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Reflection
As part of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy, the theme of the Message of Pope Francis
for Lent 2016 is "I desire mercy, and not sacrifice" (Mt 9:13) - The works of mercy on
the road of the Jubilee". In his Message, the Holy Father states that "the season of Lent
in this Jubilee Year is a favourable time to overcome our existential alienation by listening
to God's word and by practising the works of mercy. In the corporal works of mercy we
touch the flesh of Christ in our brothers and sisters who need to be fed, clothed,
sheltered, visited; in the spiritual works of mercy – counsel, instruction, forgiveness,
admonishment and prayer – we touch more directly our own sinfulness. The corporal and
spiritual works of mercy must never be separated."
As we are entering the season of Lent in mid-February, we are reminded that Lent is a
special time for prayer and repentance in the lives of Christians. It is an intensive time for
everyone on the journey of faith. Lent can be a time of increased listening to the Word of
God, to the stirrings of our own hearts, to the sounds of our daily relationships. During this
month we show our love to God daily, to our family and friends. We aim to follow the two
greatest commandments in all we do. This means we endeavor to develop in ourselves
the habit of thinking, speaking and acting with an attitude of care and positivity to all
people we meet and in all circumstances. We search for ways to be helpful to God, to our
families, to our friends in our school, in our social activities and extra -curricular events.
We continue to be the Face of Christ to all we meet.
As we prepare to celebrate St. Valentine’s Day, it is important for us to remember Jesus’
greatest commandment: “Love one another as I have loved you.” If we let this
commandment guide our relationships with others—family, friends, the school, and the
community—our lives will be greatly enhanced. It only takes one small act of kindness to
start a ripple effect and as St. Valentine gave unselfishly to others, let us continue this
month to live out the virtue of compassion. We must continue to follow Christ’s example
in the way we treat others and in the way we wish to be treated. We are encouraged daily
to approach all tasks with enthusiasm giving our very best effort and finally each of us is
challenged to strive for excellence in all that we do. We ask ourselves does excellence
radiate in our work, our work habits, our actions and our words? How can we strive to be
the best that we can be? Let’s continue to try to include everyone, respect everyone and
follow Christ’s example in everything we do.
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God of compassion, Father of all
goodness, you formed us from the
dust of the earth and conformed us
to Christ by our Baptism. You ask us
to turn to prayer, fasting, and sharing
with the poor. May this journey
through Lent lead us to the Font of
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help us to feed those in need. May
our prayers draw us closer to peace.
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Jesus, who lives with You and the
Holy Spirit now and forever.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

February is upon us and we have so many things to be thankful for especially being grateful for all the
blessings God bestows on us daily. Let us not lose sight of the wonderful blessings we all encounter daily.
We are reminded that to become good at something we need to practice several times. It requires time and
commitment. In following Christ’s example, we have to keep trying. We need to make sure we are respectful
and attentive to God’s daily call to us to be the best that we can be. Remember: Keep trying and always
display the Catholic spirit of love, forgiveness and respect. We need to work at this daily in our school, work
and home life.
The month of February is a time of love and friendship as we celebrate Valentine’s Day. As a community
let us focus on loving and caring for others. God calls us to love one another and treat everyone with dignity
and respect. As parents, staff, and students, we have an opportunity to show love to God and each other
everyday. Do not hesitate to say and show your love. May the words of Mother Teresa inspire us to live
following God’s greatest commandment: Love others as God loves you. Remember works of love are works
of peace. Love begins at home. How can we celebrate the love of God? As a family we can…
Spend more time with our family
Pray together as a family daily
Read scripture together
Slow down and enjoy God’s gifts
This month we are challenged to live out our virtue of compassion. Let’s focus on what we say and what
we do. There is an old Japanese saying that states, “One kind word can warm three winter months”.
Sometimes we forget how powerful a compliment can be. Just being pleasant and respectful to one another
makes our school community a great place to be part of.
Students must strive to do their best at all times. This may mean not following the “crowd” but doing what
he/she thinks is right. If you are striving for that “A” mark, don’t give up. Try your best as that is all your
parents, guardians, and school staff want. You can do it!!!
ASH WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 10

Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent. Our Ash Wednesday service will be celebrated on Wednesday,
February 10th, at 10:30 a.m. in the gym. Distribution of the ashes will take place at this time. As always,
families you are cordially invited to join us. Lent is a time of reflection and repentance in preparation for the
great mystery of the death and resurrection of our Lord, Jesus. During this time, we are encouraged to commit
ourselves to prayer, penance and almsgiving, in hopes to deepen our relationship with Jesus.
Lent should be more than a time of fasting. It should also be a joyous season of feasting. Lent is a time to fast
from certain things and to feast on others. It is a season in which we should:
Fast from judging others: feast on the Christ dwelling within them.
Fast from emphasis on differences; feast on the unity of all life.

Fast from apparent darkness; feast on the reality of light.
Fast from thoughts of illness; feast on the healing power of God.
Fast from words that pollute; feast on phrases that purify.
Fast from discontent; feast on gratitude.
Fast from anger; feast on patience.
Fast from worry; feast on divine order.
Fast from complaining; feast on appreciation.
Fast from negatives; feast on affirmatives.
Fast from unrelenting pressures; feast on unceasing prayer.
Fast from bitterness; feast on forgiveness.
Fast from self-concern; feast on compassion for others.
Fast from personal anxiety; feast on eternal Truth.
Fast from discouragement; feast on hope.
Fast from facts that depress; feast on verities that uplift.
Fast from thoughts that weaken; feast on promises that inspire.
Fast from shadow of sorrow; feast on the sunlight of serenity.
Fast from idle gossip; feast on purposeful silence.
If we all fast from the things that trouble us and focus on the positive, we can commit ourselves to Christ and
follow His way more clearly. Prepare for Easter with a clean heart and soul.

