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Liturgical Reflection:
As mentioned at our Easter School Mass by Father Mahony, we are still in the season of Easter.
We are to actively participate in the Living Body of Christ so we can be the Risen Christ to one
another. The Risen Lord is amongst us and challenges us to live in peace and harmony. We are
called to always recognize Jesus in each other through our kind actions and words. We ask
Jesus to help our hearts to burn as we open the scriptures to each other and experience Jesus
in receiving communion. We also meet Jesus daily in our hearts through Christian Meditation.
In keeping with the joyous Easter season, let us remember to serve the Lord by observing His
greatest commandment to love your neighbour as yourself. When we take time to pause and
consider our actions and our words carefully, we are reminded that the best way to serve God
is to care for others-family, friends, classmates, local and world community, in the best way
possible. We are once again challenged to live our school motto: where faith meets
knowledge.
If we remember to see the face of Jesus in everyone we meet, we will then treat others
appropriately. If we apply this to our daily encounters with others, we will live the life God has
asked us to live. Remember to reach out to others and include them in our games. Follow the
example of Christ and complete all tasks with enthusiasm and excellence.

Easter Prayer
God, give us eyes to see
the beauty of the Spring,
And to behold Your majesty
in every living thing And may we see in lacy leaves and
every budding flower the Hand that rules
the universe with gentleness and power And may this Easter grandeur that
Spring lavishly imparts awaken faded
flowers of faith lying dormant in our
hearts, and give us ears to hear, dear
God, the Springtime song of birds with
messages more meaningful
than one's often empty words telling
harried human beings who are lost in
dark despair - 'Be like us and do not
worry for God has you in His care.
Amen.
Helen Steiner Rice

Visit us on the web at
http://stmy.hwcdsb.ca/

.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

As Easter has arrived, and the joy of Spring’s warmth, we want to wish you all a lovely start to the season. We
hear in the Easter gospels that at the time of the Resurrection, the followers of Christ were filled with fear but the
fear soon turned to peace, healing and joy when Jesus met them gently, each in turn. At St. Marguerite d’Youville,
we continue to focus on the Easter message of peace, healing and gentleness that are a fundamental part of the
vision for our school community. We are reminded daily during the Year of Mercy, to be merciful and kind.
Treating others with peace and gentleness brings us closer together and affirms our own positive sense of self.
We thank you for your ongoing commitment to our school and the wonderful work you do with our children.
MAY THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD FILL OUR HEARTS WITH LOVE AND BE A CONSTANT
REMINDER OF HIS EVERLASTING LOVE FOR US. MAY IT FILL EACH OF US WITH HOPE.
April showers bring May flowers! Spring is a time for hope and renewal. We strive to reach our goals and set high
expectations so we achieve success and value in all we do. Let this Easter season be a constant reminder of all
Jesus has done for us, that we may take every opportunity we are given to grow in his love and spread his
message of kindness.

CHURCH NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Some of our students are preparing to receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion which will take place on
Saturday, May 14th at 10:30 a.m. at Corpus Christi Church. Holy Communion is also known as the Eucharist
which means thanksgiving. By receiving this Sacrament, children will be able to participate fully in the Mass,
both the Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist. Let us continue to pray for these students as they
continue to prepare to receive this second sacrament and share in the banquet of our Lord.

We're having a Baby Shower and you're invited!
Join us this Tuesday, April 5 for a Baby Shower at 7 p.m., after the 6:30 mass. Make something or buy something
for babies under 2 years of age. Dora Giammaria from Birthright will be sharing a short slideshow of Birthright, a
non-profit organization that helps pregnant women and children up to 2 years of age. And did you know our
parishioner Marianne Graham helped two pregnant women with their babies before Birthright came to Hamilton?

Barbara Fanson will be at Turner Park Library
CWL President and author Barbara Fanson is doing an Author Reading on Thursday, April 7 at 7 p.m. at Turner
Park Library. She will be asking trivia questions about the Great Depression and events of the period. She will
also do a short reading from her new book Tragedy on the Twenty, a historical fiction book about an accident on
Highway 20 in April 1933. Includes Bonnie and Clyde, Hitler, the Stanley Cup Playoffs, and construction of the
Stoney Creek Cut. Plan to attend this interesting and informative discussion.

"One Called Jesus" Exhibition coming to Corpus Christi school
Corpus Christi will be hosting the “One Called Jesus” Exhibition from April 9-13th. The exhibition featuring many
wonderful pieces of art will be open to the public over this weekend. Students and staff will be visiting Monday –
Wednesday and will be getting a special presentation from Sister Teresa. We would like to extend our sincere
gratitude to Sister Teresa for bringing this wonderful exhibition to our school community. Please note the
Exhibition will be at St. Marguerite d’Youville School June 2-6.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday, April 5 is a CWL Meeting at 7 p.m., after 6:30 mass. Donate an item to Birthright, an organization that
helps pregnant women and babies up to age 2. April 9 – 13: "One Called Jesus" Exhibition at Corpus Christi
School.
Tuesday, May 3 is a CWL Meeting at 7 p.m., after 6:30 mass. Lanette Rush of Marlatt Funeral Home will be
discussing cremation versus burial and the benefits of planning ahead, which helps relieve the stress and burden
your family may face at the time of your passing. She will also explain the benefits of prepaying for your services.
(Her March visit was canceled due to a snowstorm.)
Friday, May 6 Grandparents' Tea at Corpus Christi School.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK MAY 1-7

The theme for Catholic Education Week 2016:
Opening Doors of Mercy
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.” – Matthew 5:7
The subthemes for Catholic Education Week 2016 are as follows:
Monday: Mercy that Welcomes (Jesus and the Woman at the Well: John 4: 1-42)
Tuesday: Mercy that Loves (The Good Samaritan: Luke 10:25-37)
Wednesday: Mercy that Forgives (The Prodigal Son: Luke 15:11-32)
Thursday: Mercy that Lives the Gospel (Zacchaeus: Luke 19:1-10)
Friday: Mercy that Rejoices (Healing of the Paralytic: Luke 5: 17-26)
Catholic Education Week Prayer
God of Love and compassion,
help us to open the door of mercy in our school communities,
in our families and in the world.
Let mercy guide our living and bring us closer to the heart of the gospel.
May we live as Jesus with mercy that welcomes, loves, forgives
and calls us to live the gospel joyfully. Amen.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Thursday, April 28, 2016 the Catholic School Council is hosting their first Annual Pasta Dinner/Dance
Fundraiser to be held at Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre. A letter will be sent home to reserve your ticket
purchases. Please return ASAP or by April 13th to reserve tickets and avoid disappointment, as limited seats
are available! What a better way to spend a fun and memorable evening with the ones who we love. There will be
a lot of dancing, entertainment and many raffle prizes. We hope to see you there!

