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Lenten Reflection
As we enter into the month of March, we are continuing our Lenten journey and are continually
challenged to live up to our Lenten promises. All of our children are working on a Lenten Journey
Puzzle with a weekly Lenten promise and will be continuing to fulfil them during the weeks to
follow.
This Lent, we are reminded that Lent is the season of preparation for Easter. In this year of
Mercy, our Holy Father Pope Francis calls on believers to practice the works of mercy and to
listen to God’s Word. “Let us not waste this season of Lent – Pope Francis says – so favourable a
time for conversion!”.
This lent we are challenged to break away from ourselves and think of others. Praying is most
important. It gives us an opportunity to grow closer to God when we take time for silent prayer.
As we continue in the season of Lent, we need to consider why we pray, fast and give our time
and money to those in need. We do these things because they are pleasing to God, others and
ultimately ourselves. Our spiritual path is to learn to be other-centred! True giving means
sharing with others what we most want to keep. Fasting is meant to put us in touch with those
who experience loss on a daily basis. Fasting is not only from food but from things we like to do.
Prayer is making silent time so that God can speak words of truth and love to us. Jesus challenges
us to be compassionate with one another.

Catholic Lenten Prayer
Almighty and Everlasting God,
You have given the human race
Jesus Christ our Savior as a model
of humility.
He fulfilled Your Will by becoming
human and giving His life on the
Cross.
Help us to bear witness to You
By following His example of
suffering and make us worthy to
share in His Resurrection.
We ask this through our Lord Jesus
Christ, Your Son.
Amen
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

As a school community our challenge this Lent is to continue to live by following the example of Christ in listening
to our heart and treating others with dignity and respect. We need to acknowledge our diversity and our
uniqueness.
We could pray more earnestly during Lent and with enthusiasm. Pray for the needs of our school, our
community, our city and our country. Pray for the needs of those less fortunate than us. Pray daily asking God to
help us be all that we can be. We could also continue to give alms. Thinking about those less fortunate and
trying to help them.
Finally, we are challenged to strive for excellence as we journey through Lent. Ask Jesus to give us the
perseverance and the strength we need to complete a good journey of self-sacrifice, fasting, prayer and
almsgiving. Let us really try to live in community through being respectful, being responsible and being safe.
In the final analysis the cross is our symbol of victory not defeat, because it is through the cross shared with Jesus
that we can truly celebrate Easter. May our Lenten journey be fulfilling and help us to truly appreciate the joy of
Easter.

CHURCH NEWS FROM THE PEWS

First Holy Communion: Saturday, May 14th, 2015 at 10:30 am
More details and information will come closer to the date. We look forward to being a part of your child’s spiritual
journey with Jesus. Please continue to keep our Grade 2 students in your daily prayers as they prepare for this
very important Good Day in their lives.
Please join us for our Easter School Mass on Wednesday, March 30 in our school gym at 10:30 am. Join us to
celebrate our faith as a Catholic Community.
THANK YOU to all of the families who attended our Lenten Sunday School Mass on Saturday, February 20th.
Thank you to Mrs. Hunt for organizing the readers and gift bearers! A great big thank you goes out to Joseph C,
Matthew C, Adrianna D, Athena K, Dominic S and the Moddaffari Family. Thank you also to all of the staff who
attended. It was a great way to celebrate as a Catholic community with our Parish community.
Corpus Christi Catholic Women’s League will meet on Tuesday, April 7 after 6:30 Mass. Baby Shower with
representative from Birthright, all women 16 years or older are welcome to attend the meeting.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR STUDENTS ON RECEIVING THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION

Congratulations are extended to all those students who received the sacrament of Reconciliation on Saturday,
February 6th at Corpus Christi Church. The students did a wonderful job on the readings, responses and singing.
A great big thank you goes out to Ms. Bilanzola and Mrs. Hunt for their work in preparing the children so well.
Thank you also to Mrs. Van Kester for offering her beautiful gift of music and song. The celebration was a very
peaceful and joyous one for all of us. Thank you also to Father Mahony for his continued spiritual guidance. We
are so blessed in our community to have such great supports!

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK MAY 3-8

The theme for Catholic Education Week 2016:
Opening Doors of Mercy/Ouvrir des portes de miséricorde
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.” – Matthew 5:7
“Heureux les miséricordieux, car ils obtiendront miséricorde.” – Matthieu 5,7
The subthemes for Catholic Education Week 2016 are as follows:
Monday: Mercy that Welcomes (Jesus and the Woman at the Well: John 4: 1-42)
Lundi: La miséricorde qui accueille (Jésus et la Samaritaine: Jean 4: 1-42)
Tuesday: Mercy that Loves (The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37)
Mardi: La miséricorde qui aime (Le bon Samaritain: Luc 10:25-37)
Wednesday: Mercy that Forgives (The Prodigal Son: Luke 15:11-32)
Mercredi: La miséricorde qui pardonne (L’enfant prodigue: Luc 15:11-32)
Thursday: Mercy that Lives the Gospel (Zacchaeus: Luke 19:1-10)
Jeudi: La miséricorde qui vit l’Évangile (Zachée: Luc 19:1-10)
Friday: Mercy that Rejoices (Healing of the Paralytic: Luke 5: 17-26)
Vendredi: La miséricorde qui rend grâce (La guérison du paralysé: Luc 5: 17-26)
Catholic Education Week Prayer
God of Love and compassion,
help us to open the door of mercy in our school communities,
in our families and in the world.
Let mercy guide our living and bring us closer to the heart of the gospel.
May we live as Jesus with mercy that welcomes, loves, forgives
and calls us to live the gospel joyfully. Amen.

BUDGET PRIORITY SURVEY

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board is seeking your input in the development of its 2016/2017
budget. Please visit the budget survey at: http://www.hwcdsb.ca/budgetsurvey
SHROVE TUESDAY

On Tuesday, February 17th all of our staff and students were able to enjoy some very tasty pancakes due to the
generosity and care of our very active Catholic School Council and many of our gracious parents. On behalf of
the school community, we would like to thank Ms. Topic, Mrs. Gagliano and Mrs. Kerepcich for picking up and
purchasing all of the supplies needed. Thank you also to all of the parents and relatives who came out to prepare
the pancakes: Ms. Topic, Mrs. Braccio, Mr. Venturelli, Mrs. Ippolito, Mr. Marchesano, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Maria
Nunes, Mrs. Paiva, Mrs. Plewak, Ms. Sferrazza, and Mrs. Venturelli. It is truly appreciated! Thank you also to
Mrs. Anthony-Corrigan for preparing all of the supplies needed to make our Lenten Journey Puzzles and our
Mardi Gras masks. The students enjoyed being creative by decorating their Masks! A great time was had by all!
We are looking forward to Easter when we get to celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus at our Easter School Mass
on Wednesday March 30th in our school gym.
LEARNING COMMONS NEWS

Coming soon – check out what is happening in our Learning Commons. Activities, assignments, rubrics, and links
to awesome websites will soon be posted online. Students can even access our collection to see what books are
available and which books are popular. Go to the St. Marguerite D’Youville website, click on LEARN and then
click on LEARNING COMMONS.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
A very special thanks goes out to: Mrs. Ippolito, Mr. Marchesano, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Maria Nunes, Mrs. Paiva, Mrs.
Plewak, Ms. Sferrazza, and Mrs. Venturelli for coming out and making Shrove Tuesday a success! The students
were so happy and thankful…….we couldn’t have done it without you.

