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Reflection
During the month of May, Canada celebrates Mother’s Day. May 8th is set
aside, to acclaim our love for our mothers. It is during this month that we also
commemorate the Queen Hood of our Spiritual Mother Mary. Our Catholic
Church honors Mary with special prayers, such as the Rosary. This month,
students will be praying the Rosary – one decade per day, as we ask Mary to
protect us, intercede for us and help us to follow her example in becoming
models of holiness. Please pray the Rosary with your child at home to support
the school in our efforts to bring this prayer to the forefront.
In keeping with our school mission and vision, we can continue to follow
Mary’s example of perseverance, patience and love for others. We can also
model her enthusiasm in following her Son and fulfilling his wishes. Finally we
can follow her excellence in her daily work. She gave freely, compassionately
and very willingly of her many gifts for the betterment of others. Let us try to
follow in her footsteps and in the footsteps of her Son, Jesus.

The Angelus
V. The angel spoke God's message to Mary
R. And she conceived of the Holy Spirit
Hail Mary ...
V. "I am the lowly servant of the Lord:
R. Let it be done to me according to your word."
Hail Mary ...
V. And the Word became flesh
R. and lived among us.
Hail Mary ...
V. Pray for us, holy Mother of God,
R. That we may become worthy of the promises
of Christ.
Let us pray:
Lord, fill our hearts with your grace:
once, through the message of an angel
you revealed to us the incarnation of your Son;
now, through His suffering and death
lead us to the glory of His resurrection.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R. Amen.

Visit us on the web at
http://stmy.hwcdsb.ca/

St. Jean de Brebeuf Catholic Secondary School
200 Acadia Drive, Hamilton, On. L8W 1B8
905-388-7020
BE BRAVE

Corpus Christi Church
1694 Upper James St. Hamilton On. L9B 1K6
905-389-2472
Father Edward Mahony

HOW TO PRAY THE ROSARY
There are twenty mysteries reflected upon in the Rosary, and these are divided into the five JOYFUL
MYSTERIES, the five LUMINOUS MYSTERIES, the five SORROWFUL MYSTERIES, and the five GLORIOUS
MYSTERIES

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth;
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified; died, and was buried.
He descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.
After each decade say the following prayer requested by the Blessed Virgin Mary at Fatima:
Fatima Prayer
"O my Jesus, forgive us our sins, save us from the fires of hell, lead all souls to Heaven, especially those who
have most need of your mercy."
Hail Holy Queen
Hail holy Queen, Mother of Mercy! Our life, our sweetness, and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished
children of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, O most
gracious Advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us: and after this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy
womb, Jesus; O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary.
V. Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.
R. That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ.

Let us Pray.
O GOD, whose only begotten Son, by His life, death, and resurrection, has purchased for us the rewards of
eternal life, grant, we beseech Thee, that meditating upon these mysteries of the Most Holy Rosary of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, we may imitate what they contain, and obtain what they promise: through the same Christ Our Lord.
Amen.
As suggested by Pope John Paul II the Joyful mysteries are said on Monday and Saturday, the Luminous on
Thursday, the Sorrowful on Tuesday and Friday, and the Glorious on Wednesday and Sunday (with this
exception: Sundays of Christmas season - The Joyful; Sundays of Lent - Sorrowful)
FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

May is a very busy month. We begin the month Celebrating Catholic Education Week. Many activities are
planned this week; please join us if you can.
Monday Mr. Quaglia’s class accompanied by Mme Quaglia will be attending the Student Gathering and Mass
along with our Intermediate Student Council Members.
We will also be having our Opening Ceremony for Catholic Education Week with a prayer service to Open the
Doors of Mercy at 1:00 in our Gym, all are welcome to attend.
Tuesday our Book Fair opens and all are invited from 1-3:30
On Wednesday a number of our students will be honoured at the Catholic Education Centre as they are presented
with their Director’s Award for Excellence at 2:15 pm.
Thursday our Book Fair is open from 8:30-4:30
Friday our Book Fair is open from 8:30-3:30 The Closing Prayer Service for Catholic Education week will take
place at 2:45 in our gym.
As we look forward to the beautiful weather that spring brings us, we also remember to celebrate Mother’s Day on
Sunday May 8th as well as Mary our Mother.
On Thursday May 12 our school will be hosting our very own French Café. Please join us for this fantastic event!
Friday May 13th our Gr. 8 students will be attending a Trip to Manorun Farm sponsored by Tastebuds.
Please continue to pray for our students who will be receiving the sacrament of First Holy Communion on
Saturday May 14 at 10:30 at Corpus Christi Church. The students will be going over to the church on Wednesday
May 11 for 1:00 pm for a rehearsal.
Monday May 16th is our Cross Country Meet at Marydale Camp! Go Mustangs Go!

Congratulations are extended to Gwen L. one of our Grade 6 students on winning the Essay Contest to be Chief
of Police for the Day. Gwen was one of six students chosen. She will be Deputy Chief for the day on Monday
May 16th. We are so proud of you Gwen! Enjoy your day at the Police Station!
On Wednesday May 18th many of our students will be participating in the Run4Change at Harbourfront. We will
also be hosting our own run on our property for the students who will not be attending.
Thursday May 19th our Gr. 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5 Students will be going on their year-end trip to Ripley’s Aquarium and
our FDK classes will be going to Puddicombe Farm.
We will be celebrating our May Crowning this month on Friday, May 20th at 10:30 in our school gym. All are
welcome to attend. We are asking our families to donate plants and flowers for this celebration as well as to add
to our greening project in our beautiful gardens surrounding the school.
Our Grade 8’s are excited about their upcoming Graduation Trip to Ottawa on Tuesday May 24-26.
On Thursday May 26th we will host our annual Volunteer Tea Luncheon to thank all of our Volunteers for their help
throughout the year!
On Friday May 27th we will be hosting a ECO Platinum School Visit in the afternoon. We will also have guests
from McMaster for the Sun Safety Presentation to continue on Monday too!
Tuesday May 31st our Gr. 7 students will be attending an ECO Trip to Simpler Thyme Common Ground Farm
sponsored by Tastebuds.
Our grade 3 and 6 students will be writing the EQAO test at the end of May into the beginning of June.
Our May Monthly Awards Assembly will take place on Wednesday June 1st.
We are very pleased to offer so many activities to our students and we hope they continue to study hard during
the last two months of school. Special thanks to our staff and Catholic School Council for all their contributions to
these activities!