FOOD DAYS: Pizza day continues to be every Friday unless there is a scheduled PA Day, then it will be held on
the Thursday. Orders are based on a pre-order form. Please make sure to fill out the last pizza form to be sent
out on Mon. Apr. 18th and has to be returned by Fri. Apr. 22, if your child or children would like pizza. Please try to
use the online ordering.

PASSION PLAY

Our Grade 8 student actors, dancers and narrators, under the direction of Ms. Di Trapani performed the Passion
of Our Lord Jesus Christ on Thursday, March 24th. All of the parents, guardians, grandparents and relatives who
came were moved by this religious experience. Our Director of Education was able to attend and commented on
how our students stayed in character throughout the entire performance and did a wonderful job. He also
commented on the behavior and reverence of our students. Thank you, parents for supporting us, in our
endeavors to guide our children to be responsible, and respectful. Thank you to Ms. Di Trapani for always
providing our students with all of these extra opportunities to shine and share our Catholic Faith with others.
Thank you also to Mrs. van Kester for providing her guidance with our Ukulele Club and Alina J. for her wonderful
solo as well as our Gr. 3 & 4 student choir under the leadership of Mrs. Krawesky and Mrs. Parisse. Thank you
also to our Gr. 2 students for baking the bread and sharing their song. Thank you to Mr. Saranko for capturing it
on camera.

DO THE WRITE THING
We are still collecting used writing tools to recycle. Please send in any writing tools and we will bring to Staples
for you. Remember to do the "write" thing and help minimize our waste! Send those items to us and not the
landfill!

TREES PLEASE PROJECT
Students worked with the Naturalists' Club on the Trees Please Project. The students met various times
throughout the year to work with Ms. Baker, Ms. Cassimiri and Ms. Lee. Together, they visited Crerar Forest each
season and completed a tree inventory. Mr. Adrian Miller from Humble Roots Media produced the video of our
work together. Thank you to all four of you for working
with our students.
Check it out on HWCDSB facebook or twitter!

Trees Please! at St. Marguerite d’Youville. Watch the video at:
vimeo.com/161030254
https://

THE GREAT BIG APPLE CRUNCH ON MARCH 12TH

St. Marguerite's community again joined thousands of students across the city to take a great big synchronized
bite into an apple, all at the same time. Thank you to Tastebuds for making this activity possible!
Students presented a prayer service as well as a video presentation on apples and then organized all the students
and staff to take a synchronized bite. There were a variety of apples and everyone was able to pick their favourite
kind. The Great Big Crunch is a special day where students learn about eating healthy foods from our local
farmers

YEAR OF MERCY YOUTH RALLY
All of our Gr. 7 & 8 students are invited to join this rally at Marydale Camp for outdoor adventures, praise and
worship, inspiration from our Social Justice Heroes, Mass with Bishop Crosby, BBQ and Campfire under the stars.
For more information and registration, go to: hamiltondiocese.com/youthrally

WATER POSTER CONTEST AND VIDEO WINNERS

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENTS:
Shelby (Grade 7)
Alejandro (Grade 6)
Olivia (Grade 2)

One winner was chosen from each division. More than 350 submissions were collected. The judges had a difficult
task of choosing just three as they were very impressed with the quality and messages of all the posters. Thank
you to all the students who participated. All entries were displayed the week of our Healthy EcoFair as they were
very well done and creative. Thank you to the Eco Team members for coming up with the slogans. Team work
makes for a winning outcome.
The winning posters were produced by Hamilton Water and are displayed at all three of our Water Stations. Thank
you to Manager Chris Wilson from the City of Hamilton Water Public Works for his assistance from the beginning
to the end of this contest.
Congratulations to the Grade Seven Class for Winning City of Hamilton's Water Video Contest!
St. Marguerite sent in many submissions. Check out the City of Hamilton link:
https://www.youtube.com/user/InsideCityofHamilton

MCMASTER STUDENT NURSES JOIN ST. MARGUERITE’S HEALTH ACTION TEAM

Mc Master University Student Nurses Natalia, Rachel, Xiaoyu and Natasha come every Wednesday this term to
work with all the classes and HAT Team this term.
They have planned many activities on mindfulness and inclusion working on strategies in building positive
relationships and feelings. Students from all grades have had the opportunity to work with them and we thank
them for their expertise and advice.
Thank you nurses!

ST. MARGUERITE REVISITS SCHOOL TRAVEL PLAN

Thank you to Ms. Scott, a Physical Activity Specialist from Public Health Hamilton who attended the Catholic
School Council Meeting on Tues. Mar. 22 to revisit the School Travel Plan this term. Earlier in the day, she was
with another group of our students presenting at the School and Municipal Design Workshop sponsored by the
City of Hamilton Active and Safe Routes to School Steering Committee.

Members of the Eco and Hat Teams Niko, Antonios and Dimitrios were there to introduce Ms. Scott to the parents
at the evening meeting.
The School Travel Plan process aims to increase the number of students and adults choosing walking and riding
their bikes to schools. Choosing this method will decrease the number of cars driving short distances to school.
St. Marguerite community supports this plan to get even more students and adults walking and rolling to school as
the benefits will affect everyone: cleaner air quality, healthier lifestyle, decrease traffic congestion in front of the
school and build a healthier and friendlier community.
Walking and biking with friends to school will make our community more eco-friendly!