CHURCH NEWS FROM THE PEWS

First Reconciliation:

Saturday, February 6th at 10:30 am

First Holy Communion: Saturday, May 14th at 10:30 am
More details and information will come closer to the date. We look forward to being a part of your child’s
spiritual journey with Jesus. Please continue to keep our Grade 2 students in your daily prayers as they
prepare for these very important Good Days in their lives.
St. Marguerite d’Youville Lenten Mass: All families are asked to join our community at the 5:15 Mass on
Saturday February 20th. Our students will be responsible for the readings, petitions, gift bearers and altar
servers. Please let us know it your child(ren) are available to help.

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE INFORMATION

Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast
The Men's Group of Corpus Christi Church invite you to a Mardi Gras Pancake Breakfast on Sunday, Feb. 7 at
12 noon in Corpus Christi School Gym. Brunch includes pancakes, breakfast sausage, fruit, coffee, tea, and
juice. Adults: $5 Children 6 to 12 years: $3. Mark your calendar.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Catholic School Council would like to wish everyone a Happy Valentine’s Day and a Safe and Happy Family
day!

Food Days:
Pizza day is every Friday, unless a scheduled PA Day, then it will be held on the Thursday. Please remember
to fill out the monthly form on line or hand into home room teacher, by the due date specified, with the exact
change.

On Tuesday, February 9th CSC will be making pancakes for the students and staff for Shrove Tuesday. If you
would like to volunteer please contact the school. A valid police check is necessary.
A friendly reminder that CSC is hosting a Family Night Dinner/ Dance Fundraiser, at Michelangelo’s Banquet
Centre for the school and community on April 28th, 2016. Order forms will be going home the week of
February 22, book your tickets early to avoid disappointment. If any companies or families would like to donate
a prize for this event, please call the school or email Rosie Topic at rosie.topic@ hotmail.com

Next CSC meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 23rd, 2016 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons. Please
join us, we are hoping to have a representative from City Hall available to help us problem solve the Parking
Issues we are experiencing at the beginning and end of the school day! We also have our Public Health Nurse
coming to speak to our community about the services available. We hope you will join us and be heard.
A door prize will be raffled off to all those attending the meeting. Hope to see you there!

SHROVE TUESDAY
Our Catholic School Council will serve pancakes to each student on Tues. Feb. 9th. We would like to ask for
volunteers to help. If you are available to help in preparing and serving the pancakes please let Mrs. Spatazzo
know by calling the school. Please remember you must have a valid Police Check. We are in need of griddles
to make the pancakes, if you could lend us one please bring it to the office by Fri. Feb. 5th. Be sure to label it
with your family name. We are looking forward to a wonderful opportunity for our students to work in buddy
groupings to prepare for Lent.

A RESPONSE FROM THE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY IS REQUESTED

Your support is needed to speak up for Catholic education. Once again the government of Ontario
has launched the “Talk Ontario” website to garner ideas from Ontarians on the priorities they think
should be addressed in the upcoming provincial budget. The site was launched a few weeks ago and
at present the “ideas” generating some of the most feedback and getting the attention of the media,
are the ideas pushing for the amalgamation of school boards and/or the elimination of publicly funded
Catholic schools.
We encourage our community to speak up in opposition to such ideas. Following is a link to one of
the more “popular” idea threads calling for the amalgamation of Ontario’s education system – we
encourage you to communicate your opposition to any move in this direction:
https://talks.ontario.ca/idea/amalgamate-catholic-and-public-school-boards NOTE: you will
need to register to comment.
Here is how we have been addressing the myth about amalgamation and financial savings in
education:
• Special interest groups opposed to Ontario’s Catholic schools argue that the elimination of Catholic
schools through amalgamation would save about $1 billion. This figure has no basis in fact.
• The Reality: Education funding in Ontario is per-pupil based. This is the driver of costs and would
not change under an amalgamated model. The only way to save money through amalgamation would
be to close SEVERAL HUNDRED schools in Ontario.
• The Reality: If schools were amalgamated and hundreds of schools closed, all Ontario students
(across all systems) would be displaced. There is no indication that public school supporters would be
prepared to move their children from the local public school in order to accommodate children living
closer to a Catholic school or vice versa. There would be disruption and chaos in every community
across this province.

• The Reality: The cost of amalgamation would far out-strip any savings. The last amalgamation in the
education sector happened in 1998 and resulted in the province spending $1.2 billion in additional
“transition” costs for that amalgamation (SOURCE: Ministry of Education).
Thank you for supporting this effort to promote and protect Catholic education.
NEW PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT DAY

Mark your calendars, February 26th, is a new PD day, added on by the Ministry of Education. The school will
be closed to all students. Staff will be engaged in workshops. Pizza day will be on February 25th instead of
February 26th.
FIRST TERM REPORT CARDS

Your child(ren)’s report card for term one will go home on Wednesday, February 17th. All students from SK Gr. 8 will receive a report on that day. If you wish to have an interview with your child’s teacher before or after
that time, please call the school and contact the teacher who will schedule an interview for you at a mutually
agreed upon time. Please complete the bottom portion of the report card and return it to school as soon as
possible. Remember to help your child set some realistic goals for achievement.
This is a very important time to reflect on your goals, strengths and weaknesses. It is very important to strive to
give your very best to maintain achievements or to improve in certain areas. Tasks that are sent home are part
of the teacher’s evaluation. Participation, communication, input in class activities etc are all very important for
the end result. Encourage the completion of daily homework or review of work taught, routines, the use of the
agenda and daily reading. All students should read every night. Students should be responsible for their
homework. This is part of the learning skills and work habits. We must teach our children to be accountable
and to accept consequences if things are not done or are not at school. Parents check the agenda to see if
work is completed and sign off on the completed items.
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Our staff has been working on our School Improvement Plan. We work on five pillars, Learning with Faith,
Literacy, Numeracy, Pathways, and Catholic Culture, Community and Service.
Here are our goals:
Learning with Faith: We are working to promote students’ growth in faith and virtue to enhance Catholic values
and promote student voice as well as develop Catholic Student Leadership
Literacy: We are continuing to build on reading for meaning by using the gradual release of responsibility
model to teach how to use evidence from the text and/or their own ideas to support answers