Be the person you want your child to become.
Anonymous
NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Some of our students are preparing to receive the Sacrament of First Holy Communion which will take place on
Sunday, May 14th at 10:30 a.m. at Corpus Christi Church, all are welcome to attend. Holy Communion is also
known as the Eucharist which means thanksgiving. By receiving this Sacrament, children will be able to
participate fully in the Mass, both the Liturgy of the Word and Liturgy of the Eucharist. Let us continue to pray for
these students as they continue to prepare to receive this second sacrament and share in the banquet of our
Lord.

CORPUS CHRISTI CATHOLIC WOMEN’S LEAGUE

Cremation versus Burial
Lanette Rush, a certified funeral planner will be discussing cremation versus burial and the benefits of planning
ahead, which helps relieve the stress and burden your family may face at the time of your passing. She will also
explain the benefits of prepaying for your services.
Join us at the next Corpus Christi CWL meeting on Tuesday, May 3 at 7 p.m. (after 6:30 mass) in the P.J. Daly
Room. All ladies over 16 are welcome. Make a friend, bring a friend.

CWL petition for Palliative Care
The CWL will have a special prayer and short discussion about a petition concerning palliative care in Canada.
Consider signing the petition that we will be circulating:
"TO specifically identify hospice palliative care as a defined medical service covered under the Canada Health Act
so that provincial and territorial governments will be entitled to funds under the Canada Health Transfer system to
be used to provide accessible and available hospice palliative care for all residents of Canada in their respective
provinces and territories."

Upcoming Events
Friday, May 13 – Sunday, May 15: CWL Diocesan Convention at Crowne Plaza Kitchener-Waterloo, 105 King
Street East, Kitchener.
Sunday, May 29 is the annual Corpus Christi Church Barbecue at 12 noon at the school gym. There will also be a
self-running slideshow celebrating Father Mahony's 40 Year Anniversary of Ordination.
Monday, June 6, 2016: Spring Banquet. Cocktails at 6 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. at Michelangelo’s. Tickets will be
on sale at the meeting. Still only $25 each.

CATHOLIC EDUCATION WEEK

The theme for Catholic Education Week 2016:
Opening Doors of Mercy
Catholic Education Week Prayer
God of Love and compassion,
help us to open the door of mercy in our school communities,
in our families and in the world.
Let mercy guide our living and bring us closer to the heart of the gospel.
May we live as Jesus with mercy that welcomes, loves, forgives
and calls us to live the gospel joyfully. Amen.
Pope Francis has declared 2016 a “Holy Year of Mercy” as a way for the Catholic church to “make more evident, its mission
to be a witness of mercy”. The Holy Year began on December 8, 2015 and will be celebrated until November 20, 2016.
Throughout the year, there will be a series of jubilee celebrations on the theme of mercy for teenagers, deacons, the sick
and disabled, prisoners, catechists and clergy.
As well, Pope Francis opened the Vatican’s Holy Door on December 8th. The Holy Door is opened to evoke the concept of
forgiveness which is the main focus of a Holy Year. The theme God’s mercy is illustrated in fifteen of the sixteen bronze
panels that make up the Vatican Door. There are seven such Holy Doors in the world, including one in Quebec City.
Catholic Education Week 2016 combines both the theme of mercy and the act of opening doors of reconciliation, mercy
and forgiveness to all around us.
There are five sub-themes for each day of Catholic Education Week:
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:

Mercy that Welcomes
Mercy that Loves
Mercy that Forgives
Mercy that Lives the Gospel
Mercy that Rejoices

Every year, the Ontario Catholic School Trustees’ Association (OCSTA) provides our Catholic schools with a resource kit to
help schools prepare for Catholic Education Week. Using these resources as well as our own developed activities we have
prepared a series of activities which will highlight how our school is ‘Opening Doors of Mercy’.
We hope to see many of you during our school celebrations.

Catholic Education Week Activities
Opening Doors of Mercy
Monday May 2
-Mass at Cathedral High School 10:00 a.m.
-Catholic Education Week Opening Liturgy at 1 pm in the school gym
Mercy that Welcomes
Tuesday, May 3
-Book Fair
Mercy that Loves
Wednesday, May 4
-Scripture Reading at Bishop Ryan - 7:00 p.m.
Mercy that Forgives

Thursday, May 5
-Book Fair
Mercy that Lives the Gospel
Friday, May 6
-Book Fair
-Closing prayer liturgy in Gym at 2:45
Mercy that Rejoices
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS
Thank you to all of the families who attended our Pasta Dinner/Dance. It was a tremendous success. On behalf
of the Council, we would like to thank the many donors who contributed generously.
Congratulations to all the students who will be receiving their First Holy Communion on May 14th. God bless!

Next CSC meeting will be held Tuesday, May 10
All Welcome!