Thursday, April 28, 2016 Catholic School Council is hosting their first Annual Pasta Dinner/ Dance Fundraiser
to be held at Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre. A letter will be sent home to reserve your ticket purchases. Please
return ASAP or by April 13th to reserve tickets and avoid disappointment, as limited seats are available! What a
better way to spend a fun and memorable evening with the ones that we love. There will be a lot of dancing,
entertainment and raffle prizes. We hope to see you there!

FOOD DAYS: Pizza day continues to be every Friday unless a scheduled PA Day, it will be held on the Thursday
and orders are based on a monthly pre order form. Please make sure to fill out the monthly form, if your child or
children would like pizza. Please try to use the online ordering.
CSC would like to wish all students, staff and their families a Safe and Happy March Break. Safe travels!

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

February flew right by at St. Marguerite d'Youville. On February 12, the students wore their cozy sweaters, and
interacted with their reading buddies, while they enjoyed playing board games together. We also organized the
Pink day events on February 24. Students wore their pink shirts to promote kindness, and anti-bullying. The
student council sold licenses to chew gum. Congratulations for raising approximately $500. Proceeds will be
donated to the anti-bullying foundation, along with our friends in Haiti.
In March, we look forward to our Easter raffle basket prizes including chocolates and gift cards, and our "Guess
the number of candy in the Jar". The raffle tickets will be sold on Monday March 21 to Thursday March 24th.
Raffle tickets will cost $1.00. The Candy guessing contest will cost 50 cents each guess. Stay tune for even more
fun at St. Marguerite!

START2FINISH RUN4CHANGE 20/20 CHALLENGE

Do you know that approximately 1 million kids live in poverty and that our country ranks 18th among 35
industrialized nations? We are going to raise awareness and funds for kids who live in poverty all around the
world through our participation. The S2F Run4Change 20/20 Challenge is a fun, easy, creative way to get fit and
make a difference. We have been participating in the 20 weeks, for 20 minutes a day, through the leadership of
some of our Grade 8 students overseen by Ms. DiTrapani. Our students continue to be involved in daily physical
activity. In May many of our students will be prepared to participate in the National Run4Change! Please
continue to encourage your child in this healthy initiative.

CHANGE F OR CHANGE
Each class will have a box to donate their spare or loose change for change! The monies collected will help kids
who live in poverty. This will start on March 21 to May 13th. Let’s be the change for others!
EASTER CRAFT NIGHT

All families are invited to attend our Easter Craft Night on Wed. Mar. 9th at 6:30 p.m. in the gym. This is a great
opportunity for all to spend time with your family to pray and create a unique craft.
CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

In our busy world, children are bombarded at an early age with noise, stimuli, and a message to keep busy. Our
consistent fast pace can detract from our ability to guide each student to become “a discerning believer formed in
the Catholic faith community who celebrates the signs and sacred mysteries of God’s presence through word,
sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living.” One of the ways to achieve this is by teaching
students the practice of Christian Meditation.
Our school community has been practising Christian Meditation as a form of prayer in our classrooms. Please
speak to your child about his/her Christian Meditation prayer experience. If you are interested in attending a
Family Retreat on Christian Meditation in the Spring, please fill out the form at the end of the newsletter.

EARLY MORNING MEAL TASTEBUDS PROGRAM

We have increased our number of snack days to 3 days a week. We are providing healthy foods from 3 food
groups: Fruits/Vegetables, Dairy and Grains.
We have tried to introduce some new items to our students and are pleased that they are willing to try new things.
We are in dire need of volunteers to help with the preparation of the snacks, if you are able to volunteer for an
hour or two a week and you have a valid police check, please give Mrs. Spatazzo a call.
Also parents please help support this endeavor by donating an extra $1 when you are ordering pizza or subs for
your children. Thanking you in advance for your continued support!
SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER

Our sub day will be on Wednesday, March 30th. Order forms will be sent home on Monday, March 7th. Please
return the form by Friday, March 11th. We encourage you to use our online cash payment. Thank you to families
who are using it.
ANAPHYLAXIS COMMUNICATION

St. Marguerite d’Youville School is a place where all children feel safe and have a sense of belonging. To
ensure the safety and well-being of all children, please note below important information from Anaphylaxis
Canada:




Anaphylaxis is a serious allergic reaction that is rapid in onset and may cause death;
Signs and symptoms of a severe allergic reaction can occur within minutes of exposure to an allergen (a
substance capable of causing an allergic reaction)
Very small amounts of certain foods can cause severe reactions when eaten. This may happen if a person at
risk touches an allergenic substance and then subsequently touches the mouth. Even a very small amount
‘hidden’ in a food or transferred to a serving utensil has the potential to cause a severe allergic reaction. Direct
ingestion of an allergy-causing food poses the greatest risk for people with food allergies.

Cooperation from parent and guardians in adhering to the guidelines below is most appreciated:





Parents will be advised of allergens specific to a classroom; please avoid bringing these allergens into the
designated classroom.
Reinforce hand washing practices: wash hands before and after eating.
Remind children not to share or trade food, food utensils, or food containers.
Please do NOT bring any home-made food products into the school. Store bought items are permitted for
various celebrations and special events and activities as long as they are allergen free. If you would like to
contribute a non-food item as a treat like a pencil, stickers, erasers, etc. that would also be appreciated.

Thank you for your help in keeping all our children safe.

ANAPHLAXIS ALERT
As we approach another “chocolate season”, we would like to remind you to continue to ensure that Easter
chocolates and candy that contain nuts or nut products are not brought to school. Thank you for your continued
support. It is very crucial that all staff, students and parents follow the important and necessary protocols for
allergies. No peanut butter or treats with nuts are allowed at school.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS/CLASSROOM CELEBRATIONS

Parents and Guardians, we would like to thank you for always supporting your children and the school in sending
in treats for particular school celebrations. Please however, refrain from sending in homemade items, only store
bought items will be accepted making sure they have a label ensuring they are all nut free and school safe.
SCHOOL CASH ONLINE

Dear Parents!
Did you know that our school IS one of the first in the province to offer the convenience of online payments to
parents?
For safety and efficiency reasons, we want to reduce the amount of cash and cheques coming into our school. We
are asking parents to please take 5 minutes to register, by following the steps below. Once you are registered
online, you will begin receiving emails about upcoming events.
Here is a one minute movie clip that will give you a brief overview of the registration and online shopping
experience.
http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
Register Online:
Step 1:

Please click on this link:
https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com

Step 2:

Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps.