Numeracy: We are working to improve our students’ problem-solving skills
Pathways: Students will select one piece of work to display in their folder monthly that displays improvement
Catholic Culture, Community and Service: Students will learn how to recognize signs of stress and to tell a
trusted authority figure.
We are also involved in a Catholic School Student Achievement Visit on March 10th. Representatives from the
School Board will be in to speak to our students about what strategies they are learning and using.
GRADE 7 DIVERSITY CONFERENCE

Our Grade 7 students will be involved in a Diversity Conference Day on Tues. Feb. 23rd at our school. The
conference is an opportunity for our students to learn to live respectfully together and benefit from one
another’s wisdom and experiences.
The conference will help to create a world free from bias and discrimination, so that each and every person will
feel loved and included and never experience the pain of rejection or exclusion.
The Conference activities will help our students to grow in appreciation for the sacredness of life and the
dignity of human beings created in the image and likeness of God.
FAMILY DAY

All Schools, Administration Buildings and Continuing Education Centres of the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic
District School Board will be closed on Monday, February 15th for the Family Day statutory holiday. Classes
will resume on Tuesday, February 16th.

PARKING AND ROAD SAFETY

Parents, please park your vehicles in the designated spots in the parking lot. Do not park along the
driveway leading to the playground/daycare. This is extremely unsafe and compromises the safety of
our children. We would appreciate your attention to this matter.
Please do not pull into the parking lot while the buses are loading or unloading. If you see the chain
up please do not move your vehicle from your spot.
Parents are also asked not to pull up in front of the school to drop your children off. Please park in the
parking lot or in designated parking spots around the school neighbourhood. Thank you for your
continued support.
All parents and guardians are requested to follow the safety guidelines for drop off and pick up of students. The
front of the school is not intended for parking at any time. This area MUST remain clear for school buses
and emergency vehicles and to allow for the smooth flow of traffic for parents/guardians to leave the
designated parking areas. The two designated handicapped parking spots must remain available to those with
official signage in their vehicles. All too frequently other parents are parking in these spots or blocking the
access to these spots. Please be considerate to others.
Be aware that the City of Hamilton, not just the HWCDSB, has a No Idling Policy. Vehicles should not be
idling while on school property. The reality is, there are not enough designated parking spots for all the parents
to pick up and drop off their children. Please consider walking to school with your child.
Thank you to the parents/guardians that respect the guidelines that have been established. Your support is
greatly appreciated. It is very disappointing that there are other parents/guardians that continue to need to be
supervised to ensure the safety of all
TERM ONE IN THE LEARNING COMMONS
The Learning Commons has been a busy place! MANY students have worked with Mrs. Coons on a variety of
media, social studies, inquiry, and language based projects. The grade 1 students made a booklet and short
video about their roles and responsibilities. The grade 2 student focused on their “TREES Please” project.
Students in grade 3 learned about the First Nation’s story of Creation and retold the story using drawings and
cut-out puppets. The grade 4 students were learning more about the characteristics of persuasive writing.
They also explored the geographic regions of Canada. The grade 5 and 6 students saw the importance of
assessing information on the Internet. We have to be careful where we get information from because not
everything posted is accurate or true. The grade 6 students also researched a person of interest and will be
using what they gathered to write a biography. Grade 7 students completed their Saints project and are
currently working on an activity relating to New France. Last but least, Mr. Quaglia’s students learned about
different global issues and chose either an issue, organization or a person to learn more about.
The Learning Commons is an educational space and a place to build learning and critical thinking skills.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
Student Council would like to thank all of the staff and students who participated in our Hats for Haiti Dress
Down Day on Thursday January 27th. It was a great success!

Student Council will be having a cozy Pink, Red or White Sweater Day on February 12. In the spirit of
Valentine's Day, we will celebrate Friendship Day on February 12th. On this day, students will have the
opportunity to play board games with their classroom buddies and make a card.
Our student council will also be hosting an Anti-Bullying Pink Shirt Day on Wed. Feb. 24th. Students can wear
their pink shirts to stand up to Bullying! An Anti-Bullying T-Shirt Poster contest will take place and students will
be able to purchase a license to chew bubble gum!
NATIONAL SWEATER DAY

On Friday, February 12th the Eco Team will be pairing up with Student Council to have a Red, White and Pink
Sweater Day. We have been challenged by nearby schools to see which school community will wear the most
sweaters and save the most energy by lowering the temperature. St. Marguerite is ready with the energy
conservation challenge! Wear your sweater and let's win the National Sweater Day Challenge!
START2FINISH RUN4CHANGE 20/20 CHALLENGE

Do you know that approximately 1 million kids live in poverty and that our country ranks 18th among 35
industrialized nations? We are going to raise awareness and funds for kids who live in poverty all around the
world through our participation. The S2F Run4Change 20/20 Challenge is a fun, easy, creative way to get fit
and make a difference. This is how it works: For 20 weeks, for 20 minutes a day, through the leadership of
some of our Grade 8 students overseen by Ms. DiTrapani our students will be involved in daily physical
activity. After 20 weeks, our students will be prepared to participate in the National Run4Change in May! We
are looking forward to our participation in this healthy initiative.
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