DIRECTOR’S AWARD OF EXCELLENCE WINNERS

Each year, Mr. Hansen, Director of Education, recognizes students from each school in the system for excellence
in various academic pursuits. The award recipients will be going to the Catholic Education Centre on May 4th at
2:15 p.m. to receive their awards from Mr. Hansen.
We are pleased to announce the 2015-2016 Director’s Award Winners for St. Marguerite d’Youville School
Catholic School Mission/Vision Award

Naomi U.

Academic Excellence Award

Antonio F.

Excellent Effort in Pursuit of Learning Award

Lauren W.

Stewardship of Creation Award

Savannha P.

Religion and Family Life Award

Layla G.

Language Award

Alexis M.

Science/Technology Award

Delina K.

Mathematics Award

Stephen G.

Social Studies/History/Geography Award

Natalie I.

Arts Award

Aliana A.

Health & Physical Education Award

Conner S.

French As A Second Language Award

Chantou C.

SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
Hip! Hip! Hooray! Our Scholastic Book Fair is on the way! There will be books, books, books everywhere! There
will be posters, school supplies and so much more! Our Scholastic Book Fair will be held on Tuesday May 2, 13:30, Thursday May 5, 8:30-4:30 and Friday May 6, 8:30-3:30. 60% of our sales will come back to our school to
purchase books for our library. Save up your money and come out to our book fair! Parents and guardians are
welcome to come any time while the Book Fair is open.
Sincerely excited,
Mrs. Coons
Teacher-Librarian

EQAO-ATTENTION GRADE 3 AND 6 PARENTS

During the weeks of May 25-June 8, your child will be participating in the provincial EQAO test. This test is written
by every grade 3 and 6 student in Ontario. The dates of the testing will be May 27th, May 31st, Jun 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, &
8.
It is crucial that your child be present on test days. You are asked to please support the school during this time.
If a child is absent and misses most of the test, the school receives a "0" score for that child. The "0" score then
gets averaged into our overall score which does not help our average. ANYTHING that the child writes is better
than not writing at all. Please support us during this important time. We want to do well as a community and
show Ontario the great things that happen in our school.
A research project completed in Michigan actually showed that students who did not watch TV or play
video games on TV or the computer for two weeks had dramatic improvements in standardized test
results! Something to think about!

KIDS.NOW
We would like to welcome Grazia Liotti who is our Leader for the Kids.Now Leadership Program to be offered to
our Gr 6 Students on Tuesdays from 3:30-5. We are looking forward to the learning our students will take away
from this valuable program.

THANK YOU

Thank you for your continued hard work with your children. As the warm weather approaches (we hope) it
becomes increasingly difficult to have the children focus on their schoolwork. Continue to check the agenda
nightly, ask to see their homework, and be sure to get them to school on time each day. The work you do will
ensure success for your children. Please make sure they are also wearing the proper uniform pieces. Remember
only blue or white tops. No other colours are allowed.
Please send your child to school with closed-in shoes (no flip flops).
Non-marking running shoes are best since DPA/gym takes place daily.
Flip flops/sandals pose health and safety concerns.

PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE OPEN HOUSE

There will be an open house at the Precious Moments Boutique on Wednesday May 18th from 3:00-7:00 and
Wednesday June 1 from 3:00-7:00 pm at St. Mary’s Elementary School, 209 McNab St. N., Hamilton. They
have gently new and experienced Graduation and First Holy Communion dresses and suits are available to
students at no cost. Students and parents are welcome. First Come, First Serve. Contact Kelly DuffyKariam at 905-525-2930 ext. 2831
BAG2SCHOOL

Thank you to all students and staff who participated in our Bag2School Clothing Drive which is part of our
Platinum Ontario Eco School’s initiative. Thank you to all of our Community for taking part in this Stewardship of
Creation endeavor and for their contribution to our less fortunate brothers and sisters.

ECO NEWS

St. Marguerite d’Youville’s commitment towards ecological stewardship is rooted as part of our daily spiritual
connection with our faith when we live it out each school day. Making inspirational text connections with our
environmental initiatives and making informed choices are areas we highlighted this year for our students to
experience. We refer to The Green Bible: Understand the Bible’s Powerful Message for the Earth which
contains the writings of many role models who give us messages of purpose and inspiration. One such example
we used was given by Saint John Paul II when he concluded in his speech “Peace with God the Creator, Peace
with All of Creation: Message of His Holiness Pope John Pope II for the Celebration of the World Day of
Peace January 1, 1990, Vatican City” (p. 35 - 42).
“It is my hope that the inspiration of Saint Francis will help us to keep ever alive a sense of
“fraternity” with all those good and beautiful things which Almighty God has created. And may he remind
us of our serious obligation to respect and watch over them with care, in light of that greater and higher
fraternity that exists within the human family.” (Libreria Editrice Vaticana)
We as a green school community strive for our human family to live in harmony with the earth. Being a
successful ECOschool has been very important to our school community for the last ten years. We are again
preparing our Ontario EcoSchools certification in May which also includes a site visit from an EcoSchool’s
assessor and a Board team to verify our application and activities at school. We have collected documentation
throughout the year to provide evidence that the St. Marguerite d’Youville School Community has stretched Earth
Week into Earth Year starting from the first week of school in September. The Environmental Club has well over

