parents are
welcome to come in to view our projects. Students chosen from our Fair will move forward to the System Science Fair and
present their project. Students may work with a partner or may work alone on the project.
Please discuss the importance of the Science Fair with your son/daughter.

WATER FOR LIFE

The Hamilton Wentworth Water for Life is having a contest for schools to submit song and dance projects to promote
community awareness of our responsibility to the environment. The students from grades 4-8 will be bringing home a
permission form this month to be signed - to give permission for your students to be filmed for submission to this important
project.

ANAPHYLAXIS

St. Marguerite d’Youville is a place where all children feel safe and have a sense of belonging. To ensure the safety and wellbeing of all children, please note below important information from Anaphylaxis Canada:
eaction that is rapid in onset and may cause death;
capable of causing an allergic reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if a person at risk touches an
allergenic substance and then subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very small amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to
a serving utensil has the potential to cause a severe allergic reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergy-causing food poses the
greatest risk for people with food allergies.
Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to the guidelines below is most appreciated:
oods and items: peanuts / nuts / tree nuts / fish / sesame
seeds.
designated
classroom.

-made food products into the school; with permission, non-food items are permitted for
various celebrations and special events and activities.
Thank you for your help in keeping all our children safe.

COMMUNICATING WITH CHILDREN USING MATH LANGUAGE: SORTING, MATCHING AND MAKING
PATTERNS
Just by looking at everyday objects around the house, children can learn about the similarities, the differences and the
relationships between them. This helps them build their vocabulary and math abilities. Have your child explore a variety of
objects by sorting, classifying and creating patterns. Describing what he/she sees and does with the objects helps him/her
build a richer vocabulary. Please check out this guide:
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/literacynumeracy/parentGuideNumEn.pdf
Talking About Math
Taking about mathematics with your child---whatever his or her age---helps strengthen his or her mathematical reasoning and
understanding. Some ways to keep the talk engaged and focussed while you support your child include:
1. Revoice-Repeat what you heard your child say, then ask for clarification (e.g., “So you are saying it’s an odd
number?”)
2. Repeat/Restate-Ask your child to restate your reasoning (e.g., “Can you repeat what I said in your own words?”)
3. Reason-Ask your childr to apply his or her own reasoning to someone else’s reasoning (e.g., “Do you agree or
disagree? Tell me why?”))
4. Adding On-Prompt your child to participate further (e.g., “What more would you add to that?”)
5. Think Time-What several seconds (try five) to give your child time to think (e.g., “Take some time to think.”) You may
be surprised by how hard it is to say silent in that time!

THE ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS

The Ontario Catholic School Graduate Expectations guide us as we ‘Strive for Excellence in all that we
do’. They reflect the tenets of our faith and are animated by Gospel values.
We Strive to program ‘THE ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS’ to make our
student:
A discerning believer formed in the Catholic Faith community who celebrates the
signs and sacred mystery of God's presence through word, sacrament, prayer,
forgiveness, reflection and moral living.
An effective communicator who speaks, writes and listens honestly and
sensitively, responding critically in light of gospel values.
A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems and makes
responsible decisions with an informed moral conscience for the common good.
A self-directed, responsible, lifelong learner who develops and demonstrates
their God-given potential.
A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and vocation in work
which respects the rights of all and contributes to the common good.
A caring family member who attends to family, school, parish, and the wider
community.
A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social teaching by promoting
peace, justice and the sacredness of human life.
FIVE WAYS TO HELP YOUR CHILD GET ORGANIZED

Developing good organizational skills is a key ingredient for success in school and in life. Although some people
are by nature more organized than others, anyone can put routines and systems in place to help a child "get it
together."
1. Use checklists. Help your child get into the habit of keeping a "to-do" list. Use checklists to post assignments,
household chores, and reminders about what materials to bring to class. Your child should keep a small pad or
notebook dedicated to listing homework assignments. Crossing completed items off the list will give him a sense
of accomplishment.
2. Organize homework assignments. Before beginning a homework session, encourage your child to number
assignments in the order in which they should be done. Your child should start with one that's not too long or
difficult, but avoid saving the longest or hardest assignments for last.