In our busy world, children are bombarded at an early age with noise, stimuli, and a message to keep busy.
Our consistent fast pace can detract from our ability to guide each student to become “a discerning believer
formed in the Catholic faith community who celebrates the signs and sacred mysteries of God’s presence

through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living.” One of the ways to achieve this is
by teaching students the practice of Christian Meditation.
Christian Meditation is a form of prayer used by monks dating back to the third to fifth centuries. In Christian
Meditation we open ourselves to the presence of the Spirit of Jesus active in our hearts, our lives and all of
creation. Christian Meditation helps us to learn about ourselves in God. Although it might appear that nothing is
happening during the time of prayer, gradually life begins to change. This change is best described in St.
Paul’s letter to the Galatians which states that, “The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness,
generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22)
Our school community has been practicing Christian Meditation as a form of prayer in our classrooms for a full
year now. Please speak to your child about his/her Christian Meditation prayer experience. We are hoping to
provide another family retreat in the Spring where all of us will be able to learn about Christian Meditation. We
are hoping all families will attend. We will keep you posted on the date as soon as it is established.
MORNING SNACK PROGRAM

We are in the process of adding a third day to our morning snack program at our school through the support of
Tastebuds. The program is beneficial in establishing health habits in our students as well as providing
opportunities to try different foods. The students are excited to try the new items we are adding to the
program. We are grateful to our staff who take the time to shop on their own time as well as our community
partners like Freshco who give us a discount, Lococos who deliver items every Monday free of charge and to
the many managers of Metro, Food Basics, Walmart and the SuperCentre who allow us to price match at times
as well as purchase bulk items to service our community. A great big thank you is also extended to the
volunteers who offer their support to get the snacks ready for our students. We are grateful to Courtney
Krawesky a McMaster Nursing Student for volunteering to help every Wednesday. We also thank Ms. Topic
our Catholic School Council Chair for her help this past month. Without the support of our dedicated Staff and
volunteers we would not be able to offer these additional programs. Any parent available to help is asked to
contact Mrs. Spatazzo and you will need a valid police check.

We would also like to thank many of our parents who are adding an additional $1 to their food orders to help
sustain our Snack Program. Your donations are appreciated. If any family or known businesses would like to
make a donation to this worthwhile cause, please call the school to speak to Mrs. Spatazzo or Mrs. Frappa.
SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER

We will be having a sub day on the last Wednesday of the month. We will have our sub day on Wednesday,
February 24th. Order forms will be sent home on Fri. Feb. 12 to be returned by Fri. Feb. 19th.

HAMILTON HELMET INITIATIVE

Helmets prevent brain injuries. Protect your brain! The Canada Helmet Initiative and participating schools will
be selling quality winter and summer sport helmets in February 2016. Anyone in your family can purchase
helmets. Helmet orders are due by February 12, 2016. Helmets will be delivered the week starting March 7,
2016. St. Marguerite d’Youville will be a participating school. Order forms will be sent home this week.
3rd Annual Heads Up! Helmet Safety Poster Contest
WHO: Any student attending school in grades JK to 8. A parent or guardian must sign a consent form.
WHY: 88% of brain injuries can be prevented by wearing a properly fitted helmet. Spread the word!
WHEN: Posters must be received by Friday, February 26, 2016.
HOW: Create a poster to illustrate the slogan: “MY BRAIN IS AWESOME. THAT’S WHY I WEAR A HELMET!”
PRIZES: All winners from each grade category will receive a new bike, helmet and bike lock. The overall
winner will also receive $1000 to be used for their school.
For contest details go to www.mcmasterchildrenshospital.ca/hhi under events.
ANAPHYLAXIS COMMUNICATION

St. Marguerite d’Youville School is a place where all children feel safe and have a sense of belonging.

To ensure the safety and well-being of all children, please note below important information from
Anaphylaxis Canada:




Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction can occur within minutes of exposure to an
allergen (a substance capable of causing an allergic reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if
a person at risk touches an allergenic substance and then subsequently touches the mouth. Even
a very small amount ‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a serving utensil has the potential to cause
a severe allergic reaction. Direct ingestion of an allergy-causing food poses the greatest risk for
people with food allergies.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to the guidelines below is most appreciated:






Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens
into the designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food products into the school; with permission, non-food
items are permitted for various celebrations and special events and activities.

Thank you for your help in keeping all our children safe.

ANAPHLAXIS ALERT
As we approach another “chocolate season”, we would like to remind you to continue to ensure that Valentine
chocolates and candy that contain nuts or nut products are not brought to school. Thank you for your continued
support. It is very crucial that all staff, students and parents follow the important and necessary protocols for
allergies. No peanut butter or treats with nuts are allowed at school.

SCIENCE FAIR NEWS

ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY IN SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR
Our school is holding a science fair on Wednesday, February 3 (10am - 2:30pm) and all students in
grade 7 and 8 will be participating. Hands-on scientific investigation is the focus at our fair. Over the next few
weeks, students will complete their designs, tested, analyze, and present a project that uses the scientific
method to solve a problem. The sky’s the limit!
Many current and future career opportunities will require students to have an understanding of
emerging science and technology. Science, technology, engineering, and mathematics are basic skills
expected by employers. Through the school science fair each student will use these basic skills to research
and then prepare a project to be presented to all staff, students, and parents in the community.
You are cordially invited to observe and ask any question to help our future scientists and see the great
work put together by St. Marguerite d’Youville students. If you attend you may be called upon to judge a project
to help choose a winner to go onto the system science fair at Bishop Ryan High School on Saturday, February
27th.
Mr. Saranko and the Science Club
AFTER SCHOOL LITERACY AND NUMERACY/HOMEWORK CLUB

Intermediate students are reminded to return their forms as soon as possible for this very worthwhile program.
Grade 7 and 8 students are given the opportunity to get additional help, work on their homework on Mondays
and Wednesdays for one hour after school is dismissed. Tutor (Mr. Quaglia), will be available to assist our
students. The program started on Wednesday, October 15th and runs through until the end of May. Thank
you to our staff for providing this wonderful opportunity for our students.