170 members including these sub groups: Environmental Class Reps/Recyclers, Energy Saving Reps, HAT
Team Reps, Green Bin Reps and the Green Team Members. Throughout the year, our Eco initiatives (Power
Down -1/2 Lights Off at Lunch, Green Bins, Anti Idling), Recycling, Walk to School Contests, hallway displays,
daily Litterless Lunch Challenge, Earth Hour, Lights Outs Canada Day/Earth Day, greening activities, eco trips,
purchasing environmental resource materials and environmental based inclusion in curriculum were reflections of
our commitment in being a successful ECOschool. We will find out our Ontario EcoSchools certification results in
June. Let’s aim for PLATINUM!
Thank you to all the students and families for living out our gospel values in our environmental
stewardship activities this past year. “We have a responsibility to God’s Earth because it is the birthplace of
our humanity; it is our mother. The commandment “honour your father and mother” must now also
include the Earth: “Honour your mother, the Earth.” For the Earth has made possible our lives and our
salvation. Indeed, there is not salvation apart from the Earth”
(Care for Creation: A Franciscan Spirituality of the Earth p. 183).
Let’s continue to inspire all around us
to live as a family community and to take care of our home - Earth.
Ontario Eco Schools will be coming to assess our school at the end of May. Wish us luck as we are going for
Platinum Certification. Thank you to students and their families for their eco support this year.
SUPERPOWER YOUR SCHOOL STAPLES CONTEST

Thank you STAPLES!
Students and staff thank Staples for awarding our school the $25 000 Superpower Your School Contest win on
environmental projects. The surprise announcement during our Earth Day assembly left everyone in awe. We
thank them for their generous donation which will be used to purchase technology and digital resources. What a
wonderful way to celebrate Earth Week!

PLASTIC BAG GRAB CHALLENGE

Plastic Bag Grab Challenge
During Earth Week, April 18-22, our students collected 21,599 carry out plastic shopping bags as part of the
Recycling Council of Ontario’s “Plastic Bag Grab Challenge.” The challenge awards cash prizes to the elementary
school that collects the most plastic bags. Thank you to all parents, family and friends for helping us collect the
bags.
More than one billion plastic bags are handed out in Canada every year, the contest’s website claims. All can be
reused and recycled.
In addition to diverting plastic bags from landfills, St. Marguerite d’Youville has issued its own challenge to the
community to “SAY NO” to plastic bags.
HEALTHY CITIES: SCHOOLS & MUNICIPAL DESIGN WORKSHOP 2016

Congratulations to Francesca, Alessia, Matthew & Allison, Mrs. Hunt and the 2 parent volunteers who attended and
presented at the School and Municipal Design Workshop. The presentation ended off a great day!
The passion and leadership displayed by our students is truly making a difference and it is no wonder that our school is the
GREENEST school in Canada. The efforts and work related to safe school travel, eco and health initiatives and other related
projects puts our school and our School Board on the map!
Thanks for making a difference! Continue the fine work and continue to spread the GOOD NEWS!
We are proud of all the students who consistently share their learning experiences related to the environment. Continue to
be Stewards of the Earth!
ECHO BEACH-DÉJÀ VU THEATRE
The Grades 4-8 students went to Bishop Ryan High School on Wednesday April 27th to watch the musical drama.
Congratulations to Alina J. for a wonderful performance! Way to go!
GREENING PROJECT

For our May Crowning, we are asking for donations of flowers whether freshly cut or potted. We prefer the
students donate potted flowers so that the Green Team, students, staff and community volunteers can plant them
in our front gardens after the celebration. We hope to keep the flowers blooming for the coming months as a
reminder of this special celebration and time we spent together. Please bring the flowers in on Thurs. May 19th to
our office. If any parent/grandparent is interested in helping green the school please leave a message with the
office.
MORE ECO NEWS: RIDING BIKES TO SCHOOL

Bike to School Week May 30 – June 6 at St. Marguerite
Across Canada - in Vancouver, Halifax, Montreal, Calgary, Ottawa – students are celebrating cycling in May and
June. In the United States, the National Bike to School Day was established in 2012 and has grown to involve
over 2,600 schools.
In the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area, Bike to School Week was first celebrated in 2015 as a coordinated
campaign. 144 schools registered events and more than 16,000 students participated.
Bike to School Week expands on the success of Bike Month, and on inspiring initiatives among local schools,
school boards and community partners to encourage students to “walk and roll” to school.
The Health Action Team and EcoTeams urge everyone at St. Marguerite to ride their bikes to and from school that
week. Let’s minimize our carbon footprint and actively take a healthier mode of transportation to school! Let’s
ROLL!

MATH CHALLENGE
The following students were on our Math Challenge Team: Jackson B., Zizi S., Andrew C., Dominic S., Alexandra
C. and Jake M., these students spent Saturday, April 30th at Bishop Ryan Secondary School working on math
activities.
The students were confronted with difficult challenges and were able to meet and solve the many problems
throughout the day.
They represented our school in an excellent manner and bring home a chess game for our school. Two of our
students won prizes.
Congratulations are extended to our Team and thank you to Mrs. Parisse for coaching them!
CHESS TOURNAMENT
On Tuesday, April 26th over 160 students representing 31 elementary schools convened at Blessed Teresa of
Calcutta for the 39th Annual HWCDSB Chess Tournament. After countless hours of chess played at their home
schools, one student from each grade, 1 through to 8, was selected to play at the tournament. The tournament
kicked off at 4:30 pm with students grouped by grade into playing brackets. Competitors played in a round-robin
format and a winner emerged from each bracket and moved onto the final round until a champion and finalist
emerged in each grade. Congratulations to all of our participants, you all represented our school very well.
Congratulations are extended to Salam A. who won for the Grade 6 students
GRADE 6 CHAMPION: Salam A., St. Marguerite d'Youville
ONTARIO EXPANDS FREE DENTAL CARE FOR ELIGIBLE CHILDREN AND YOUTH