3. Designate a study space. Your child should study in the same place every night. This doesn't have to be a
bedroom, but it should be a quiet place with few distractions. All school supplies and materials should be nearby.
If your young child wants to study with you nearby, too, you'll be better able to monitor his progress and
encourage good study habits.
4. Set a designated study time. Your child should know that a certain time every day is reserved for studying
and doing homework. The best time is usually not right after school — most children benefit from time to un-wind
first. Include your child in making this decision. Even if she doesn't have homework, the reserved time should be
used to review the day's lessons, read for pleasure, or work on an upcoming project.
5. Keep organized notebooks. Help your child keep track of papers by organizing them in a binder or note-book.
This will help him review the material for each day's classes and to organize the material later to prepare for tests
and quizzes. Use dividers to separate class notes, or color-code notebooks. Separate "to do" and "done" folders
help organize worksheets, notices, and items to be signed by parents, as well as, provide a central place to store
completed assignments.
ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CATHOLIC SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS

ENTRY/DISMISSAL RULES
Be Responsible:
Line up quietly as soon as the bell rings
(All activity stops at the bell)
Be prepared, bring all materials to class
Remove all hats/caps upon entry of the building or portable
No riding of skateboards, bikes or scooters on school yard between 8 am and 4 pm
Be Respectful:

Be Safe:

When entering the building or portable EVERYONE is quiet on the stairs and while in
the hallways
Students must leave the building from the door from which they are dismissed
HALLWAY RULES
Be Responsible:
Be Respectful:

Be Safe:

WALK directly to your destination

Hold the door open for the person behind you
Respect displayed work
Greet others
Keep hands, feet and objects to yourself

WATER FOUNTAIN/WASHROOM RULES
Be Responsible:
Flush the toilet after use
Return to the classroom promptly
Be Respectful:

WALK quietly in the wet area

Be Safe:

Wash hands promptly
LUNCH RULES

Be Responsible:

Clean up your desk and throw out or recycle your garbage
Remain and eat your lunch in your own seat

Be Respectful:

Be Safe:

Always show respect to Lunchroom Supervisors
Use a quiet indoor voice
Ask permission if you need to leave your seat
UNIFORM RULES

Be Responsible:

Wear the proper uniform pieces including school sweaters or sweatshirts
Gym wear are only allowed during gym classes
PLAYGROUND RULES

Be Responsible:

Keep our school clean-throw away all trash in the trash cans
Line up quickly and quietly at the bell
Stop all activity at the bell

Be Respectful:

Be Safe:

Speak to others in a polite manner (no put down)
Invite others to play in your games
Solve problems appropriately
a) Think of the choices
b) Speak in calm voices
c) Ask for help from an adult

Keep hands and objects to yourself (no hitting or pushing or throwing
objects at people)
Stay on school property
Respect school property
Respect school boundaries Pr/Jr/Int
Only one basketball per net (no bumping)

CLASSROOM RULES
Be Responsible: Enter the classroom quietly, get your books and materials, sit down
and be ready to begin
Raise your hand before you speak during a classroom lesson or
discussion. Don’t speak out!
Listen quietly while others are speaking (Attentive Listening)
Complete all homework and assignments neatly and on time
Use class time effectively!
Be Respectful: Be polite, courteous, and respectful to adults and peers at all times
(Mutual Respect!)
Be Safe: Keep your desk and our classroom clean!! Pick up after yourselves!

And always do your best!

Award Winners – November 2015
Teacher’s Name

Christian Service
Award

Enthusiasm
Award

Excellence
Award

Healthy Habits
Award

Mrs. Simpson

Ella A.

Cullen D.

Claire D.

Cooper D.

Mrs. MirraAmmendolia

Nathaniel D.