Step 3:

After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option, login and add each of
your children to your household account.

PLEASE NOTE: If you have any questions during the registration process or while shopping online, please select
the GET HELP option in the top right hand area of the screen.
Our usage of this convenience is being monitored and up to date we have 32% of our community
participating. Please try to take 5 minutes to register! We will be rewarding the classroom with the
highest rate of registrations with a pizza party! We are also entering all families participating in a raffle for
a $50 gift card for a selection of local restaurants! Please register to be entered!

BLACK HISTORY

February is Black History Month. It is an opportunity for Canadians to recognize the significant contributions
Blacks have made to the life of Canada. Canada is the world’s most multicultural country. At St. Marguerite
d’Youville, we continue to learn more about the diverse cultures in our community. The more children know about
and respect other’s cultures, the less prejudice and racism there will be.
Mrs. Metcalfe’s class wrote morning announcements. Here is one of the student's black history month
announcements.
There were a lot of people who had big contributions in Black History. One of them was Lincoln Alexander.
Lincoln Alexander was born on January 21, 1922 in Toronto, Ontario. Alexander grew up in Ontario and had to
get past the obstacles of discrimination. He joined the Royal Canadian Air Force in 1942. Alexander was also a
public servant. He was a lawyer, parliamentarian, and a lieutenant-governor of Ontario. Alexander was the first
Black Canadian Member of Parliament, Cabinet Minister, and lieutenant-governor. Unfortunately, he died on
October 19, 2012 in Hamilton. Since Lincoln Alexander had done amazing things for Canada, the City of
Hamilton named a parkway after him; the Lincoln Alexander Parkway, officially nicknamed the Linc. Lincoln
Alexander set an inspiring path for Canadians and many people around the world.
By: Raquel D. (Grade 7 Student)
THE GREAT BIG APPLE CRUNCH AT ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE IS ON MARCH 11TH

The HAT Team is organizing the Great Big Apple Crunch for all the 600 students, staff and volunteers on March
11th. We are very happy to share this event. It will be a special day of good food education, including a massive,
synchronized bite into a crunchy apple to celebrate local food and healthy eating! Wow! 600 apples eaten all at
the same time! That will definitely keep the doctor away!

ST MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CHILDREN’S CENTRE

St. Marguerite d’Youville Children’s Centre is a school-based child care centre that provides Catholic child care
programs to support and complement the programs of St. Marguerite d’Youville School. We offer care to children
18 months to 12 years of age. Please contact Jessie Gavran at 905-387-9995 for more information.

EARTH HOUR

This will be St. Marguerite d’Youville’s tenth year participating in Earth Hour. To deepen our commitment to
energy conservation, the Energy Saving Student Reps challenge everyone to POWER DOWN the whole week
and have Earth Hour Week. We will try to POWER DOWN each afternoon the week of March 21st-24th. We
hope everyone participates in shutting off lights and electronics for an hour during 8:30 - 9:30 p.m. on Saturday,
March 19th at home during the March Break. This united action makes the whole world become aware of the
need to conserve energy and think of the future of our planet.
YELLOW WALK AND ROLL TO SCHOOL DAY

February 4th was Yellow walk and roll to school day! All of us are continually encouraged to minimize our carbon
footprint this winter! Let’s continue on our mission to be Stewards of the Earth!
INCLEMENT WEATHER-SCHOOL CLOSURE

When schools are closed or buses cancelled due to extreme weather conditions, details will be announced by the following
Hamilton and area TV and radio stations:
900 CHML/Y108 FM
Oldies 1150 (CKOC)/K-Lite FM/820 CHAM
WAVE 94.7 FM
CHTV Morning Live
Remember we are Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board

PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE OPEN HOUSE

There will be an open house at the Precious Moments Boutique on Wed. Mar. 9, from 3:00 – 7:00 pm, Wed.
May 18, and Wed. Jun. 1 from 3:00 – 7:00 pm. at St. Mary’s Elementary School, 209 MacNab Street North,
Hamilton. They have gently new and experienced Graduation and First Holy Communion dresses and suits
available to students at no cost. Students and parents are welcome. First Come, First Serve. Contact Kelly
Duffy-Kariam at 905-525-2930 ext. 2831

SCHOOL UNIFORMS

Students are reminded to dress in the proper uniform. Navy or white crested or embroidered tops and navy
docker style pants. Students are allowed to wear blue or white leggings underneath their skirts or dresses.
Leggings are not allowed as pants. Please ensure that your child is wearing the proper uniform. Staff will be
checking to ensure that students are dressed in full uniform. A note will be placed in your child’s agenda if they
are out of uniform. Please help us to maintain the high standards we place on our students by helping them to
dress appropriately and act appropriately too.
ST MARGUERITE’S HEALTHY ECO FAIR

Opening the Doors of Mercy

Please join us on Friday, March 4th from 9:00 - 2:00. We will have a professional Puppeteer and his
Water Puppet Show perform from 9:15 - 10:00, sponsored by Hamilton Public Works. We will have
Horizon’s Electrical and Energy Conservation presentations taking place in our Learning Commons.
Booths will be set up in the gym for students, staff and guests to visit the different eco-friendly and health
organizations in our community. Representatives will be present from Green Venture, Forestry, Dental
Health, Fire Truck, Blue Dot, Totally Transit, Smart Commute, Health Naturalist Club, Hamilton Public
Works, and ILR Industries Ltd. A booth will be set up for student reps from other Platinum Ontario
HWCDSB EcoSchools who will be sharing best practices with our student reps. This year, we will also
have student voice from various schools showcasing their students’ Ecological Science Fair projects.
Working together, the youth of today, will be the leaders of tomorrow. This is a wonderful opportunity for
our students to grow in learning and leadership in environmental stewardship and healthy living with
others in our community.
Please join us if you can.

St. Marguerite’s Healthy Eco Fair
Please come and join us any time from 9:00 am to 2:00 pm to meet and participate with various health and
environment groups from our Hamilton Community. St. John Paul II, St. Michael, Annunciation of our Lord and St.
Brigid Environmental Student Reps will be joining us so that we can share best practices and network together.
Mayor Eisenberger and Ms. Taylor MPP will also be joining us bringing greetings and congratulations from both
the City and Province.