ST. MARGUERITE STUDENTS AT THE SCHOOL AND MUNICIPAL DESIGN WORKSHOP

On Tuesday, March 22nd, students from the Eco Team (Alessia, Allison, Francesca and Matthew) presented at
the School & Municipal Design Workshop at the Waterfront Banquet & Conference Centre.
This workshop was about supporting active and sustainable school transportation. A multi-disciplinary group of
professionals met to discuss best practices and develop next steps in school and municipal design in our
community.
The City of Hamilton Active & Safe Routes to School Steering Committee invited our students to share their
experiences and ideas. Our students' voice was heard and appreciated.
Thanks go out to Mr. Hucal (HWCDSB Superintendent) for his support and to the moms who joined us. Thank you
also to Mr. Kassiedass, Ms. Scott and Mr. Topalovic who work for the City of Hamilton for the invitation.
Let's walk & roll!

LIVE GREEN AND HEALTHY RECIPE BOOK

The HAT and Eco Teams worked together to produce "St. Marguerite d'Youville's Live GREEN and Healthy
Recipe Book".
Each family in the school will receive one free copy of this book.
Thank you to all the families for sending in healthy recipes. Also, special thank you to the many volunteers who
assisted the students. The students enjoyed putting together the book.
Happy Healthy Eating!

COLLECT PLASTIC BAGS FOR RECYCLING AND WIN!

Dear St. Marguerite EcoTeam Friends:

Collect plastic grocery bags for recycling
and win!
Starting tomorrow we ask your students and all staff to collect plastic bags from home, neighbours
and family. The class which collects the most bags will win a Civies Day!
From April 18 - 22, 2016 (Earth Week), elementary schools across Canada are challenged to collect
as many plastic bags for recycling as possible from their homes and in their communities.
The school in each province/territory that collects the most plastic bags for recycling per capita is
eligible to win a top prize of $3,000 to support environmental initiatives for their school or
community. Second and third place winners are eligible to receive $2,000 and $1,000 respectively.
The Plastic Bag Grab challenge, which can be integrated into educational curriculum, is open to all
Canadian schools from junior-kindergarten to grade eight.
The EcoTeam will bring all bags we collect and have counted to Walmart to verify our total.

If we start collecting bags today until April 21 we can win St. Marguerite!!!!! We can use the money
to buy a new water station by Mr. Quaglia's room.
Thanks and let's show our strong eco teamwork in another project that will help the earth!
Thanks from your EcoFriends

ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE FOURTH HEALTHY ECO FAIR

Our Eco and Hat Teams hosted the Healthy Eco Fair on Friday, March 4th. Many community groups and leaders
joined us and spent the day in a learning environment sharing best practices and programs. We are proud of the
students’ commitment in environmental stewardship and healthy practices at St. Marguerite d’Youville as we know
that the successes we are celebrating this year are because of the tremendous support by the family and home.
We thank you for the many practices that you have extended at home to support your child’s learning in
becoming more environmentally friendly and more health conscious.
Your support in our many Walk and Roll To School Yellow Days, Litterless Lunches, Energy Conservation
practices, Waste Management initiatives, packing healthy snacks and lunches, using safe reusable containers,
drinking more water and banning plastic water bottles, Bag2Go Collection of Used Clothing, E-waste Collection,
anti-idling campaigns, greening projects outside, building our outdoor classroom and many more activities have
helped our school achieve success and recognition in each of the six areas of Ontario EcoSchool. This culture of
environmental stewardship has garnered us Greenest School in Canada, placing our school on the map. We
take this time to embrace our values and stewardship and thank everyone who has made a difference this school
year.

Thank you to all the students, families, presenters, organizations and special guests who came out to support the
Healthy Eco Fair. We were happy to celebrate the day with Mayor Eisenberger, Director of Education Mr.
Hansen, Chairman of the Board Mr. Daly, Father Mahony, Religion and Family Life Consultant Dr. Beaudette,
Faith Animator Mr. Creedon, Former Religion Consultant Mrs. Thompson and Dr. Corr. The day provided a
wonderful opportunity for community building with students and leaders in our community both environmental,
spiritually and mentally. We thank St. Michael, St. John Paul II, St. Brigid, Annunciation of our Lord, and School
Board leaders who came out to network and share best practices with our students.
Over 800 fruits were given away and 50 free Fruit Baskets and Rubbermaid Lunch Bags were raffled off, thanks to
the $1000 MetroGrant and Lococo donation. Students were excited to win fruit!

ONTARIO ECOSCHOOLS ECOACTION CHALLENGE

St. Marguerite has registered in the Ontario EcoSchool EcoAction Challenge for the first week of June. We are
challenging schools to reduce their energy consumption. In June, we will celebrate Walk and Roll Yellow Day in
order to minimizing our carbon footprint. All schools will be collecting data to show their support. We are aiming at
100%! More information will come at a later date.

EARTH DAY

EARTH DAY is the first holy day which transcends all national borders, yet preserves all geographical integrities,
spans mountains and oceans and time belts, and yet brings people all over the world into one resonating accord,
is devoted to the preservation of the harmony in nature and yet draws upon the triumphs of technology, the
measurement of time, and instantaneous communication through space.
The first Earth Day was founded by Senator Gaylord on April 22, 1970 to develop an awareness of our growing
air, water and land pollution problems. Today this day is celebrated worldwide.
This year an estimated billion people including 500 million Canadians will participate in Eco Activities in over 180
countries. Join the world’s green team and let’s continue to make a difference in recycling, energy
conservation and greening. We know we are at St. Marguerite!