Newly Integrated Dental Program Makes It Easier to Access Services
More than 323,000 children from low-income families are getting free dental care through the new Healthy Smiles
Ontario program. Under the expanded program, Ontario is providing free dental care to help families raise
healthier kids. Children from low-income families can access free preventive, routine, emergency and essential
care from licensed dental providers.
Ontario has integrated six publicly funded dental programs into one, providing a simplified enrolment process and
making it easier for eligible children to get the care they need. These changes also mean that 70,000 more
children from low-income families have become eligible for free dental services.
Applicants can now sign up for this program online: www.ontario.ca/healthysmiles
You can also contact their local public health unit for information and support.
Research demonstrates that untreated oral health problems can affect a child's ability to eat, sleep and
concentrate in school, which can impact their growth and development.
The new Healthy Smiles Ontario program is part of Ontario's Poverty Reduction Strategy commitment to build
community capacity to deliver oral health prevention and treatment services to children and youth from lowincome families in Ontario.
Investing in dental care for children and youth is part of the government's plan to build a better Ontario through its
Patients First: Action Plan for Health Care, which provides patients with faster access to the right care; better

home and community care; the information they need to live healthy; and a health care system that is sustainable
for generations to come.
If you have additional questions please contact:
Hamilton. Public Health Services 110 King St -Dental Services
Phone Numbers: 905-546-2424 Ext 3789
Email: dentalclinic@hamilton.ca
For public inquiries call ServiceOntario, INFOline
(Toll-free in Ontario only)
1-866-532-3161
ontario.ca/health-news
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS
On April 22nd, we had a dress down day to promote Earth day. Everyone wore their arrangement of colours reflecting our
Earth.

Student council has been actively promoting Change for Change to alleviate poverty in Hamilton. The students
may continue donating spare change in their class. The top 3 classes with the most donations by May 10th earn
a dress down day.

On May 2 to May 6, we will celebrate Catholic education week. Our grade 7 and 8 student council, along with Mr.
Quaglia's grade 8 class will accompany Mme. Quaglia and Mrs. Frappa to the Cathollic Education opening
ceremony at Cathedral Secondary School.

On Friday June 2, we will have another dress down day in honour of Puddle Day. We are asking a toonie to raise
money for this cause. Everyone's contribution is well appreciated.

FRENCH CAFE

Our Grade 7 and 8 students are very enthusiastic to be assisting at our French Café. This will allow all to
celebrate and enjoy a treat in our Parisian Springtime ambiance. The French Café will take place on Thursday
May 12th in our school gymnasium. The classroom visits are as follows:
9:35 -10:15 -Ms. Rivera, Mrs. Clement, Mrs. Bellavia, Ms. Gera
10:30-11:10 - Mr. Morrison, Mrs. Mirra-Ammendolia, Mrs. Luca (Mrs. Berardi)
11:10-11:50- Miss.Bilanzola, Mrs. Simpson, Mrs. Krawesky
1:10 -1:50 - Mrs. Cowell, Mrs. Racanelli, Mrs. Reilly
2:05 - 2:45- Mrs. Moniz/Miss. Rogano, Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Parisse
Un grand merci to all who ordered their food in advance, and will support our Café on May 12th. Parents are
welcome to visit with their child during their assigned times. There will also be raffle prizes, carnations, souvenirs
and candy treats for sale. The Raffle draw will take place on Friday May 13th. Â bientôt!
PARKING AND ROAD SAFETY

Parents, please park your vehicles in the designated spots in the parking lot. Do not park along the
driveway leading to the playground/daycare. This is extremely unsafe and compromises the safety of our
children. We would appreciate your attention to this matter.
Please do not pull into the parking lot while the buses are loading or unloading.
Parents are also asked not to pull up in front of the school to drop your children off. Please park in the
parking lot or in designated parking spots around the school neighbourhood. Thank you for your
continued support.
All parents and guardians are requested to follow the safety guidelines for drop off and pick up of students. The
front of the school is not intended for parking at any time. This area MUST remain clear for school buses and
emergency vehicles and to allow for the smooth flow of traffic for parents/guardians to leave the designated
parking areas. The two designated handicapped parking spots must remain available to those with official signage
in their vehicles. All too frequently other parents are parking in these spots or blocking the access to these spots.
Please be considerate to others.
Be aware that the City of Hamilton, not just the HWCDSB, has a No Idling Policy. Vehicles should not be idling
while on school property. The reality is, there are not enough designated parking spots for all the parents to pick
up and drop off their children. Please consider walking to school with your child.
Thank you to the parents/guardians that respect the guidelines that have been established. Your support is greatly
appreciated. It is very disappointing that there are other parents/guardians that continue to need to be supervised
to ensure the safety of all.

THE ONE CALLED JESUS CARAVAN
The collection “The One Called Jesus”, a travelling art exhibition displayed inside a 53 foot trailer, brings the life of
Christ alive through an impressive and evocative collection of coloured clay sculptures. The sculptures are the
work of Maurice Gaudreault, a northern Ontario man who worked on the collection over an 18-month period in
1996-97. He died in August of 2000 at the age of 67.

This exhibit is very impressionable and it is a very powerful expression of our faith that without a doubt has
brought renewal and faith back to the many people who have seen it. This is a project that has gone on for 12
years simply because of the donations of those who have viewed the exhibition.
Each school hosts the event on site and schedules every classroom from JK to grade 8 for a 40 minute
presentation geared according to ages and curriculum. Five groups visit on a school day from 9:00 to 2:00.
Parents and parishioners from Corpus Christi Church can visit over the week-end, before the morning bell or
during lunch hour. The stories of Jesus come alive through the impressive collection of clay sculptures produced
by Canadian artist Maurice Gaudreault. It is an historical, reverent treatment of the life of Jesus.
We will be hosting this exhibition from Jun 2-7. Please mark the date in your calendar!
FOSTER PARENTING

FOSTER HOMES FOSTER HOPE!
GIVE THE GIFT OF LOVE
BECOME A FOSTER PARENT

HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED ADOPTION OR FOSTERING?
Upcoming Information Night
Thursday, May 12, 7:00 pm