SPECIAL INVITATION TO OUR HEALTHY ECO FAIR TO YOU

Dear Parents and Guardians,
Our Eco and Hat Teams are hosting a Healthy EcoFair on Friday, March 4th. We have chosen this day to
celebrate with the school community our many initiatives that have also been recognized locally, provincially and
nationally this year. We have invited many community groups and leaders to join us and spend the day in a
learning environment sharing best practices. Even the Mayor of Hamilton will be joining us this year.
We are proud of the students’ commitment in environmental stewardship and healthy practices at St. Marguerite
d’Youville as we know that the successes we are celebrating this year are because of the tremendous support by
the family and home. We thank you for the many practices that you have extended at home to support your
child’s learning in becoming more environmentally friendly and more health conscious of better active lifestyles.
Your support in our many Walk and Roll To School Yellow Days, Litterless Lunches, Energy Conservation
practices, Waste Management initiatives, packing healthy snacks and lunches, using safe reusable containers,
drinking more water and banning plastic water bottles, Bag2School Collection of Used Clothing, E-waste
Collection, anti-idling campaigns, greening projects outside, building our outdoor classroom and many more
activities have helped our school achieve success and recognition in each of the six areas of Ontario EcoSchool.
This culture of environmental stewardship has garnered us Platinum Certification with the Ontario EcoSchool,
placing our school as an exemplar model in many areas. We take this time to embrace our values and
stewardship and thank everyone who has made a difference this school year. Working as a team with you, we
share the honour being named Greenest School in Canada.
In addition, we have received many grants to help us support these activities. We have used the Metro Green
Apple Grants to help develop healthy eating habits. We have found creative ways to celebrate with nutritious
fruits and vegetables. We have also used grants to help us to continue our Tastebuds Morning Meal Program, to
green our gardens and add to our outdoor classroom. This year we also received more than $5 000 in grants to
go on Healthy and Environment Trips and each student in our school had an opportunity to learn outside the
classroom. We thank the Tastebuds Edible Classroom Bursary program for this opportunity to enhance our
curriculum expectations on field trips.
As partners in our environmental and healthy school initiatives over the past year, we would like to invite the
parents and guardians to join us throughout the day. Below is a schedule of events. There will be many
community groups as well as an entertaining professional Puppet Show from Hamilton Water. We understand if
you cannot join us, but we wanted to take this time to thank each parent and family for supporting your child

in making a positive difference in our environment and healthy lifestyle. This strong and solid relationship
between the school, family, environment and healthy living will definitely benefit your child and all the community.
Taking this learning beyond the school walls is truly making your child a life-long learner who has the knowledge
and experience in making wise and informed choices of better healthy living.
With tremendous thanks and continued partnership,
The Students and Staff of St. Marguerite d’Youville
Friday, March 4th
9:15 - 10:00 - H20 Puppet Show (Daycare, JK-6)
10:00 – Students welcome, present special guests, Mayor Eisenberger, Ms Taylor MPP, Please Trees
Presentation Project with the Naturalist Club
10:25 - 11:05 - Grade JK/SK-3 tour booths in gym
11:05 - 11:45 - Grade 7 and 8 tour booths in gym
Lunch Hour - Eco Teams from St. Michael, St. Brigid, St John Paul and Annunciation of our Lord share best
practices with St. Marguerite d’Youville’s Eco Team
12:45- 1:50 - Grades 4, 5, 6 with 100 students from 6 other schools tour booths
Booths: Fire Truck and Totally Transit (City Bus with bike rack set up in playground), Hamilton Public Water
Works, Smart Commute Hamilton, Platinum Schools Display, Student Nurses/Hat Team, Best Buddies, Dental
Health, Please Trees Project with the Naturalist’s Club, Student Voice Eco Science Fair Projects, Graffiti Wall,
Clean Air For Kids Project, Green Venture, Hamilton Forestry, Earth Day Hamilton, ILR Recycling, Staples “Do the
Write Thing!”, Fruit Table and Fruit Basket Raffle, and Horizon’s Electrical and Energy Conservation Presentation
(in the library).
Visitors: Please enter at the front of the building, report to the office to sign in and get a sticker before
entering the gym and playground area. Thank you! LIVE GREEN!
WORLD WATER DAY

March 22, 2016
World Water Day is an international movement which makes us focus our attention to the importance of water.
We need to become more aware of ways of conserving and taking care of our freshwater resources. As a school,
we have chosen to study the importance of water as our Big Idea. Every student will learn about water and its
importance to nature and us through the Arts. Each class has produced a water video to Mrs. van Kester and Ms.
DiTrapani. We cannot survive without water. We need to take care of God’s gifts.
Thanks to Hamilton Water Public Works, we also completed a Water Poster Contest. Our three winners Olivia S,
Alejandro M, and Shelby K’s winning submissions will be displayed by our three water fountain areas. Thank you
to Mr. Wilson for his assistance with the contest.

CYO NEWS

Well, another girls' volleyball season has wrapped up last month. It has been a fantastic run as skill and team
work has shown great improvement throughout the season. Much has been learned and will continue to build
next season at St. Marguerite and high school as the girls now have established a foundation for themselves.
Great job, girls!
Thank you to all of our supporters including family, friends, and staff. It meant the world to our girls and it does so
for all of our athletes! Your continued supporting of our team and their coaches is unique and highly recognized.
Thank you Coaches Saranko, Di Trapani, and Rivera for volunteering and dedicating your time and guidance in
running both teams!
Now, we will focus on the boys' volleyball season which commences the week following the March Break on home
court. Tryouts will be underway the first week of this month. Good luck to all and thank you all for coming out!
Looking forward to a great and fun season!! Go-o-o-o Mustangs!
CHESS CLUB

It is also essential to recognize those students who possess tremendous skill in strategy. Welcome to the sport of
the mind - CHESS. Our Mustangs from the junior to intermediate divisions will be given the opportunity to polish
and build upon their Chess skills in Chess club. Only students with previous knowledge of the game are invited to
partake at this time as we will be choosing a student from each entered grade to participate in the 39th Annual
Chess Meet More information will follow if your child has been chosen to participate in this event. Checkmate!!!
MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH

No marriage or relationship remains stagnant – life changes and experiences that occur on a day to day basis
mold and shape us and therefore, our relationships. Now and then it is good to stop and check the new you and
see how you have changed: how have these changes impacted your relationship with those you love, especially
your spouse? Are you communicating well with your spouse, continuing to be open and honest about your needs
and wants and to finding out what theirs might be? Marriage is a work in progress which thrives when we
remember to do a checkup now and then! (From: Teresa Hartnett, Family Ministry Office, 905-528-7988 ext.
2250)