GREENING OUR SCHOOL

Anyone who is interested in volunteering to help green our gardens with the students on the Green Team is asked
to contact the office and leave their name and phone number. (Volunteers must have a current Police Check filed
with the school office.)
The document of 2009: A Policy Framework for Environmental Education in Ontario Schools. The Ontario

Ministry of Education, Shaping Our Schools, Shaping Our Future (2007), p. 1 states that “Schools have a vital role
to play in preparing our young people to take their place as informed, engaged, and empowered citizens who will
be pivotal in shaping the future of our communities, our province, our country, and our global environment.” We,
at St. Marguerite, strive to increase students’ environmental literacy along side our students’ academic
achievements, emotional well-being and gospel values. We thank all the students and families for supporting our
students and promoting our environmental responsibilities. Today’s students will shape our future and
environmental education enables them to develop the knowledge and skills to become environmentally active and
responsible citizens in changing our ways to a better world. As we celebrate Earth Month----let’s congratulate all
of our students for already “acting today” and moving forward in “shaping tomorrow” by making each day Earth
Day at St. Marguerite and in our community.
The Eco Team leaves you with the a thought borrowed from the Ten Commandments For The
Environment: Pope Benedict XVI Speaks Out For Creation and Justice by Woodeene Koenig-Bricker :
10th Commandment - “Environmental issues call for a spiritual response, inspired by the belief that
creation is a gift that God has placed into our responsible hands, so that we can use it with loving care.
The human person’s attitude toward nature should be one of gratitude and gratefulness to the God who
has created and supports it.” (page 23)

TEAM UP TO CLEAN UP

We have registered our school with Keep Hamilton Clean “Team Up To Clean Up”. We will continue to keep our
school area and park litter free with a rotating litter pick up schedule beginning when all the snow is gone until the
end of June.
Here at St. Marguerite, EARTH DAY is EVERYDAY!

OWL MAGAZINE
OWL Magazine was so impressed that we were named the Greenest School in Canada, so they decided to
feature us in the April’s issue of OWL Magazine. This issue is all about being green, so our school is a great
example for all of the readers. We are encouraged to keep up the awesome work!

You can pick up a copy of this edition of the magazine or you can take the magazine out of our Learning
Commons. Every classroom also has a copy of the magazine! Thank you to our EcoTeam for their continued
leadership and to all of the staff, students and families for LIVING GREEN! Let’s continue to live our virtue of
Stewards of Creation!

BAG2SCHOOL

Students and staff are again collecting used clothing for Bag 2 School. Blue bags have gone out at the beginning
of April and are due April 14th.
Thank you to our families and community volunteers for helping us continue this whole school environmental
stewardship initiative in reusing and recycling clothing for those in need.
This is the last and third used clothing campaign drive for this school year. Thank you to all for your continued
support!

YARD

Students are reminded to wear coats outside while the weather is till cool. Only NERF is permitted on the
playground. Students are reminded of the school policy of safety first! Running shoes are the best footwear for
school inside and outside use.

PRIMARY & JUNIOR EQAO ASSESSMENT

All grade 3 and 6 students across the province will, once again, participate in the provincial assessment done by
EQAO (Education Quality and Accountability Office). These assessments will be carried out between May 25th
and June 8th. We will let you know the specific dates closer to the time. Please try to plan appointments and trips
at other times to accommodate this assessment.

PROJECTED ORGANIZATION FOR 2016-2017

We have begun our planning for the upcoming school year. All classes are determined by numbers sent to the
Board. Staff is actively involved in planning for the next school year and determining the best classroom for each
student. We have to take into account many factors, academics, social skills, resource involvement etc. As
professionals we strive, to make all decisions with the student in mind and doing what is best for their growth and

development. If you have any concerns, for next year’s placement, please send in a letter in writing by May
25th to Mrs. Frappa, Principal. Placements cannot be guarantee.

ANAPHLAXIS ALERT

We would like to remind you to continue to ensure that items brought to school do not contain nuts or nut
products. Thank you for your continuing support. Parents are reminded of the HWCDSB policy and the safety of
all students daily!

POLICE CHECKS & END OF YEAR TRIPS
It is a board requirement that all volunteers helping in school or on school trips must have a police check. Please
see Mrs. Spatazzo for the forms. It takes approximately 1 month to get the police check. If you are hoping to
volunteer for a year end trip, please allow enough time before the trip to get your clearance. Parents who have not
submitted a police check will not be permitted on the trip.

MOVING OUT OR MOVING IN? SEPTEMBER 2016
If you are planning to move out of our school area and your children will not be attending St. Marguerite d’Youville
in September, please notify the school office as soon as possible. Alternatively, if you know of a family moving into
the school area, please advise them to contact the school office for registration details. This information will be of
great assistance in planning for next year.

LEARNING COMMONS NEWS
Mrs. Coons will be running the Scholastic Book Fair during Catholic Education Week in May. Further details will
be sent out. Also, information will soon be posted on the Learning Commons website.

STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

The Student Council had a successful Easter Raffle as it raised $300 to donate to our friends in Haiti. Now we
have earned 3 more bricks for our school.

In April, our Student Council will have a dress down day on Earth Day, April 22nd. Wear your Earth Colours.

START2FINISH RUN4CHANGE 20/20 CHALLENGE

Do you know that approximately 1 million kids live in poverty and that our country ranks 18th among 35
industrialized nations? We are going to raise awareness and funds for kids who live in poverty all around the
world through our participation. The S2F Run4Change 20/20 Challenge is a fun, easy, creative way to get fit and
make a difference. We have been participating in the 20 weeks, for 20 minutes a day, through the leadership of
some of our Grade 8 students overseen by Ms. DiTrapani. Our students continue to be involved in daily physical
activity. In May, many of our students will be prepared to participate in the National Run4Change! Please
continue to encourage your child in this healthy initiative.

CHANGE F OR CHANGE
Each class will have a box to donate their spare or loose change for change! The monies collected will help kids
who live in poverty. This will start now until May 18th. Let’s be the change for others!

EASTER CRAFT NIGHT

Thank you to all of the families who attended our Easter Craft Night. Thank you also to Mrs. Debbie AnthonyCorrigan for organizing the crafts, and cards that our students were able to create. Thank you also to Mrs.
Leanne Thompson for attending and helping with the organization of the evening. Thank you also to all of the
staff who attended the event and were able to share some quality time with our students and their families. This
was a great opportunity for all to spend time with family to pray and create unique crafts.