St. Mary Catholic Secondary School – 200 Whitney Ave, Hamilton.
For more information and to register call:
(Adoption) Jocelyn at (905) 525-2012 ext. 3125 or by email jocelyn.jacobs@hamiltonccas.on.ca
(Fostering) Julie at (905) 525-2012 ext. 3280 or by email julie.vamos@hamiltonccas.on.ca
Visit our website at www.hamiltonccas.on.ca

MAY IS THE MONTH OF OUR MOTHER

May is the month dedicated to our Blessed Mother, Mary. It is also the time when we celebrate all mothers,
grandmothers, and those who are like mothers to us. We know how much love, and support they provide for us
and we are thankful for their guidance. Congratulations and thank you, to all our mothers not only on May 8th, but
also on each day of the year!
A Mother’s Love
There is no love, like a mother’s love,
no stronger bond on Earth…
like the precious bond that comes from God,
to a mother, when she gives birth.
A mother’s love is forever strong,
Never changing for all time…
And when her children need her most,
A mother’s love will shine
God bless these special mothers,
God bless them every one…
For al the tears and heartache
And for the special work they have done
Be thankful for all mothers,
For they love with a higher love…
From the power God has given,
And the strength from up above

Prayer for Mothers
Good and Gentle God, we pray in gratitude for our mothers and for all the women who have joined with
you in the
wonder of bringing forth new life. You who became human through a woman, grant to all mothers the
courage they need to face the uncertain future that life with children
always brings. Amen.

APRIL AWARD WINNERS

April Award Winners
Teacher’s Name

Christian Service
Award

Enthusiasm
Award

Excellence
Award

Healthy Habits
Award

Mrs. Simpson

Milana M.

Gwyneth H.

Ariana C.

Adriano P.

Mrs. MirraAmmendolia

Andrea O.

Maya F.

Isabella N.

Kristen D.

Mrs. Racanelli

Makayla R.

Aaliyah J.

Oviya G.

Alexander M.

Ms. Gera

Tyler W.

Nicolas P.

Trystan S.

Acacia B.

Mrs. Bellavia

Adam D.

Roman G.

Claire M.

Rhoss H.

Mrs. Berardi

Nicolas G.

Chinasa I.

Mateo Z.

Michael B.

Mrs. Hunt

Carlin J.

Odin S.

Clara V.

Caroline J.

Ms. Bilanzola

Layla G.

Spain N.

Joey M.

Ella A.

Mrs. Clement

Elisia M.

Nikolas J.

Isabella V.

Ashley H.

Mrs. Parisse

Thomas L.

Lewis N.

Adrian S.

Austin A.

Mrs. Krawesky

George M.

Myles J.

Dominik T.

Nyeema C.

Mrs. Cowell

Keyshawn N.

Daniel V.

Niko C.

Nation O.

Mr. Morrison

Marvin Y.

Charisse P.

Alexcia B.

Emily R.

Mrs. Moniz/Mrs.
Palmese

Maya M.

Samanth T.

Leah F.

Keith D.

Mrs. Reilly

Mariam Y.

Uchenna I.

Jake M.

Paulina S.

Ms. Rivera

Jenny A.

Keziah O.

Winston D.

Abagael H.

Mrs. Metcalfe

Chantou S.

Angelina S.

Marcus P.

Gia A.

Mr. Saranko

Vienna P.

Emma Lee F.

Patrick W.

Vivian D.

Mr. Quaglia

Brianna L.

Daniel M.

Sebastian A.

Briana B.

Mr. Divitantonio

Michael B.

Daniel C.

Monika W.

Junelle M.

MAY CROWNING

Please join us for our May Crowning Mass, on Friday May 20th, at 10:30 am in our school gym. All parents and
family members are welcome to attend. Our First Communicants and our Confirmandi will be presenting the
Liturgy. We are asking for donations of plants and flowers to decorate the statue of our Blessed Mother.
CYO NEWS

As we dive into the Junior and Senior boys' volleyball playoff season, we reminisce on a wonderful regular
season. Both teams held their own and showed our guests and our supporters what the Mighty Mustangs are
made of. Great development and team work, boys! Good luck on your playoff adventure!
We would also like to thank everyone for their ongoing support throughout the regular season and the beginning
of the playoff season!

Our spring cross country team has commenced it's season. The Cross Country meet on Monday, May 16th at
Marydale Park. We thank all who are participating and who will proudly represent St. Marguerite.
Promptly following the official completion of the volleyball season, we will begin tryouts for Track & Field which will
take place on Wednesday, June 8th at Mohawk Sports Complex.
Fun-filled and plain old craziness in our midst but nothing which the Mighty Mustangs can't handle.!
SCRIPTURE READING

The Intermediate Scripture Reading Event enhances the children’s celebration of the Word of God in a visible,
active manner. This event provides an opportunity for intermediate students to become more familiar with
Scripture and more comfortable proclaiming (reading) the Word of God in a public forum. The HamiltonWentworth Unit of O.E.C.T.A. in cooperation with the Trustees from the Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District
School Board both sponsor this event to promote excellence in our elementary students. The event will be held at
7:00 pm on May 4th at Bishop Ryan High School.