DIVERSITY CONFERENCE

Diversity Conference Day!
On Tuesday, February 23, Mr. Saranko and Mrs. Metcalfe's Grade 7 classes participated in a Diversity
Conference in our school gym. The students spent the day with their peers, engaged in a prayer service,
reflection, group work, and other engaging activities. Common themes throughout the day were acceptance and
tolerance of all.
Students actively participated in a Diversity Jeopardy game that summarized their learning about the "isms" (e.g.,
sexism, racism, ageism, etc.). They viewed songs and videos that led to meaningful discussions about issues
related to intolerance.
The Grade 7 students are looking forward to earning beads throughout the rest of the school year to complete
their Diversity Necklaces. These beads are given to students who go out into the school community and promote
the concept of diversity. The students are well on their way! They have already earned an orange bead for their
understanding of the "isms."
As a follow-up to Diversity Day, the Grade 7 students will be creating posters to promote diversity and will be
involved in other leadership activities in the school.
Thank-you to the HWCDSB for giving the students the opportunity to speak out about diversity, tolerance, and
acceptance!
NEW NEWS AT ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE
At St. Marguerite d’Youville we have tried to establish a school culture of acceptance, tolerance and respect.
Every month we have an Awards Assembly where we pray and talk about the virtue of the month. We are
incorporating into our monthly assemblies our newly established Conflict Resolution Strategy:
The St. Marguerite d’Youville
Conflict Resolution Policy

When faced with conflict, students will….







use TASR as a means to resolve an issue
refrain from retaliating or acting in a vengeful way (whether in words or actions
always use peaceful means to solve conflict
manage their emotions and avoid acting out when angry
always follow Jesus’ example

THE FOUR STEPS TO SOLVING
CONFLICT

STEP 1:
THINK!!!
 before you act, remain calm, set the tone
 what would consequences be if I reacted verbally or physically
 how do my actions demonstrate the kind of person I am or aspire to be (Christian-Like is the ultimate
goal)
 avoid impulsive lashing out
STEP 2:
ASK
 the person to STOP
 why the person said/did that
 be prepared to listen without interrupting
 if the person refuses to answer, allow some time, space
 if it is a significant conflict, come back to it
 if it is something insignificant, leave it alone
STEP 3:
STATE YOUR FEELINGS
 remember to stay calm
 tell them to stop
 explain how you were feeling when you reacted
 admit your errors, take responsibility, apologize if necessary
Step 4:
RESOLVE THE CONFLICT OR SEEK TEACHER ASSISTANCE
 brainstorm solutions, decide which one is agreeable to both parties
 keep your word on the agreement
 look for a win/win resolve
*** If you are getting nowhere, seek staff assistance. ***

ANTI-BULLYING INFORMATION

Keep the Lines of Communication Open
Research tells us that children really do look to parents and caregivers for advice and help on tough decisions.
Sometimes spending 15 minutes a day talking can reassure kids that they can talk to their parents if they have a
problem. Start conversations about daily life and feelings with questions like these:
What was one good thing that happened today? Any bad things?
What is lunch time like at your school? Who do you sit with? What do you talk about?
What is it like to ride the school bus?
What are you good at? What would do you like best about yourself?
Talking about bullying directly is an important step in understanding how the issue might be affecting kids. There
are no right or wrong answers to these questions, but it is important to encourage kids to answer them honestly.
Assure kids that they are not alone in addressing any problems that arise. Start conversations about bullying with
questions like these:
What does “bullying” mean to you?
Describe what kids who bully are like. Why do you think people bully?
Who are the adults you trust most when it comes to things like bullying?
Have you ever felt scared to go to school because you were afraid of bullying? What ways have you tried to
change it?
What do you think parents can do to help stop bullying?
Have you or your friends left other kids out on purpose? Do you think that was bullying? Why or why not?
What do you usually do when you see bullying going on?
Do you ever see kids at your school being bullied by other kids? How does it make you feel?
Have you ever tried to help someone who is being bullied? What happened? What would you do if it happens
again?
WHY IS GOOD NUTRITION IMPORTANT FOR CHILDREN?

Children who eat well are healthier. At school, healthier children tend to be better learners. Studies show that
well-nourished children have:






Decreased lateness and absenteeism
Improved behaviour
Less anxiety
More effective coping skills
Increased alertness

Poor eating habits keep children from doing well at school. They may:
 Be more likely to become sick and miss class
 Have more behavioural and emotional problems
 Be less able to concentrate, solve problems, and remember information
 Have lower test scores
 Be more irritable
Source: Nutrition Tools for Schools 2007 CHSNE Health Unit Collaboration
ONTARIO CATHOLIC SCHOOL GRADUATE EXPECTATIONS

The starting point for the design of a provincial curriculum framework begins with the learning expectations which
define what all students are expected to know, to do and to value when they graduate from secondary school.
Catholic curriculum and resource materials, at all grade levels contribute to achieving these expectations for
graduating students. Teachers in Catholic schools will use these expectations to make curriculum decisions
concerning program planning, instructional strategies, evaluation and assessment.
The Graduate is expected to be:








A discerning believer formed in the Catholic Faith Community who celebrates the signs and sacred
mystery of God’s presence through word, sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living.
An effective communicator who speaks, writes and listens honestly and sensitively, responding
critically in light of gospel values.
A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems and makes responsible decisions with an
informed moral conscience for the common good.
A self-directed, responsible, lifelong learner who develops and demonstrates their God-given potential.
A collaborative contributor who finds meaning, dignity and vocation in work which respects the rights of all
and contributes to the common good.
A caring family member who attends to family, school, parish, and the wider community.
A responsible citizen who gives witness to Catholic social teaching by promoting peace, justice
and the sacredness of human life.
PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH

The best way to assist your children to thrive is to give them a good sense of security and self-worth. These
feelings are best accomplished when parents understand their role as leaders of their families: they set the rules,
make sure the rules are followed and discipline when necessary. In order to assure good balance in their family
role as leaders, parents need to spend quality time with their children, which helps their children know they are
loved, valued and important. Parents need to be an authoritative figure in their children’s lives, which means they
can’t always be the fun friend, but they can love their children enough to help them become healthy and wellfunctioning adults! (From: Teresa Hartnett, Family Ministry Office, 905-528-7988 ext. 2250)

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH

We are working on a Virtue a Month. Please ask your child about the virtue of the month.
September: Reverence/Human Dignity
October: Justice/Preferential Option for the Poor
November: Conscience/Peace
December: Hospitality/Participation
January: Community/Common Good
February: Compassion/Rights and Responsibility
March: Courage/Solidarity
April: Joy/Stewards of Creation
May: Respect/Dignity of Work
June: Integrity/Role of the Government
The virtue for March is Courage/Solidarity: Many philosophers have identified courage as the greatest of all virtues since it
takes courage to sustain all others. For example, in order to be a peacemaker, it takes courage. In order to uphold justice,
it takes courage. Courage is the ability to act in spite of fear. Solidarity is about care to one’s neighbours.