HOMEWORK INFORMATION

Free Math Tutoring for Gr 7-10 Math Students. Homework help is available with one on one, confidential live
tutoring sessions: Sunday to Thursday, 5:30 pm to 9:30 pm. Students can ask a question, draw on the
interactive whiteboard, watch and learn online. Other things available are Virtual locker, videos of best
tutorials, math games and more-available anytime! http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org
All of our Intermediate
Students have had the opportunity to meet with Mr. Stubbs as he walked them through the use of this
valuable resource.
SEPTEMBER 2016 REGISTRATIONS

We will begin taking registrations for September 2016 Junior Kindergarten and new Kindergarten students this
month. Please note, Junior Kindergarten students must have been born in 2012 and Kindergarten students
must have been born in 2011. If your child is currently in Junior Kindergarten there is no need to register.
Please contact Mrs. Spatazzo, 905-387-4600 to book an appointment to register. You will need to bring the
following documents for registration:
Birth Certificate
Baptismal Certificate
Proof of Address
Please pass this information on to friends in the community who have young children who meet the age
requirements.
SENIOR KINDERGARTEN FRENCH IMMERSION REGISTRATIONS

The following schools will be offering Senior Kindergarten French Immersion:
St. Eugene Catholic Elementary
120 Parkdale Ave. S.
905-545-9598
Student Registration:
By Appointment:
Feb. 4-5

St. Joseph Catholic Elementary
270 Locke St. S.
905-529-1002
Student Registration:
By Appointment:
Feb. 11 & 17

Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Elementary
49 Fennell Ave. E.
905-383-4911
Student Registration:
By Appointment:
Starting Jan. 11

CYO NEWS
This month, we will be wrapping up another fun-filled season of Junior and Senior Girls' volleyball. We
continue with our regular season followed by playoffs that fall into the third week of February. Upon the end of
the girls' season, we will immediately hold tryouts for our Junior and Senior boys whose season commences
after the March break. This has been a great season full of vast learning experiences and skill development.
Way to go Mustang ladies!
SCHOOL CASH ONLINE

Dear Parents!
Did you know that our school is one of the first in the province to offer the convenience of online payments to
parents?
For safety and efficiency reasons, we want to reduce the amount of cash and cheques coming into our school.
We are asking parents to please take 5 minutes to register, by following the steps below. Once you are
registered online, you will begin receiving emails about upcoming events.
Here is a one minute movie clip that will give you a brief overview of the registration and online shopping
experience.
http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
Register Online:
Step 1:

Please click on this link:
https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com

Step 2:

Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps.

Step 3:

After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option, login and add
each of your children to your household account.

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any questions during the registration process or while shopping online, please
select the GET HELP option in the top right hand area of the screen.
Our usage of this convenience is being monitored and up to date we have a 32% of our community
participating. Please try to take 5 minutes to register! We will be rewarding the classroom with the
highest rate of registrations with a pizza party! We are also entering all families participating in a raffle
for a $50 gift card for a selection of local restaurants! Please register to be entered!

ROUTINES

The end of January marks the halfway point of the school year. Parents please continue your efforts ensuring
your child/ren are here at school daily and that they come prepared. It is very important that students arrive at
school on time. Classes begin promptly at 9:05 a.m. We have many students arriving after the bell. Please
make sure your child/ren arrive to school on time. Valuable time is lost when they are not in class for the daily
morning routines. Please also ensure your child/ren’s attendance at school. We have a large group of
students who are missing many days. Everyday is an opportunity for learning. Please ensure your child/ren
attend regularly. We encourage you to continue to support your children by encouraging them to read daily
and to complete assignments as necessary each night. Your child’s agenda planner remains an important part
of the process. Please sign it each day.
VIRTUE OF THE MONTH

We are working on a Virtue a Month. Please ask your child about the virtue of the month.
September: Reverence/Human Dignity
October: Justice/Preferential Option for the Poor
November: Conscience/Peace
December: Hospitality/Participation
January: Community/Common Good
February: Compassion/Rights and Responsibility
March: Courage/Solidarity
April: Joy/Stewards of Creation
May: Respect/Dignity of Work
June: Integrity/Role of the Government
TIME SPENT ON HOMEWORK

Just a reminder that students should be, as a rule of thumb, spending 10 times the grade they are in,
on homework, on a nightly basis. So, if you are in grade 5, that is 5 x 10 = 50 minutes of
homework. Grade 3, 3 x 10 = 30 minutes a night, etc.
PLEASE READ EVERY NIGHT!!!! Research shows that it helps improve student achievement as well as
many other good reasons to read!!
IDEAS TO IMPROVE YOUR CHILD’S HOMEWORK
Here are some tips to make your child’s homework a little more productive:
Attitude – Help your child have a positive attitude toward school.
Breaks – Kids learn better in chunks of time. Have your child schedule homework breaks.
Choice – Let your child make choices. Does he/she want to study after school or at night?

Directions – Teach your child to read directions carefully. If you need to, restate directions so your child can understand
them.
Encouragement – Your job as a parent is to encourage your child. Find positive things to say about his/her effort and
attitude.
Furnishings – Your child needs light, a comfortable chair and supplies, like pens and pencils.
Games – When your child has to drill on basic facts, help him/her make up a game.
Habits – Help your child get the homework habit. Set a regular time and place for homework. During homework time,
there should be no television, no phone and no music.
Incentives – For a difficult assignment, offer your child an incentive. It might be a special treat, a trip to the library or a
chance to spend some extra time with mom or dad.
Joy – Don’t forget – learning should be fun. Help your child see how hard subjects relate to his special interests.
SNOWY DAYS MAY BE COMING?!