Daman D.

Siena S.

Abegielle B.

Kyle B.

Rose H.

Makayla R.

Oviya G.

Ms. Gera

Nicolas P.

Adelina A.

Acacia B.

Tyler W.

Mrs. Bellavia

Jareim S.

Adam D.

Ainara M.

Claire M.

Mrs. Berardi

Olivia R.

Chloe B.

Haylee H.

Spencer H.

Mrs. Hunt

Caroline J.

Rose D.

Nico C.

Carlin J.

Ms. Bilanzola

Zehraa A.

Chase B.

Ella A.

Alan D.

Mrs. Clement

Brian C.

Orniela A.

Nikolas J.

Conner S.

Mrs. Parisse

Nerissa M.

Daniel K.

Adam S.

Danica M.

Mrs. Krawesky

Aaliyah H.

Luca I.

Ella Z.

Emma R.

Mrs. Cowell/Mr.
Ciapanna

Matthew C.

Evan V.

Allison W.

Niko C.

Mr. Morrison

Alexcia B.

Jozo A.

Dominic S.

Aria S.

Mrs. Moniz/Mrs.
Palmese

Arther A.

Mathew S.

George D.

Ainsley M.

Mrs. Reilly

Christian J.

Jake M.

Anisten L.

Izabella H.

Ms. Rivera

Chiara G.

Annabella H.

Jaiden L.

Sahil N.

Mrs. Metcalfe

Philip F.

Alexandra S.

Luna A.

Danielle O.

Mr. Saranko

Zoe Y.

Oryana A.

Nathaniel A.

Patrick W.

Mr. Quaglia

Stefano F.

Briana B.

Daniel D.

Zaya P.

Olivia R.

Geneva S.

Michael B.

Maria G.

Mrs. Racanelli

Mr. Divitantonio

DECEMBER 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1
Composting
Facility Tours
Gr. 4
Classes

2
BARC
Presentation
Gr 1-4
Creeks and
Creepy
Crawlers

3
BARC
Presentation
Gr 1-4
Creeks and
Creepy
Crawlers
Feast of St.
Francis
Xavier

Friday
4

Saturday
5

Pizza Day

Red/white and
Green Dress
Down
Joy Day
(Jesus, Others
and You)

Christmas
Store

6
Feast of St.
Nicholas

7

8

Advent
Ceremony

Feast of the
Immaculate
Conception of
Mary

Trip to SJB Gr.
5-8

13
Feast of St.
Lucy

14
Advent
Ceremony

9
Advent Craft
Night

10
Trip to BR
Gr. 1-8
Child Care
Centre
Christmas
Concert at
4:00

15
BARC
Presentation
Gr 5-8
Creeks and
Creepy
Crawlers

16
Sub Day

BARC
Presentation
Gr 5-8
Creeks and
Creepy
Crawlers

11
Advent Mass
at School at
10:00

12
Feast of Our
Lady of
Guadalupe

Pizza Day

17
BARC
Presentation
Gr 5-8
Creeks and
Creepy
Crawlers

18
T’was the
Week Before
Christmas PJ
Day!
Advent
Ceremony
Pizza Day

19

25
Happy
Birthday
Jesus!
Nativity of
our Lord

26
Boxing Day
Feast of St.
Stephen

20

21
Christmas
Holidays

22

23

24
Christmas
Eve
Vigil of
Chrismas

27

28

29

30
Feast of the
Holy Family

31
New Year’s
Eve

Back to
School on
Monday,
January 4

HAPPY
NEW YEAR!

Monthly
Awards
Assembly to
be held at
11:10 in Gym
All parents
are welcome
to attend!

ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Where Faith and Knowledge Meet

J. Frappa ~ Principal

D. Quaglia ~ Principal Intern

We have read the newsletter and would like to be included in the December Newsletter Draw.
Student(s) Name(s): ____________________________________________________________
Grade(s): ______________________
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: ________________________________________