TIME SPENT ON HOMEWORK

Just a reminder that students should be, as a rule of thumb, spending 10 times the grade they are in, on
homework, on a nightly basis. So, if you are in grade 5, that is 5 x 10 = 50 minutes of homework. Grade 3,
3 x 10 = 30 minutes a night, etc.
PLEASE READ EVERY NIGHT!!!! Research shows that it helps improve student achievement as well as
many other good reasons to read!!
IDEAS TO IMPROVE YOUR CHILD’S HOMEWORK
Here are some tips to make your child’s homework a little more productive:
Attitude – Help your child have a positive attitude toward school.
Breaks – Kids learn better in chunks of time. Have your child schedule homework breaks.
Choice – Let your child make choices. Does he/she want to study after school or at night?
Directions – Teach your child to read directions carefully. If you need to, restate directions so your child can understand
them.
Encouragement – Your job as a parent is to encourage your child. Find positive things to say about his/her effort and
attitude.

Furnishings – Your child needs light, a comfortable chair and supplies, like pens and pencils.
Games – When your child has to drill on basic facts, help him/her make up a game.
Habits – Help your child get the homework habit. Set a regular time and place for homework. During homework time,
there should be no television, no phone and no music.
Incentives – For a difficult assignment, offer your child an incentive. It might be a special treat, a trip to the library or a
chance to spend some extra time with mom or dad.
Joy – Don’t forget – learning should be fun. Help your child see how hard subjects relate to his special interests.
SNOWY DAYS ARE HERE!

There is perhaps no other activity that has the potential to cause serious injury as throwing snowballs. Particles of
ice, grit or stones can be imbedded in the snow without the person’s knowledge and could result in head or eye
injuries. SNOW THROWING WILL NOT BE PREMITTED AT ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CATHOLIC
SCHOOL. Safety is our primary concern. Please discuss the seriousness of throwing snow with your child. All
students from JK to Grade 8 will be given a verbal warning about appropriate snow-play. Students are not
permitted to throw snowballs – students who do not follow this safety rule, will be issued a written warning. If they
do it again, they will be suspended from school. The safety of all our children is our first priority. Please reinforce
this very important rule with your child. This is also a great opportunity for you to discuss with your children how
to play safely on the yard and to review the school rule: Keep your hands, feet and body to yourself.
WINTER WEATHER REMINDERS

The winter weather has reached us with some storm conditions and it is timely that we remind parents and
students of the need to dress appropriately for outdoor play. For safety reasons all students must have suitable
indoor footwear while in school to avoid the potential for accidents. Boots must be removed to reduce the
potential for slippery floors from snow. They will be kept lined up in the hallway to avoid wet boots from entering
the classroom areas. In the event of an emergency evacuation, students wearing only socks can contribute to
possible harm by hindering a speedy exit.
While we want students to enjoy the winter weather and the snow, it cannot be emphasized enough, that the
throwing of snowballs, kicking of snow, sliding on ice is not permitted at any time. The danger of ice being thrown
runs the risk of student injury and so we encourage safe play that encourages students to be active but safe.
Traditionally the school playground has been ploughed through the night and the yard is clear for recess.
Recesses will be held outdoors subject to weather and wind conditions that pose a threat to the safety or well
being of staff or students. The office will monitor the weather conditions with the Weather Network in order to
ensure that it is safe for the students to be outside. Students will be kept inside for recess when the wind chill
factors range below -15 Degrees Celsius. Please ensure that children bring hats, mitts, gloves, scarves to school
in anticipation of outdoor play.
DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

Don’t forget to set your clocks one hour ahead on March 13TH

MARCH BREAK

The March break begins on March 14 and ends on March 18 please mark it on your calendar.
Wishing all of you an enjoyable March break and safe travels

ST PATRICK’S DAY BLESSING

St. Patrick’s Day Blessing
May the Irish hills caress you.
May her lakes and rivers bless you.
May the luck of the Irish enfold you.
May the blessings of Saint Patrick behold you. Amen
SCIENCE FAIR NEWS

The 2016 System Science Fair concluded at Bishop Ryan Secondary on Sat. Feb. 27th with St. Marguerite d’
Youville finishing Silver overall. Mrs. Frappa, Mr. Quaglia, Mr. Divitantonio, Mrs. Metcalfe and Mr. Saranko would
like to extend a great big thank you to all attending students as their behavior and representation of St. Marguerite
d’ Youville was outstanding. St. Marguerite d’ Youville Science Fair student representatives and their respective
projects and results are as follows:
Students
Vienna P. & Natalie P.
Frankie C.
Helen K. & Gia A.
Nicholas T. & Christian P.
Ingrid Y. & Junelle M.
Luke M.
Danielle O.

Topic
Does Hair Color Affect Perception of Intelligence?
Is H2O the Best?
Schools Dirtiest Little Secret
Frozen Puck vs Warm Puck
Synesthesia
5 Second Rule Myth or Truth
Chillies

Medal
Bronze
Bronze
Silver
Silver
Silver
Silver
Bronze

We look forward to seeing some of the System Science Fair participants representing St. Marguerite d’Youville at
Bay Area Science Engineering Fair.

PARENTSUPPORTS

Reading at home…can make a HUGE difference! Make reading a part of your family time! Family time is
important…why not make reading part of this valuable time with your kids? Here are some tips for integrating
reading into your daily family activities:
 Read bedtime stories
 Play a board game
 Visit your local library
 Read a recipe and cook something yummy together!
 Create a comfy reading space in your home
 Put your child in charge of reading the grocery list at the store
Keep plenty of reading materials in your home: books, magazines, newspapers, and comic books. Children enjoy
having a variety of reading materials!
Choose books that are at the appropriate reading level for your child
 Use the five finger rule. Open he book to any page and ask your child to read. Put up a finger every time
your child does not know a word. If you put up more that five-fingers before the end of the page, the book
is too hard for your child.
 Choose books that match your child’ likes and interests.
Check for Understanding
 Start the book by making predictions. What do you think will happen in this story?
 Ask questions and make comments during the reading process
 After reading a book, have your child tell you the events from the story in the correct order
 What was he problem in this story
 How did the character feel when..?
 Encourage your child to make a connection. Does this story remind you another book you read, an event
in your life, a movie?
15-20 minutes is plenty for a beginning reader
How to Read with a Beginning Reader:
 Encourage your child to use his/her finger to point to each word
 Read a sentence and have your child repeat it
 Take turns reading a sentence each or a page each
 Talk about the story as you read it. What do you think will happen next? What does this story remind you
of? How do you think this character feels?
 Don’t be afraid to read the same book again! Repeated reading helps build reading fluency!
READ BOOKS ONLINE!
There are many fun and interactive websites for literacy. Here are a few FREE online resources
www.starfall.com
www.speakaboos.com
www.spellingcity.com
www.wegivebooks.org
http://interactivesites.weebly.com