There is perhaps no other activity that has the potential to cause serious injury as throwing snowballs.
Particles of ice, grit or stones can be imbedded in the snow without the person’s knowledge and could result in
head or eye injuries. SNOW THROWING WILL NOT BE PREMITTED AT ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE
CATHOLIC SCHOOL. Safety is our primary concern. Please discuss the seriousness of throwing snow with
your child. All students from JK to Grade 8 will be given a verbal warning about appropriate snow-play.
Students are not permitted to throw snowballs – students who do not follow this safety rule, will be issued a
written warning. If they do it again, they will be suspended from school. The safety of all our children is our
first priority. Please reinforce this very important rule with your child. This is also a great opportunity for you to
discuss with your children how to play safely on the yard and to review the school rule: Keep your hands,
feet and body to yourself.
WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS

The winter weather has reached us with some storm conditions and it is timely that we remind parents and
students of the need to dress appropriately for outdoor play. For safety reasons all students must have
suitable indoor footwear while in school to avoid the potential for accidents. Boots must be removed to reduce
the potential for slippery floors from snow. They will be kept lined up in the hallway to avoid wet boots from
entering the classroom areas. In the event of an emergency evacuation, students wearing only socks can
contribute to possible harm by hindering a speedy exit.
While we want students to enjoy the winter weather and the snow, it cannot be emphasized enough, that the
throwing of snowballs, kicking of snow, sliding on ice is not permitted at any time. The danger of ice being
thrown runs the risk of student injury and so we encourage safe play that encourages students to be active but
safe. Traditionally the school playground has been ploughed through the night and the yard is clear for recess.
Recesses will be held outdoors subject to weather and wind conditions that pose a threat to the safety or well
being of staff or students. The office will monitor the weather conditions with the Weather Network in order to
ensure that it is safe for the students to be outside. Students will be kept inside for recess when the wind chill
factors range below -15 Degrees Celsius. Please ensure that children bring hats, mitts, gloves, scarves to
school in anticipation of outdoor play.

BLACK HISTORY MONTH
February is Black History Month. It is an opportunity for Canadians to recognize the significant contributions
they have made to the life of Canada. Canada is the world’s most multicultural country. At St. Marguerite
d’Youville, we will be learning more about the diverse cultures in our community. The more children know
about and respect other’s cultures, the less prejudice and racism there will be.
MORNING ROUTINES
Thank you for not dropping your child off on the first floor in the morning. As you know, our staff is busy
getting the students ready for class, etc. Your child lines up with the rest of the students on the yard. If your
child is late, and we strongly discourage this, your child knows to report to the office. Once the child
receives their late slip, they walk, by themselves to class. Morning is not the time for parents to “just be a
second” and talk with the teacher. You can, however, leave your message with the office and your child’s
teacher will receive the message. We know you can appreciate this because you would not want your child’s
instructional time being interrupted. “Just a second” is not a second and adds up. Your child has only 5
instructional hours a day (out of 24 hours) so we need to respect every minute. Thank you for your
continued support.
YARD SUPERVISION

Supervision in the morning on the yard starts at 8:50 a.m. Please do not send your child to school
before that time: it is a safety concern!
NUTRITION

We continue to encourage the students to bring their lunches and healthy snacks to school. Studies have
shown that students who bring a healthy lunch (planned it, prepared it, etc) are more likely to feel better
throughout the day and be ready to learn (this includes eating a healthy breakfast).
Treats like chocolate and candies should be LIMITED in order to limit the sugar intake. Treats like
McDonalds should be limited to weekends so students are not receiving fast food lunches during the
week. This encourages them to make and bring their lunches from home. Thank you for your continued
support and cooperation in teaching our children to make healthy eating choices.

SAFE SCHOOLS
The following is a reminder on keeping our school safe:

(1) All parents/visitors must enter the school from the front door entrance by the school office. You will be
required to use the intercom and the office staff will unlock the door remotely so that you may come into
the school and report to the office. We are asking that all parents wait outside for their children to be
dismissed each day. Please note that parents and visitors will not be allowed entry from the back doors
of the school. We also ask for your support by not walking your child to their classroom. Students will

enter the school with the rest of the students. Parents, please use the front door so we can monitor
entry to the school by all visitors to the school.
(2) For JK/SK parents - Supervision will be provided outside in the daycare playground area from 8:50 a.m.
to 9:05 a.m. The JK/ SK teacher will be outside to meet your child. At 9:05 a.m. the students will line
up and the teacher will bring them into the school. Parents will not be allowed to enter the school with
their children prior to the bell. At the end of the day, we are asking parents to wait for their children
outside at the daycare doors and not enter the building. When the teacher sees the child’s parent at
the door, they will dismiss your child to you.

GRADUATION PHOTOS

The Grade 8 grad photos will be taken on Friday, February 12th in the morning. Students should dress
appropriately for their photos.
HEALTH ACTION TEAM PARTNERS UP WITH OUR MCMASTER STUDENT NURSES

In addition to our Tuesday Health Action Team meetings with Nurse Debbie Wassel from Public Health, we
now welcome four student nurses, Rachel, Natalia, Hayley, and Natasa from McMaster University! These four
student nurses have already made a positive impact at St. Marguerite. They have been working during lunch
hours on Wednesdays with the HAT Reps in providing strategies on many healthy related topics. Over the next
few months, they will focus on mental health which is a topic the students themselves wanted to work on with
them. Many mindfulness activities and initiatives are planned for the rest of the year. Together, they will also
be preparing a booth for the March 4th Healthy Eco Fair. Come out and see the work they have been doing
with your children!
THE GREAT BIG APPLE CRUNCH ON MARCH 10TH

The HAT Team is organizing the Great Big Apple Crunch for all the 550 students, staff and volunteers on March
11th. We are very happy to share this event. It will be a special day of good food education, including a massive,
synchronized bite into a crunchy apple to celebrate local food and healthy eating! Wow! 550 apples eaten all at the same
time! That will definitely keep the doctor away!