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION

In our busy world, children are bombarded at an early age with noise, stimuli, and a message to keep busy. Our
consistent fast pace can detract from our ability to guide each student to become “a discerning believer formed in
the Catholic faith community who celebrates the signs and sacred mysteries of God’s presence through word,
sacrament, prayer, forgiveness, reflection and moral living.” One of the ways to achieve this is by teaching
students the practice of Christian Meditation.
Our school community has been practising Christian Meditation as a form of prayer in our classrooms. Please
speak to your child about his/her Christian Meditation prayer experience. Please try to engage in Christian
Meditation as a family. If you need support, please let us know and we will provide it.

SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER

We will be having a sub day on the last Wednesday of the month. We will have our sub day on Wednesday, April
29th. Order forms will be sent home on Monday, April 11 to be returned by Friday, April 15. Please try to use our
online cash payment.

CYO NEWS

Well, we've marched right into the seasons of Boys’ Volleyball and the 'mindly' sport of chess. The boys' season
has officially started upon our return from the March break and boy, what a start it was! We continue to venture
off to a great journey where the boys have showed their determination and dedication to make St. Marguerite's
name known!

In the world of chess, our juniors and intermediate players have also shown true dedication to the mindful sport.
As we work our way to acclaim each grade's representative in round robin matches, we grow and learn with each
other and build a stronger respect for the game. The team has shown great skill and sportsmanship in such a
competitive activity. The annual board-wide chess tournament will take place on the evening of Thursday, April
26th, at Blessed Teresa of Calcutta school. More details will be provided to those students moving forward from
our in-school challenge to the off-site tournament.
Good luck to all our athletes and our chessmasters! Go Mustangs!!!!

PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE

There will be an open house at the Precious Moments Boutique on Wed. May 18, and Wed. Jun. 1 from 3:00 –
7:00 pm. at St. Mary’s Elementary School, 209 MacNab Street North, Hamilton. They have gently new and
experienced Graduation and First Holy Communion dresses and suits available to students at no cost. Students
and parents are welcome. First Come, First Serve. Contact Kelly Duffy-Kariam at 905-525-2930 ext. 2831

SCHOOL UNIFORMS

Students are reminded to dress in the proper uniform. Navy or white crested or embroidered tops and navy
docker style pants. Students are allowed to wear blue or white leggings underneath their skirts or dresses.
Leggings are not allowed as pants. Please ensure that your child is wearing the proper uniform. Staff will be
checking to ensure that students are dressed in full uniform. A note will be placed in your child’s agenda if they
are out of uniform. Please help us to maintain the high standards we place on our students by helping them to
dress appropriately and act appropriately too.

CONFLICT RESOLUTION POLICY AT ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE
At St. Marguerite d’Youville we try to establish a school culture of acceptance, tolerance and respect. Every
month we have an Awards Assembly where we pray and talk about the virtue of the month. We are incorporating
into our monthly assemblies our newly established Conflict Resolution Strategy:

The St. Marguerite d’Youville
Conflict Resolution Policy

When faced with conflict, students will….






use TASR as a means to resolve an issue
refrain from retaliating or acting in a vengeful way (whether in words or actions
always use peaceful means to solve conflict
manage their emotions and avoid acting out when angry
always follow Jesus’ example

The Four Steps To Solving
Conflict

Step 1:
THINK!!!
before you act, remain calm, set the tone
what would consequences be if I reacted verbally or physically
how do my actions demonstrate the kind of person I am or aspire to be (Christian-Like is the ultimate goal)
avoid impulsive lashing out
Step 2:
ASK
the person to STOP
why the person said/did that
be prepared to listen without interrupting
if the person refuses to answer, allow some time, space
if it is a significant conflict, come back to it
if it is something insignificant, leave it alone
Step 3:

STATE YOUR FEELINGS
remember to stay calm
tell them to stop
explain how you were feeling when you reacted
admit your errors, take responsibility, apologize if necessary
Step 4:

RESOLVE THE CONFLICT OR SEEK TEACHER ASSISTANCE
brainstorm solutions, decide which one is agreeable to both parties
keep your word on the agreement
look for a win/win resolve
*** If you are getting nowhere, seek staff assistance. ***

ANTI-BULLYING INFORMATION

Keep the Lines of Communication Open
Research tells us that children really do look to parents and caregivers for advice and help on tough decisions.
Sometimes spending 15 minutes a day talking can reassure kids that they can talk to their parents if they have a
problem.
Talking about bullying directly is an important step in understanding how the issue might be affecting kids. There
are no right or wrong answers to these questions, but it is important to encourage kids to answer them honestly.
Assure kids that they are not alone in addressing any problems that arise.

SEXUAL HEALTH NETWORK PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES PRESENTATION
At the request of parents - a conference to learn more about being safe in an online world

Do you want to keep your child and teen safe in an online world?
Our children are growing up in a digital age with constant change. The use of the Internet, cell phones, online games and
applications (apps) are part of this world. While the online world can offer many advantages and opportunities, it has the
potential to cause harm. It is important for both parents and youth to learn how to safely use the tools of the online world.
Learn about:
How to protect your privacy
How to do a safe search, how to track and block a search
What is a digital footprint and why you need to know about it
How social media can affect emotional well being
Join us. Learn useful ideas for living safely in our online world.
There is no charge to attend.
Date: Tuesday April 5, 2016
Time: 7 to 9 p.m.
Location: Michelangelo Banquet Centre
1555 Upper Ottawa
Call: 905-645-5021 for more information

PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH
Pope Francis, in his book, The Name of God is Mercy, writes that “the family is the first school for children, it is the
unwavering reference point for the young it is there that we have been loved and learn to love, have been forgiven
and learn to forgive.” As parents our role is to teach with love, to raise children of faith and to teach the ways of
mercy. Parents allow, elicit, or maintain behaviours by their response to their children’s actions. A child’s future
ability to thrive depends on parents taking the time to create habits and behaviours that will lead to success.
Schools of love provide support, love and discipline to help their children grow. (From: Teresa Hartnett, Family
Ministry Office, 905-528-7988 ext. 2250)