Please join us in wishing the following students the best of luck as they represent our school at the Intermediate
Scripture Reading Event are: Naomi U, Danvi K, and Helen K
FROM THE OFFICE OF MRS. SMITH,
SPECIAL EDUCATION RESOURCE TEACHER
Good study habits always ensure higher grades. A few minutes a day reviewing daily notes will help with
understanding and also bring up questions on aspects the children do not fully understand to ask their teacher
well before a test situation.
Here are some websites to aid your child’s learning:
www.mathk8.nelson.com/ Nelson site with numerous activities
http://cemc2.math.uwaterloo.ca/mathFROG/ Canadian money and other activities
www.starfall.com A systematic phonics approach with phonemic awareness practice
www.ixl.com Provides basic mathematical concepts from JK to grade 8
www.coolmath4kids.com Provides help with a variety of mathematical skills
Once again, the H.W.C.D.S.B is offering FREE licences for SuccessMaker: Math Program. This is an online
program for students in grades 1-6. It is a great way for students to enhance their math skills and reinforce
concepts. To register, please email: hwcdsb.successmaker16@gmail.com by Friday May 6th – indicate your
child’s name, school, and grade. A parent meeting will also be held on Monday May 6th at 6:30 at the Nicholas
Mancini Centre (44 Hunt Street, Hamilton).
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Mrs. Smith at the school.
GRADE 8 SUMMER TRANSITION COURSE
The Grade 8 Transition Program is a fully interactive program taught in a high school with an emphasis on
providing a snapshot of the Grade 9 secondary experience. It is taught by high school teachers and focuses on
preparing students for major differences between their elementary experience and their upcoming high school
journey. Register at www.stcharles.ca and click onto the Summer school registration link.

LEAVING/TRANSFERRING SCHOOLS

If your child will not be returning to St. Marguerite d’Youville School in September because you are relocating –
you are asked to call the school so that the appropriate paperwork can be done. The sooner you call the better.
Thank you for your co-operation.

TRIPS/VOLUNTEERS
All students must have trip forms signed properly in all areas and handed in to the teacher in order to attend a trip.
If the notes are not signed in all areas, students will not be permitted to attend. Trip forms are given out well
in advance. NO CALLS HOME WILL BE ACCEPTED AS VERBAL PERMISSION. Parent Volunteers for trips or
helpers in the school must have an up to date Police Check. No volunteers are accepted if this is not done and in
place. This is BOARD POLICY!

SCHOOL CELEBRATIONS

May Crowning
Graduation
Closing Mass

Friday May 20 @ 10:30 pm in School Gym
Monday June 20th at Michelangelo’s Banquet Centre
Wednesday June 29 in our school gym

MAKING FRIENDS

Friendships are important for children to feel good about themselves, and to learn skills they will need all through
life. Here are some things you can do to help your child make friends:






Encourage behaviours at home that they would need in a friendship, such as sharing, using kind words,
saying, “I’m sorry”, and taking turns.
Support your child in being involved in activities with other children. Try Brownies, Cubs, a sports team, or
a program at a recreation center.
Give your child ideas for solutions to problems and allow him or her to try out different ways to deal with a
problem. For example, teach your child to use “I” messages like
“I feel left out when you don’t let me play with you at recess.”
Involve your child in team/group games or sports where there is cooperation, and learning about winning,
losing, and being a team player.

April 2006 revision of Healthy Kids Newsletter (Jan 2000)
Written by Hamilton Public Health Services in 2006. The article may not be altered or edited.

SUN SAFETY

Children are more vulnerable to the sun because a child’s skin is thinner, more sensitive and therefore less
protected against the penetration of ultraviolet rays. To avoid the harmful effects of the UV rays, the following
practices may help:









Select shaded areas for outdoor activities. Shade can reduce UV rays by 50% or more.
Wear a broad-brimmed hat, sunglasses, and clothing with a tight weave, including a long-sleeved shirt and
long pants if spending a long time in the sun.
Use a sunscreen product with a Sun Protection Factor (SPF) of at least 30. Make sure it has both UVA and
UVB protection. Apply it 15 to 30 minutes before going out in the sun. Pay particular attention to areas most
exposed (e.g. face, neck, shoulders, back, knees, tops of feet). Re-apply after vigorous activity, swimming, or
excessive sweating.
Set an example by following sun protective behaviours yourself.
Avoid exposure to the sun without protection, especially between 11 am and 4 pm during the summer months.
Daily sun protection is recommended from April to September.
Be aware that certain medications can make the skin more sensitive to UV rays. Consult with your physician
if in doubt about the medication you are taking.
Check the daily UV Index forecast. It helps determine your sun protective options for the day.

Sources: Health Canada, “It’s Your Health”, August 2005, www.hc-sc.gc.ca,
Canadian Dermatology Association “Sun Facts”, 2005, www.dermatology.ca
Written by Hamilton Public Health Services in 2006. The article may not be altered or edited.

GERM BUSTING

Hand washing is the most important way to reduce the spread of germs, including germs that cause cold and flu.
When and how kids wash their hands is very important
5 steps to cleaner hands






Wet hands under warm, running water
Count to 10 or sing “The Alphabet Song” or “The Happy Birthday Song” while rubbing liquid soap all over
Count to 10 while rinsing under running water
Dry hands with paper towels
Turn off tap with paper towel

DISCIPLINE: POSITIVE APPROACHES=CO-OPERATION

Parents often tell children what not to do. ―Stop! ―Don’t do that! But discipline also requires teaching children
what they should do. Try to:

Beth at soccer

practice!