ST MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CHILDREN’S CENTRE

St. Marguerite d’Youville Children’s Centre is a school-based child care centre that provides Catholic child care
programs to support and complement the programs of St. Marguerite d’Youville School. We offer care to
children 18 months to 12 years of age. Please contact Jessie Gavran at 905-387-9995 for more information.
YELLOW WALK AND ROLL TO SCHOOL DAY

February 4th is Yellow walk and roll to school day! Watch for our creative photo in our March newsletter! All of
us are encouraged to minimize our carbon footprint this winter! Let’s continue on our mission to be Stewards
of the Earth!
INCLEMENT WEATHER-SCHOOL CLOSURE

When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced by the
following Hamilton and area TV and radio stations:
900 CHML/Y108 FM
Oldies 1150 (CKOC)/K-Lite FM/820 CHAM
WAVE 94.7 FM
CHTV Morning Live
Remember we are Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board

PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE OPEN HOUSE

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board is once again collecting new and gently experienced
First Holy Communion and Prom Dresses/Suits appropriate for first Holy Communion and Grade Eight
Graduation. These events are marked with much excitement but also can pose a significant financial burden
for many families in our community. Please bring donations to your home school the week of February 8, 2016
and thank you for your continued support.
There will be an open house at the Precious Moments Boutique on Wed. Mar. 9, Wed. May 18, Wed. Jun. 1
from 3:00 – 6:00 pm. at St. Mary’s Elementary School, 209 Mac Nab Street North, Hamilton. They have

gently new and experienced Graduation and First Holy Communion dresses and suits available to students at
no cost. Students and parents are welcome. First Come, First Serve. Contact Kelly Duffy-Kariam at 905-5252930 ext. 2831
FEBRUARY IS FRIENDSHIP MONTH

Here is a short list of list of qualities that are attributed to a friend. Take a moment to consider a how many of
these characteristics you can claim to be yours, and which ones still demand considerable effort.
A friend is someone you confide in and on whom you can depend.
A friend is someone who will support you and help you without looking for a return favour.
A friend is a person you can talk to, laugh with, trust, and one who will still help you when you’re in a jam.
A friend knows you well and is willing to share common interests.
A friend has a Kleenex when you need one.
A friend is someone who can rely on because they care about you.
And finally, the compliment that summarizes all the qualities of a friend is when someone says to you “You are
my friend.”
Let’s make friendship our focus this month. Let’s try increasing our circle of friends to include others. St.
Matthew put it so eloquently: “So always treat others the way you would like them to treat you.”
SCHOOL UNIFORMS
Students are reminded to dress in the proper uniform. Navy or white crested or embroidered tops and navy
docker style pants. Students are allowed to wear leggings underneath there skirts or dresses but these are not
allowed as the pants. Please ensure that your child is wearing the proper uniform. Staff will be checking to
ensure that students are dressed in full uniform. A note will be placed in your child’s agenda if they are out of
uniform. Please help us to maintain the high standards we place on our students by helping them to dress
appropriately and act appropriately too.
THE IMPORTANCE OF READING DAILY

Twenty Minutes A Day
Read to your children
Twenty minutes a day;
You have the time, And so do they.
Read while the laundry is in the machine;
Read while the dinner cooks,
Tuck a child in the crook of your arm
And reach for the library books.
Hide the remote,
Let the computer games cool,
Your children need you in addition to school;
Reluctant? Excited? You have the choice;
Let them hear the first tales
In the sound of your voice.
Read in the morning,
Read over noon,
Read by the light of
GOOD NIGHT, MOON.

Turn the pages together,
Sitting close as you’ll fit,
‘Til a small voice beside you says,
“Hey, don’t quit.”

FOSTER HOMES FOSTER HOPE! GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE ADOPTION INFORMTION

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED ADOPTION OR FOSTERING?
Would you like to hear more about the process through the CCAS of Hamilton?
Upcoming Adoption and Fostering Information Night

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 – 7:00 p.m.
Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School, 127 Gray Rd, Stoney Creek.
For more information and to register call:
(Adoption) Jocelyn at (905) 525-2012 ext. 3125 or by email jocelyn.jacobs@hamiltonccas.on.ca
(Fostering) Julie at (905) 525-2012 ext. 3280 or by email julie.vamos@hamiltonccas.on.ca
Visit our website at www.hamiltonccas.on.ca

ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE’S HEALTHY ECO FAIR

St. Marguerite’s Healthy Eco Fair
Our Healthy Eco Fair is scheduled for Friday, March 4th. Please come and join us any time from 9:00 am to
2:00 pm to meet and participate with various health and environment groups from our Hamilton Community.
St. John Paul II, St. Michael, and St. Brigid Environmental Student Reps will be joining us so that we can share
best practices and network together.