MARRIAGE TIP OF THE MONTH
In this Year of Mercy, the Pope calls each of us to engage in works of mercy. In marriages we can do this by
striving to have a conciliatory spirit. This can be done by comforting our spouse when they are having difficult
days, forgiving our spouse when they offend us in word or deed and by patiently bearing wrongs, while expressing
what we need instead. Marriage is a place of intimacy and love – both are strengthened when we purposely
practice a conciliatory spirit. (From: Teresa Hartnett, Family Ministry Office, 905-528-7988 ext. 2250

VIRTUE OF THE MONTH

We are working on a Virtue a Month. Please ask your child about the virtue of the month.
September: Reverence/Human Dignity
October: Justice/Preferential Option for the Poor
November: Conscience/Peace
December: Hospitality/Participation
January: Community/Common Good
February: Compassion/Rights and Responsibility
March: Courage/Solidarity
April: Joy/Stewards of Creation
May: Respect/Dignity of Work
June: Integrity/Role of the Government
Our virtue for the month of April is JOY/STEWARDS OF CREATION. At this time, we celebrate the Resurrection
of Jesus who died for the sake of the unjust, that He might lead people back to God. The quote of the month is,
“With joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.” (Isaiah 12:3) How are we good stewards of God’s
creation?

HELPING CHILDREN LEARN
ELIMINATE DAILY BATTLES OVER HOMEWORK
Children complain a lot about homework time. Yet parents often feel just as frustrated with assignments. Avoid
turning study time into a battle. Instead:
 Remember that homework is your child’s job. You can provide supervision and guidance, but you should
not do work for him.
 Set a good example. Role model perseverance, preparation and organization. Also encourage your
child’s self-confidence. “Wow. You didn’t give up on the math problem. You must be so proud.”
 Help your child plan what he’ll accomplish. This might involve making a to-do list, collecting supplies or
writing down steps in a project.
 Create a study routine doing things the same way daily – such as working at the same time and putting
materials in the same places – make life much easier.

BE CAREFUL WHEN DESCRIBING CHILDREN
Parents need to show that they believe in their children. This helps kids believe in themselves and their ability to
succeed in school. It helps when adults choose words that boost, not hurt, self-esteem. For example:
 Substitute positive for negative labels. Change too shy to very observant. Try energetic instead of
hyperactive.
 Correct others if they label your child. If someone says, “He’s wild!” you might respond, ”He has a lot of
enthusiasm.”
 Don’t compare your child to others. Avoid statements like, “your brother is neat and you’re so messy!” or
“You take after Aunt Mary. She was always shy.”
 Choose flattering or neutral nick-names, not names that criticize, like “Sniffles or “Slowpoke.”
APPROACH DISCIPLINE EASILY
When your child was little, their headstrong streak was cute. Now it’s a challenge. The key is to use this
common-sense approach to discipline:





Be clear. Let them know what’s expected.
Focus on the positive. Remind them of what they can do.
Criticize the behavior, not your child.
Focus on the big picture. Set limits now. Your efforts will pay off.

ELIMINATE TESTING STRESS
It’s likely that the testing crunch is on and it’s important to let your child know you expect:
 Good effort. This means participating in class and maintaining good study habits.
 Healthy habits. Enough sleep and a decent breakfast will help your child concentrate.

PARENTSUPPORTS

Reading at home…can make a HUGE difference! Make reading a part of your family time! Family time is
important…why not make reading part of this valuable time with your kids? Here are some tips for integrating
reading into your daily family activities:
 Read bedtime stories
 Play a board game
 Visit your local library
 Read a recipe and cook something yummy together!
 Create a comfy reading space in your home
 Put your child in charge of reading the grocery list at the store
Keep plenty of reading materials in your home: books, magazines, newspapers, and comic books. Children enjoy
having a variety of reading materials!
Choose books that are at the appropriate reading level for your child
 Use the five finger rule. Open the book to any page and ask your child to read. Put up a finger every time
your child does not know a word. If you put up more that five-fingers before the end of the page, the book
is too hard for your child.
 Choose books that match your child’ likes and interests.
Check for Understanding
 Start the book by making predictions. What do you think will happen in this story?
 Ask questions and make comments during the reading process
 After reading a book, have your child tell you the events from the story in the correct order
 What was the problem in this story
 How did the character feel when..?
 Encourage your child to make a connection. Does this story remind you of another book you read, an
event in your life, a movie?
15-20 minutes is plenty for a beginning reader
How to Read with a Beginning Reader:
 Encourage your child to use his/her finger to point to each word
 Read a sentence and have your child repeat it
 Take turns reading a sentence each or a page each
 Talk about the story as you read it. What do you think will happen next? What does this story remind you
of? How do you think this character feels?
 Don’t be afraid to read the same book again! Repeated reading helps build reading fluency!
READ BOOKS ONLINE!
There are many fun and interactive websites for literacy. Here are a few FREE online resources
www.starfall.com
www.speakaboos.com

www.spellingcity.com
www.wegivebooks.org
http://interactivesites.weebly.com

E-MATH

Have you received access to the Nelson e-math plus website?
Animated videos, extra problems and solutions plus much more.
Make math fun by connecting math learning in the classroom and at home with e-math+
Check your child’s agenda for log in!
Please encourage your child to use this valuable website
e-math plus is making math MORE Fun!
Links to online games are now available for practice with every chapter.
In Ice Ice Maybe, students help penguins reach a holiday paradise by estimating sums, differences, products, or
quotients.
Log in to your account at www.mynelson.com to start playing

PRODIGY

Prodigy is a game based on-line skill development Math Program built to be so engaging. Prodigy has over 300
curriculum-aligned math skills for our students to master. Moving beyond simple number sense, Prodigy covers
Geometry, Spatial Sense, Probability, and many more crucial skills. There are even specific curricula for EQAO
Grade 3 and 6!

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

It has been well documented that children whose lives are bound by reliable routines and structure will be more
successful in life. They will have had the opportunity to gain a sense of predictability in their lives, a sense of
security and through this, independence and self – confidence.