READING AND WRITING

Students should be reading and writing every day. Parents should read to their children on a daily basis
and should listen to their children read to them too. Parents should also encourage their children to keep
a personal journal at home or write grocery lists on a consistent basis.
Please help you children improve their Literacy Skills by encouraging them to read and write daily

REGULAR REVIEW HELPS CHILDRN MASTER MATH SKILLS

Success in math is built on mastering basic skills. Your child’s chances of acing more math tests can
improve if you do these things; Regularly quiz your child on basic math facts: 2 X 9, 12-4, 6+6, etc. Drill
with homemade flashcards until your child can answer in fewer than three seconds. Your child will learn
better if you show him/her how to find the answer. For instance, if he or she doesn’t know what 3 X 5 is,
have him/her draw three parallel horizontal lines. Cross with five vertical lines. Then have your child
count the intersections to get the answer.
Have your child practice writing numbers neatly. One quarter of the math errors children make are due to
messy number writing.
Encourage your child to work more problems than the teacher assigns. Good math skills come with
practice. Encourage your child to do math “in his/her head.” See if he/she can figure out a problem
without using pencil and paper or a calculator.
Source: Peggy Gisler, Ed. S. and Marge Eberts, Ed. S., “Top Ten Ways to Help Your Kids Do Well in
Math.” Family Education Network
http://familyeducation.com/article/0.1120.44-24427.00html

E-MATH

Have you received access to the Nelson e-math plus website?
Animated videos, extra problems and solutions plus much more.
Make math fun by connecting math learning in the classroom and at home with e-math+
Check your child’s agenda for log in!
Please encourage your child to use this valuable website
e-math plus is making math MORE Fun!
Links to online games are now available for practice with every chapter.
In Ice Ice Maybe, students help penguins reach a holiday paradise by estimating sums, differences, products, or quotients.
Log in to your account at www.mynelson.com to start playing

SEXUAL HEALTH NETWORK PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES PRESENTATION

At the request of parents - a conference to learn more about being safe in an online world

Do you want to keep your child and teen safe in an online world?
Our children are growing up in a digital age with constant change. The use of the Internet, cell phones, online games and
applications (apps) are part of this world. While the online world can offer many advantages and opportunities, it has the
potential to cause harm. It is important for both parents and youth to learn how to safely use the tools of the online world.
Learn about:
How to protect your privacy
How to do a safe search, how to track and block a search
What is a digital footprint and why you need to know about it
How social media can affect emotional well being
Join us. Learn useful ideas for living safely in our online world.
There is no charge to attend.
Date: Tuesday April 5, 2016
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Michelangelo Banquet Centre
1555 Upper Ottawa
Call: 905-645-5021 for more information
BUILDING RESPECT

Back talk should not be tolerated
Talking back is rude. And responses like, “Yeah, right!” or “You can’t make me!” are disrespectful. If you’re coping
with this behaviour:
Don’t snap back. Your child may be using back talk to get more attention. It’s better to notice positive behaviour.
Analyze the communication. Were you rude to him/her? Was it the wrong time for that conversation?
Don’t get derailed into a side argument. Acknowledge your child’s feelings, but stick to your initial request. “I
know you’d rather play, but you need to do your homework – now.”
Teach better ways to speak. Suggest that s/he use “I messages” (“I am angry.”) rather than “you messages”
(“You’re so mean!”)

Promote respect for teachers. Expect your child to speak respectfully in the classroom, too.
Source: Gary D. McKay and others, Raising Respectful Kids in a Rude World, ISBN: 0-7615-2811-3 (Prima
Publishing, www.randomhouse.com)
SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

It has been well documented that children whose lives are bound by reliable routines and structure will be more
successful in life. They will have had the opportunity to gain a sense of predictability in their lives, a sense of
security and through this, independence and self – confidence.
As part of these routines and structure, regular attendance and punctuality at school are extremely important
for children as their learning curve takes them from the home environment to the school community where that
sense of responsibility, reliability, strong work habits and other attributes that contribute to our students becoming
productive adults, are reinforced.
As parents, we have a huge impact on our children. Our attitudes about school and school attendance have a
direct influence on our children’s attitude toward school. Regular school attendance is not a choice. It is
mandated by law under the Education Act of Ontario R.S.O. 1990. People are often misinformed that a child in
Junior Kindergarten or Senior Kindergarten does not have to go to school. While it is true that a child is not
legally required to attend school until they reach the age of 6 years, once a child is formally registered in school,
they are expected to be at school each and every day regardless of their age.
Research has shown that regular attendance and punctuality in a child’s early years are extremely important in
establishing healthy patterns in regard to following routines, direction, expectations and in establishing a sense of
connectedness and belonging within his/her peer group. The curriculum of the Kindergarten program within our
schools lays the foundation and building blocks for success in school. Renowned child development experts
have stated that by the time children get to grade one, it may be already too late to help those who have already
fallen behind. We cannot underestimate the value of these early years.
Poor attendance in the early years often has a profound long term impact on children. Patterns of poor
attendance in elementary school will inevitably follow a child into high school. Research shows that poor
attendance patterns in high school are directly related to a pattern of poor attendance at the elementary school
level and students who have a history of poor attendance tend to be at a higher risk for becoming high school
drop outs.
It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that their child(ren) attend school regularly. On average, most children do
not miss more than 5 – 10 school days each year. Time spent away from school impacts on every aspect of a
child’s life, including academic, social and personal growth. As partners, schools and parents can work together
to maximize our children’s long term success.
What can a parent do?
-

be positive about school yourself, make it a priority
establish regular evening and morning routines that include preparation for school the next day, such
as laying out clothes, lunch boxes, etc. Make sure your child gets enough sleep.