SPECIAL INVITATION TO OUR HEALTHY ECO FAIR TO YOU
Dear Parents and Guardians,
Our Eco and Hat Teams are hosting a “Live Green” Healthy Eco Fair on Friday, March 4th. We have chosen
this day to celebrate with the school community our many initiatives that have also been recognized locally and
provincially this year. We have invited many community groups and leaders to join us and spend the day in a
learning environment sharing best practices.
We are proud of the students’ commitment in environmental stewardship and healthy practices at St.
Marguerite d’Youville as we know that the successes we are celebrating this year are because of the
tremendous support by the family and home. We thank you for the many practices that you have extended at
home to support your child’s learning in becoming more environmentally friendly and more health conscious of
better active lifestyles. Your support in our many Walk and Roll To School Yellow Days, Litterless Lunches,
Energy Conservation practices, Waste Management initiatives, packing healthy snacks and lunches, using
safe reusable containers, drinking more water and banning plastic water bottles, Bag2Go Collection of Used
Clothing, E-waste Collection, anti-idling campaigns, greening projects outside, building our outdoor classroom
and many more activities have helped our school achieve success and recognition in each of the six areas of
Ontario EcoSchool. This culture of environmental stewardship has garnered us Platinum Certification with the
Ontario EcoSchool, placing our school as an exemplar model in many areas and even featuring one of our
Yellow Walk and Roll to School photos on last year’s cover of their Platinum Guide. We take this time to
embrace our values and stewardship and thank everyone who has made a difference this school year.
Team work and commitment has earned us the recognition of Greenest School in Canada this year. We
have won both local and provincial recognition as well as awards for many of our activities which you, as
parents and guardians, have whole heartedly supported. Our litterless lunches and proper recycling practices
have moved us to a new level of waste management. We also won the City of Hamilton’s School of the Year
Award in Community in Motion. This is the third year our school has been honoured in Hamilton. Our school’s
active transportation modes has increased each year so much that on Yellow Days we have more than 180
bike riders, including parents riding along side their child on a bike ride to and from school. We are reducing
our carbon footprint and helping improve the air quality in our local environment!
In addition, we have received many grants to help us support these activities. We have used the Metro Green
Apple Grant to help develop healthy eating habits. We have found creative ways to celebrate with nutritious
fruits and vegetables. We have also used grants to help us to continue to green our gardens and add to our
outdoor classroom. We are using our Greenest School in Canada $2000 award to purchase additional bike
racks.
As partners in our environmental and healthy school initiatives over the past year, we would like to invite the
parents and guardians to join us at the Healthy ECO Fair. Below is a schedule of events. There will be many
community groups as well as an entertaining professional Puppet Show from Hamilton Water. We understand
if you cannot join us, but we wanted to take this time to thank each parent and family for supporting your
child in making a positive difference in our environment and healthy lifestyle. This strong and solid
relationship between the school, family, environment and healthy living will definitely benefit your child and all
the community. Taking this learning beyond the school walls is truly making your child a life long learner who
has the knowledge and experience in making wise and informed choices of better healthy GREEN living.
With tremendous thanks and continued partnership,
The Students and Staff of St. Marguerite d’Youville
A Schedule of our Living Green Healthy ECO Fair will be posted in our March Newsletter! Stay tuned!

CONGRATULATIONS JANUARY AWARD WINNERS!

Award Winners – January 2016
Teacher’s Name

Christian Service
Award

Enthusiasm
Award

Excellence
Award

Healthy Habits
Award

Mrs. Simpson

Sam H

Ava C.

Aleena V.

Andrew R.

Mrs. MirraAmmendolia

Rowan S,

Alexis M.

Abigail V.

Michael R.

Mrs. Racanelli

Molly M.

Massimo M.

Mia P.

Leonel K.

Miss Gera

Acadia B.

Callie P.

Breanne P.

Nicolas P.

Mrs. Bellavia

Emmanuel B.

Leya A.

William S.

Bianca L.

Mrs. Berardi

Sophia J.

Anthony K.

Chloe B.

Chinasa I.

Adrianna D.

Malik H.

Nicolas B.

Jada I.

Ms. Bilanzola

Violeta L.

Elizabeth L.

Daniel D.

Makayla P.

Mrs. Clement

Anglinamarie P.

Eduardo P.

Marvela K.

Lucas L.

Mrs. Parisse

Tiba A.

Danica M.

Breydan H.

Emma K.

Mrs. Krawesky

Matti A.

Caleb P.

Michael R.

Jackson B.

Mrs. Cowell

Jacob S.

Nicholas B.

Sephora O.

Noail P.

Mr. Morrison

Angelina B.

Gabriel P.

John L.

Evan P.

Moniz/Palmese

Lola P.

Delina M.

Alex M.

Rylan R.

Mrs. Reilly

Olivia P.

Anthony C.

Elijah M.

Krystal P.

Ms. Rivera

Cailyn W.

Jessica A.

Daniela A.

Tiago R.

Mrs. Metcalfe

Nicholas T.

Gabriel L.

Helen K.

Angelina S.

Mr. Saranko

Antonella G.

Grace I.

Vienna P.

Grace P.

Mr. Quaglia

Melanie G.

Luis S.

Antonio F.

Sebastian A.

Mary L.

Nathan M.

Daniela S.

Alicia G.

Mrs. Hunt

Mr. DiTantonio

February 2016
Sunday

Monday
21

Tuesday

Wednesday
3
Science Fair in Gym

2

Thursday
4

Friday
5

Saturday
6

Pizza Day
Yellow Day
Walk and Roll to
School
Parents are Welcome
11:05-11:45
1:10-1:55
7

8

9

10

First Reconciliation 10:30
Corpus Christi Church
11

12

13

Grad Photos

Shrove/Pancake
Tuesday

Pizza Day
Ash Wed Liturgy 10:30
in Gym all are welcome
Student Council
red, white, pink
cozy sweater
day!
Report Cards Go
Home Today

14

15

16

17

18

Family Day No School!

21

22

19

20

Pizza Day

23

24

Gr. 7 Diversity
Conference Day

25

26

27

Pizza Day

Professional
Activity Day

System Science Fair

No School for
Students

Sub Day

CSC Mtg 6:30

Bullying Awareness
Pink Shirt Day

28

29

1

2

3

4
“Live Green”
Healthy ECO Fair

5

FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER DRAW
We have read the newsletter and would like to be included in the February Newsletter draw.
Student(s) Name(s): _____________________________________
Grade(s):______________________________
Mrs. J. Frappa
Principal