As part of these routines and structure, regular attendance and punctuality at school are extremely important
for children as their learning curve takes them from the home environment to the school community where that
sense of responsibility, reliability, strong work habits and other attributes that contribute to our students becoming
productive adults, are reinforced.
As parents, we have a huge impact on our children. Our attitudes about school and school attendance have a
direct influence on our children’s attitude toward school. Regular school attendance is not a choice. It is
mandated by law under the Education Act of Ontario R.S.O. 1990. People are often misinformed that a child in
Junior Kindergarten or Senior Kindergarten does not have to go to school. While it is true that a child is not
legally required to attend school until they reach the age of 6 years, once a child is formally registered in school,
they are expected to be at school each and every day regardless of their age.
Research has shown that regular attendance and punctuality in a child’s early years are extremely important in
establishing healthy patterns in regard to following routines, direction, expectations and in establishing a sense of
connectedness and belonging within his/her peer group. The curriculum of the Kindergarten program within our
schools lays the foundation and building blocks for success in school. Renowned child development experts
have stated that by the time children get to grade one, it may be already too late to help those who have already
fallen behind. We cannot underestimate the value of these early years.
Poor attendance in the early years often has a profound long term impact on children. Patterns of poor
attendance in elementary school will inevitably follow a child into high school. Research shows that poor
attendance patterns in high school are directly related to a pattern of poor attendance at the elementary school
level and students who have a history of poor attendance tend to be at a higher risk for becoming high school
drop outs.
It is the parents’ responsibility to ensure that their child(ren) attend school regularly. On average, most children do
not miss more than 5 – 10 school days each year. Time away from school impacts on every aspect of a child’s
life, including academic, social and personal growth. As partners, schools and parents can work together to
maximize our children’s long term success.
What can a parent do?
-

-

be positive about school yourself, make it a priority
establish regular evening and morning routines that include preparation for school the next day, such
as laying out clothes, lunch boxes, etc. Make sure your child gets enough sleep.
be punctual. Allow for enough time in the morning so that routines are not rushed and a child’s day
does not start off on a bad note.
make connections between home and school by displaying work brought home, establishing regular
homework routines, regular time for home reading, and talk about your child’s day.
ensure that your child goes to school every day; allowing your child to stay home, when you are too ill
to take them; or during inclement weather reinforces that you do not think school is important, or that it
is optional
if you have negative feelings about school, refrain from discussing it in front of your child
if you have an issue about something going on at school, request a meeting with your child’s teacher,
or the principal to have it addressed.
maintain good communication with the school, keep in touch with your child’s teacher
get involved at the school level; if your child sees that you are involved, they will see school as
important
if you are having difficulty getting your child to school, ask for help. Support is available.

PARKING LOT AND DROPPING STUDENTS OFF

All parents are reminded that no one should be coming into the parking lot while the school buses are loading or
unloading children. We must ensure the safety of all of our students.
We are having terrible congestion on Bonaparte Way with cars parking on both sides. The bus drivers are having
difficulty maneuvering the busses. Parents please refrain from stopping and dropping students off in front of
the school. Perhaps you can park on a side street and walk your child to school. Both you and your child will
benefit from this.
All parents are asked to refrain from stopping in the pathway to the front door of the school as our special needs
bus will be dropping and picking students up at the door at arrival and dismissal of each day.

PARKING
Respect the bus drivers, the students and their safety and the school rules. Follow the flow of traffic at all times.
Do not stop in the bus path. Do not block or park in the handicap areas, unless you have a handicap sticker.
Respect our neighbours and do not block driveways or stand on their lawns.

SCHOOL CASH ON LINE
As you are aware we have started the school cash on line payment. If you could please register on line, it would
be appreciated. We are hoping to have all families register to pay for trips and food days on line.

PARENTING INFORMATION
9 Tips For Communicating EFFECTIVELY To All Generations
At Home & At Work
By Dr. Karyn Gordon
Tip #1: Explain Why In Advance
Remember that this generation is constantly asking why. Why should they make their bed? It will just get messy
again tonight. Why is it a big deal if they are late? Why should they ask for help? Why should they get a mentor?
Why should they go to university or college if they just want to start their own business? A great speaker / teacher
/ parent - knows what their audience is thinking and answers the "why's" before they even ask.
Tip #2: Give Feedback ALL THE TIME!
Traditional performance reviews do not work for this generation (if you haven't already figured that out - you will
soon enough). Performance reviews are very outdated for a generation that wants and needs feedback
constantly! For organizations, try using more updated technology programs with groups like Salesforce. For
parents, make feedback a daily habit (I'm not kidding) - letting each other know what you liked, and what you
didn't! Keep it light, but try to make it part of your everyday family & work culture.
Tip #3: Be Affirming & Firm
This generation is used to hearing a lot of praise. Don't give fake praise (they are very intuitive and will pick it out
quickly) - but when you see them doing something well - tell them! They will be more motivated to listen when they
know first what they are doing well! But as I shared at the beginning - you’ll need to be firm as well around certain
policies! If you need this generation to be on time - tell them (firm) but communicate it with a lot of praise
(affirming) and you'll find they listen better! And for anyone who thinks that praise is a waste of time (see, I'm
thinking about my audience :)) - yes it will take time but it will actually save you time since they will actually listen
more to you, and you will find yourself repeating yourself less!
Communication Tips To Reach Gen X
Gen X's love independence - it truly is one of their highest values. These tips highlight ways to communicate
effectively with them by recognizing this!
Tip #4: Don't Be Needy
If you have a Gen X parent, employer, employee, teacher or colleague - understand that they want to see you be
independent! They are used to giving out jobs, and expecting that it will be done. They won't tend to do regular
check-ups (that's not their style) and they can't stand micro-managing. Try your very best, and if you need help
then ask for it - but first try to do it on your own!
Tip #5: Ask, Don't Tell
If you need something from a Gen X - ask, don't tell them! Listen to the difference: "Mom can I go to my friends
house?" versus "Mom, I'm going to my friend’s house"; or "Boss, can I take Friday off?" versus "Boss, I can't work
on Friday." Do this even if you think you already know the answer - when people ask, it is interpreted as a sign of
respect!
Tip #6: Be Early
Gen X grew up in a generation when punctuality was highly noted. So if you're trying to connect to a Gen X -don’t
aim to be on time - be early! Lateness equates to disrespect!
Communication Tips To Reach Boomers & Traditionalists
Tip #7: Say Thank-You OFTEN
Voicing gratitude is always a great habit to get into! Research tells us that people who not only are thankful, but
voice their gratitude: are happier, more likely to get promoted, more physically resilient, and people want to help