Wordiness is confusing and can lead to arguments.
s. ―Have your chore done by six o’clock.
n off the game in two minutes.
PARENTING TIP OF THE MONTH

We all make mistakes and as parents we can teach our children that mistakes are opportunities to learn. Teach
your child to use the “Three R’s” of recovery after they make a mistake:
Recognize their mistake.
Reconcile with a willingness to say they are sorry.
Resolve by focussing on solutions instead of laying blame.
When we model the “Three R’s” everyone learns!
BUILDING RESPECT

Teach respect by example.
Respect isn’t something parents simply teach. They must also show it. When you demonstrate how respect looks,
you are helping your child become respectful himself. Remember: Respect and obedience are different. Your child
may obey you out of fear. Showing respect for you is healthier and more meaningful. To demonstrate respect, be:
Polite Say please, thank you and excuse me when talking to your child.
Kind Don’t insult or belittle your child. Making a mistake doesn’t mean they are ―worthless.
Compassionate Never purposely embarrass your child or tell jokes at their expense.
Fair Don’t judge or punish your child before learning the facts.
Dependable If you tell your child you’ll do something, do it. Also admit what you can’t do.
Honest Little white lies may chip away at your child’s respect for you.
A leader When you see poor behaviour on TV, talk about it. Help your child to see how disrespect can lead to bigger
problems.

Tips and Tools for Parents
10 Tips to help your child with writing
Tips for kindergarten to grade 3
1. Read from a variety of sources. Reading and writing are linked – success in one supports success in the other. Read
stories, newspapers, advertisements, instructions, etc. to your child every day and then discuss what you have read.
2. Encourage your child to write. Children love to make their own birthday cards, write thank you notes, make place
cards for the table, or send an email to a friend. Save old cards from birthdays and holidays to recycle for
homemade cards. Whenever possible, let your child see you writing – grocery lists, instructions on the family
whiteboard, emails, etc. – and get them to help.
3. Writing can be done anywhere. Have lots of magnetic letters or words on the fridge. Get a box of chalk and write
your names on the driveway or sidewalk. Get a white board – it can be used again and again.
4. Play writing games. Make a game of letter finding. Show them how to form a letter and then go letter hunting in
your house or in a book – count the number of "Ds" on a page. Find a picture they like and have them write words
or a sentence about it.
5. Help children build their vocabulary. Try rhyming games starting with one word such as "mat". Say and write down
all the words that rhyme, like "cat", "hat", "fat" and "splat". You'll be surprised how fast their word list grows.
6. Explore the meaning of words. Create a word book at home and have your child add words as they're learned.
Have them note the words they use the most and talk about why.
7. Write to each other. Write notes to your child and leave them in interesting places, like the lunch box. Ask them to
write a reply or come up with something new. If they have their own email, email each other. Have kids email jokes
to family and friends.
8. Don't limit what you write with or what you write on. The sky's the limit – pudding, sticks or fingers in mud, earth,
snow and sand, sparklers, steamed up windows and mirrors, and bubble soap markers for some sudsy learning.
9. Writing comes in all shapes and sizes. Point out different ways writing is used – letters, signs, advertisements,
instructions – and explain why they are different. Also point out different ways letters are created – printed, cursive
(written) and fancy variations. Let them be inspired to create their own letter art.
10. Start writing at an early age. Children often learn to write before they can read. Encourage this by showing them
how to print their name or the names of friends and other family members. Buy them notebooks with lines so they
can learn to make their letters correctly or a practice book with letters they can trace.

Tips and Tools for Parents
10 Tips to help your child with writing
Tips for grades 4 to 6
1. Read from a variety of sources. Reading and writing are linked – success in one supports success in the other. Read
stories, articles, ads, instructions, etc. to your child and then talk about what you have read.
2. Be a writing role model. Let your child see you writing when possible – letters, work assignments, letters to the
editor, email. Help your child to understand about writing for different purposes like short stories, poems, letters,
etc. Make sure they see all different types of materials such as books, magazines, newspapers, comic books and
illustrated novels.
3. Get children to write on their own. Capturing the day's events on paper or creating a story or poem is a great way
for children to develop their own writing style. Let them write about their interests – it doesn't matter what the
subject is.
4. Encourage your child to write down ideas. A journal or diary is a simple way for kids to keep track of their thoughts
or feelings. They can write about things that happened at school, on TV, news stories, pictures, sports, and
activities. Journals can be purchased at the dollar store in a variety of sizes with different covers. Or for a special
occasion, get one with a lock for private thoughts.
5. Keep writing sessions short. When your child has a writing assignment, help to schedule brief periods of writing
rather than trying to write it in one go. Help create an outline before putting pen to paper.
6. Cyberspace writing. Encourage your children to write emails to or instant-message with family and friends. If they
have their own email address, write emails to each other.
7. Computers can be a writer's best friend. Though we all feel that kids may spend too much time on the computer,
there are some great games that help kids develop their writing skills by allowing them to create their own stories
and books. Look for "parent approved" on the packaging in stores and in the library.
8. Encourage your child to talk it out. Writing mistakes can often be easily caught by reading stories out loud.
9. Listen and talk to your children. Help your child talk about what, where, when, how and why as they are preparing
to write about something. If your child seems stuck, ask what the problem is and talk about it.
10. Play games and do puzzles with your child. Games such as Junior Scrabble®, word finders or crossword puzzles that
involve creating and using words are a great way to develop word vocabulary. Keep a dictionary handy.

St. Marguerite d’Youville’s Walk/Run4Change in Support of Start2Finish
Our school has been invited to join hundreds of school boards and students across Canada who are participating in
the National Run4Change being held at Bayfront Park on Wednesday, May 18th. This is an opportunity for your child
to have fun, get fit, develop character, and help to eradicate child poverty for the 1 million Canadian children who
live at or below the poverty line.

A number of our students, along with their teachers and other volunteers, will participate in a run or walk at Bayfront
Park while the rest of the school will participate in our school yard.
Start2Finish is dedicated to breaking the cycle of child poverty by providing ongoing educational support to
Canada’s at risk children throughout their school years, nurturing mind, body and social health so they are
empowered to succeed and become role models for change. Funds collected through the Run4Change will directly
benefit Start2Finish programs in our community. For more information about the Run4Change or Start2Finish,
please visit: www.run4change.net.
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