-

-

be punctual. Allow for enough time in the morning so that routines are not rushed and a child’s day
doesn’t start off on a bad note.
make connections between home and school by displaying work brought home, establishing regular
homework routines, regular time for home reading, and talk about your child’s day.
ensure that your child goes to school every day; allowing your child to stay home when it is an early
dismissal day, when you are too ill to take them; or during inclement weather reinforces that you don’t
think school is important, or that it is optional
if you have negative feelings about school, refrain from discussing it in front of your child
if you have an issue about something going on at school, request a meeting with your child’s teacher,
or the principal to have it addressed.
maintain good communication with the school, keep in touch with your child’s teacher
get involved at the school level; if your child sees that you are involved, they will see school as
important
if you are having difficulty getting your child to school, ask for help. Support is available.
HELPING CHILDREN DEAL WITH ANGER

Everyone gets angry. It is a strong emotion that we all deal with, however not everyone deals with it effectively.
There are those who are extremely easy-going who let life’s obstacles roll off their shoulder and there are those
who react to life’s difficult moments. The problem is, with regard to children, that too often than not, they are not
taught effective strategies to deal with their anger so they react to their situations instead of stopping and thinking
about what the best solution is.
Children need to know that:
1) Everyone gets angry. This is normal.
2) You cannot control the people or situations that make you angry. You can control what you do with your
anger.
3) Handling anger in a negative way will lead to negative consequences, leading to a negative reputation and
a poor self-image.
4) When you are angry remain calm; stop and think about what you should do and what will happen when
you do it and learn from your mistakes. If you lose control and handle your anger in a negative way, figure
out what you did wrong so that you can learn from your mistakes.
5) Know what your signals are that tell you that you are getting angry. This way you can prevent yourself
from losing control.
6) Do not allow anger to control you. You have the power to control your anger.
Strategies to try:







Stop, think and make a plan: Know what to do when you do get angry. Prepare yourself.
Remove yourself from the person or situation that is making your angry.
Go to a quiet place until you have calmed down.
Count to 10 and take deep breaths: This allows you to calm yourself down, relaxing your body and
regaining your thoughts so that you can handle your anger in a positive way.
Talk to someone about what is making you angry. It is important to let out the anger that is building
up inside of you. It will make you feel better. You will feel better and be less likely to blow up at the
wrong person which will get you into trouble.
Anger equals energy. Use your anger as a form of energy. Use your anger to energize yourself
and motivate yourself to do something positive. Channel your anger into something that you are





doing. If you are skating, use your anger to skate faster. If you are studying, use your anger to
study harder. It is possible to turn a negative into a positive. Use your anger wisely.
Write your feelings down sometimes helps get the anger out.
Exercise helps you get your anger out in a positive way. Ride your bike around the block, call up
your friends or organize a game. If you get rid of your anger by exercising you will feel better and
be able to stop and think about how to handle the situation that made you angry in a positive way.
Time and space: put time and space between you and what is making you angry. This will allow
you to calm down, relax, stop and then think about how to handle your anger.

Anger is a powerful emotion, but it is an emotion we can control if we chose to. The first step is learning effective
strategies that will help us to be successful.
For more strategies consider Scott Graham’s Heroes of Hope book available at www.kids4kidsleadership.com.
ROAD SAFETY/PARKING LOT/DROPPING STUDENTS OFF

All drivers are reminded to obey the rules of the road and to be courteous to each other.
All parents are reminded that no one should be coming into the parking lot while the school buses are loading or
unloading children. We must ensure the safety of all of our students.
We are having lots of difficulty on Bonaparte Way with cars parking on both sides. The bus drivers are having
difficulty maneuvering the busses. Parents please refrain from stopping and dropping students off in front of the
school. Perhaps you can park on a side street and walk your child to school. Both you and your child will benefit
from this.
All parents are asked to refrain from stopping in the pathway to the front door of the school as our special needs
bus will be dropping and picking students up at the door at arrival and dismissal of each day.

=========================================================================================================
MARCH NEWSLETTER DRAW
Student(s) Name:

______________________________________________________

Grade(s):

_____________

Parent’s Signature: _______________________________________

Christian Meditation Retreat
The ______________________ Family would be interested in a Christian Meditation Family Retreat in the Spring.
There will be ____________ family members attending.

FEBRUARY MONTHLY AWARD WINNERS

Award Winners – February 2016
Teacher’s Name

Christian Service
Award

Enthusiasm
Award

Mrs. Simpson

Franco D.

Aadya G.

Mrs. MirraAmmendolia
Joliet E.

Manuel E.

Kristen D.

Miguel G.

Mihuel G.

Colby B.

Louis M.

Anthony G.

Emilia P.

Ms. Gera

Zachary O

Justin C.

Elunia R.

Angelo H.

Mrs. Bellavia

Niko K.

Joey M.

Alexandra R.

Violet C.

Mrs. Berardi

Lauren W.

Haylee H.

Gavin M.

Isabella S.

Mrs. Hunt

Atheena K.

Antonios C.

Bianca S.

Nico C.

Ms. Bilanzola

Joey M.

Lola D.

Celine A.

Chase B.

Mrs. Clement

Orniela A.

Sherbit M.

Chiara P.

Matteo B.

Mrs. Parisse

Addison R.

Jacob V.

Nerissa M.

Hannah B.

Mrs. Krawesky

Julia D.

Kaliopi K.

Nevada L.

Lou C.

Mrs. Cowell

Alex C.

Marcella H.

Zizi S.

Tristan T.

Mr. Morrison

Jessika M.

Anthony L.

Daniel R.

Jahshi L.

Mrs. Moniz/Mrs.
Palmese

Samara G.

Leah F.

Gabrielle P.

Lamar J.

Mrs. Reilly

Stephanie C.

Maia M.

Stephen G.

Gwen L.

Ms. Rivera

Rylan P.

Paul N.

Lorenzo R.

Alejandro M.

Mrs. Metcalfe

Savannah P.

Christian P.

Julia A.

Jad A.

Mr. Saranko

Andrea L.

Emma F.

Jake H.

Grace I.

Mr. Quaglia

Alyssa M.

Sydney P.

Naomi U.

Emmanuel O.

Kevin L.

Monika W.

Christopher M.

James M.

Mr. DiVitantonio

Excellence
Award

Healthy Habits
Award
Dexter O.

March 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2
Pizza Orders out
today!

6

7

8

Sub Orders out
today!

Fri
3

Gr 6 Trip to
Westfield

9
Easter Craft
Night
6:30 in Gym

Sat
5

11

12

ECO Fair
9-2
All are
welcome

10
Catholic School
Student
Achievement
Visit

4

The Great Big
Apple Crunch
Day

Pizza Orders due
today!
Pizza Day
Sub Order due
today

13
Clocks move
ahead 1 hour.

14

15

16

March Break

March Break

March Break

March Break

March Break

No School

No School

No School

No School

No School

Spring Forward!

20
Palm Sunday

17

18

19

25

26

St. Patrick’s Day

21
Holy Week

Easter Raffle

27

28

Easter Sunday

Easter Monday

22
CSC Mtg at
6:30 in the
Learning
Commons all
parents are
invited to attend

23
Easter Raffle

24
Passion Play
10:30

Easter Raffle

Easter Raffle

29

30
Easter School
Mass 10:30

No School
Sub Day

31

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