them more! Look for opportunities to say thank-you (again, it must be genuine) to all Boomers & Traditionalists in
your life whether it's a parent, a colleague or an employer! One of my former coaching clients set out to make a
habit of voicing 10 "thank-you's" every day. Once she started - she found she was saying it up to 20 x daily and
people around her were more eager to help her because they felt appreciated!
Tip #8: Turn Off Your Technology
When you are communicating to this generation - either put your technology away or turn it off so you're not
distracted. While using technology is like breathing for younger generations - other generations will view it as a
massive sign of immaturity and disrespect if you use it in front of them. From dinner table conversations with the
family to job interviews (yes, a recent survey said a high percentage of people would still look at their phone
during an interview!) to your day-job, turn off your technology when communicating to this generation.
Tip #9: Honour Their Experience
Yes, younger generations are often faster at technology - but nothing compares to years of experience. If you
want to communicate effectively with these generations - ask about their life, career journey, failures & successes,
what they would have done differently, and their advice to the next generation. By asking them about their story,
and learning from them - you honor their experience, and they will feel respected!
PHYSEDMATTERS.COM
We’re working on something awesome!
PhysEdMatters.com is a new website we're creating to showcase real stories of educators, coaches, and
anyone else making a difference in physical education worldwide. Our goal is to bring more attention to the
importance of physical education, physical activity, and physical literacy, and to recognize the diverse work that
these difference makers are doing all over the world.
Have a great story to share?
We invite you to share your story today and forward this call for stories with your colleagues, family, friends, and
your extended social networks. Every story will be posted on our site for the world to see!
World Physical Activity Day
April 6th is World Physical Activity Day and we need your help to leverage our social networks for good and
spread the word that #PhysEdMatters. We believe there is power in numbers, so we’ve partnered with
Thunderclap to help us out.
I know, you're probably asking yourself, what is Thunderclap? It is a crowdspeaking platform that allows people to
pledge a Tweet and/or Facebook post of a single message that is mass-shared at the same time! Think of it as an
online flash mob in support of sharing the message that #PhysEdMatters! It only takes 5 seconds for you to join.
Please click on the link and choose either "Support with Twitter" or "Support with Facebook" or both! With your
help, on April 6th, thousands of people across the globe will see our message that #PhysEdMatters!

STAPLES ECO ASSEMBLY
Dear Parents, we have applied for the Staples Super Power Your School Contest and they would like to come to
hear more about our Eco Initiatives. We have been chosen in the top 100 schools throughout Canada. Staples
will be joining us for our Earth Day Celebration on Tuesday, April 19th at 9:30. All students attending this
assembly must fill out a publicity permission form. Please make sure you child fills out the form. All parents are
welcome to join us at this assembly. Please wish our school luck as we move to the next level.

MARCH MONTHLY AWARD WINNERS

Award Winners – March 2016
Teacher’s Name
Mrs. Simpson
Mrs. Mirra-Ammendolia
Mrs. Racanelli
Miss Gera
Mrs. Bellavia
Mrs. Berardi
Mrs. Hunt
Ms. Bilanzola
Mrs. Clement
Mrs. Parisse
Mrs. Krawesky
Mrs. Cowell
Mr. Morrison
Moniz/Palmese
Mrs. Reilly
Ms. Rivera
Mrs. Metcalfe
Mr. Saranko
Mr. Quaglia
Mr. DiVitantonio

Christian Service
Award
Brandon C.
Eva S.
Aaliyah J.
Amir H. .
Addyson T.
Rafael R.
Rose D.
Vinessa P.
Manuela K.
Diego M.
Concetta G.
Jayda W.
Emily L.
Savanna S.
Paige P.
Devyn H.
Chinemeren I.
Aliana A.
Isabella S.
Maria G.

Enthusiasm
Award
Francis R.
Nolan B.
Hermiz M.
Joren M..
Ainara M.
Olivia R.
Meagan S.
Anthony D.
Gabriella D.
Daniel K.
Giancarlo M.
Irene T.
Aidan M.
Alex M.
Nathan D.
Winston D.
Robert A.
Johnathan K.
Thomas G.
Olivia R.

Excellence
Award
Aria A.
Laurelle O.
Kyle B.
Shalayia F.
Noah V.
Ethan H.
Marc L.
Athena K.
Conner S.
Adam S.
Nina Y.
Peace A.
Reagan G.
Anthony S.
Jonah K.
Salam A.
Jack P.
Alexandria D.
Marchello M.
Luke M.

Healthy Habits
Award
Carson H.
Madden J.
Abigail. S
Adelina A.
Christopher K.
Brooklynn M.
Nicolas B.
Cameren J.
Brayden V.
Katelyn W.
Miguel N.
Vanessa M.
Saphire W
Lamar J.
Amanda H.
Christian W.
Gia A.
Adren L.
Jasamine W.
Ingrid Y.

April 2016
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

8

9

Pizza Day

3

4

5

6

7
Pizza Day

Gr 3 Trip to
Marydale Camp

10

11
Sub order forms
go home today!

17

12

18
Pizza order
forms go home
today!

13

14

Catholic School
Council Mtg
6:30 in the
Learning
Commons

15

16

Sub order forms
due today!
Pizza Day

19

20

21

22

Earth Day
Prayer Service

Dress Down for
Earth Day!

Staples
Assembly

Pizza Day

23

Pizza order
forms due today!

24

25
Monthly Awards
Assembly 11:10

26
Spring Photos

27
Sub Day
Secretary’s Day!

Please join us!

Chess
Tournament at
Mother Teresa
School at 4:00

Gr 4-8 Trip to
BR for Déjà vu
Play

28
Catholic School
Council Pasta
Dinner/Dance Fund
Raiser @
Michelangelo
Banquet Centre

29
Professional
Activity Day
No School

Pizza Day
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