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Spiritual Reflection

Each and every day prayer is an important part of our
school day. It is very necessary to pray because it brings
comfort and peace to our busy lives. Please take time to
pray for the new school year.

Prayer Corner
Please try to take time daily to pray as a family.

As we enter into the month of October, we focus our attention on the virtues of gratitude and
justice. Our quote for the month of October is from Psalm 118:24, “This is the day, the Lord has
made, let us rejoice and be glad.” We are so blessed to have publicly funded Catholic schools for
our children to attend. We thank God every day for the gift of education and a place to gather to
enrich and nurture our future.
Our Catholic Social Teaching is Preferential Option for the Poor and Vulnerable. October is a
month in which many celebrate the harvest. The time and effort throughout the year is evident in
the harvest. As we begin our second month at school this year we, too, can take stock of what we
have done to grow in our life. We continue to be called to be the “Salt of the Earth and Light of
the World.”
We dedicate time this month to Thanksgiving. Thanks for all the blessings God has bestowed on
us. Thanks for health, happiness and time with each other. God has given us so much as evidence
of His love for us and we are called to share that love with others both close to us and who are
less fortunate. As we gather around our tables may we recall the “Thanks” and the “Giving.”
During this time of Thanksgiving, we are reminded of our many blessings: a Catholic community,
which is supportive and positive, a skilled and dedicated staff, and energetic and responsible
students. We have so much to be thankful for both at school and within our families and
communities. We are sincerely grateful for the teachers at St. Marguerite d’Youville Catholic
school for their continued commitment to Catholic education. Happy World Teacher’s Day!
May each of our families continue to be blessed with the Lord’s bountiful goodness and abundant
love.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Prayer to Our Lady of Fatima
O Most Holy Virgin Mary, Queen of the most Holy Rosary, you
were pleased to appear to the children of Fatima and reveal a
glorious message. We implore you; inspire in our hearts a
fervent love for her recitation of the Rosary. By meditating of
the mysteries of the redemption that are recalled therein,
may we obtain the graces and virtues that we ask, through
the merits of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Redeemer.
St. Marguerite d’Youville, Pray for us.
Amen.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK

September is always a very busy month in the school year when we take a good look at the past and strive to improve in
the areas of routines and work habits to achieve another successful year. We thank you sincerely for ensuring your
children’s smooth transition.
At this time, we have settled into the rules and routines of school and are beginning to engage in our learning goals,
success criteria and meaningful and timely descriptive feedback to ensure that our children have the support they need to
succeed. It is essential to keep the communication and support of our children at school and home consistent to ensure
success.
October is the month of the rosary. To commemorate this, we will be reciting a decade of the rosary, each day, as part of
our daily prayers.
As Catholic Educators, we are constantly striving toward the goal of being closer to Christ. Part of that process involves
working to develop compassionate relationships. We all need to work together as partners to consistently encourage our
children to follow the Example of Jesus. We are continuing to be display Enthusiasm in every task we undertake and we
will continue to strive for Excellence, working to the best of our ability. To this end our interactions with others should be
of a positive nature. Together we encourage all students to keep our motto in mind: WHERE FAITH AND KNOWLEDGE
MEET!
Thank you to all of the staff, students and volunteers who helped with our Meet the Staff BBQ. A special thank you is
extended to Harvey’s and their crew for preparing the tasty burgers and hot dogs our school community were able to
enjoy! It is through collaboration with all partners in education that St. Marguerite d’ Youville will continue to develop our
students to be critical thinkers who know what the right choice is to make and who can lead others to follow in the path
of Christ.
Thank you to the many parents who attended our September Meet the Staff BBQ and had the opportunity to speak to the
staff. Your support of the staff by your presence is certainly very much appreciated. We received many positive
comments about the cleanliness of the school and the efforts to prepare the classrooms for the children. Thank you for
your kind words and support you have demonstrated.
As we move into the second month of school many activities are planned by the staff to provide your children with
excellent opportunities for learning new skills and enhancing existing skills. Please ensure that the daily review and
signing of your child’s agenda becomes a routine to strengthen the communication between home and school.

ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLES FEAST DAY

October 16th is the Feast Day of St. Marguerite d’Youville

St. Marguerite d’Youville is regarded as the Universal Mother of Charity, a woman who left her imprint on us and
inspired others to follow her example of unselfish love and devotion in helping those in need. She founded the order of
the Grey Nuns in Quebec and was the first native Canadian to be declared a Saint by Pope John Paul II.
In showing reverence to St. Marguerite this month, we encourage our students to be more like her. We want everyone to
show compassion, respect and love for one another and learn by her example.
We also encourage our students to say a prayer to her every day. Here is the beautiful prayer we pray at school each
morning.
Prayer to
St. Marguerite d’Youville
St. Marguerite d’Youville,
you had a listening ear,
a compassionate heart;
your life, truly a living Gospel,
inspires our actions.
Lend us your eyes
that we may discover
the most urgent needs of our times.
Lend us your ears
that we may hear
the cries of pain and distress.
Lend us your hands
that we may dress wounds
and alleviate pain.
But most especially,
Lend us your heart,
that we may manifest God’s tenderness
through our boundless love.
Beseech the Father to give us
as He did to you,
a dauntless faith,
an invincible hope,
a universal charity.
Amen.
We will be celebrating our Patroness’ Feast Day at school beginning with a prayer service in the Gym on Friday, October
14 at 10:30 am. All parents and relatives are welcome to attend.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER Samuel F. Pugh
“O God, when I have food,
help me to remember the hungry;
When I have work,
help me to remember the jobless;
When I have a home,
Help me to remember those who have no home at all;
When I am without pain,
Help me to remember those who suffer,
And remembering,
Help me to destroy my complacency,
Bestir my compassion,
And be concerned enough to help;
By word and deed,
Those who cry out for what we take for granted.
Amen.”

Wishing you and yours a very Happy Thanksgiving! Enjoy the family time and don’t forget to give thanks for all of your
many blessings!
WALK WITH CHRIST PILGRIMAGE

All community members are welcome to join us on our Pilgrimage to assist in raising funds to support projects currently
underway in Haiti, Uganda and the Dominican Republic. A number of St. Marguerite d’Youville intermediate students and
their families will be participating. Your gift of sponsorship and participation will assist in helping those who are less
fortunate than us.
Sunday October 16th, 2016 - 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
START LOCATION: Cathedral High School (mass)
WRAP UP: St. Anthony Daniel’s Elementary School- School Bus to take all back to original pick up location
If you would like to join the Pilgrimage, just call Mrs. Spatazzo to be added to the list.
NEWS FROM THE PEWS

SARCRAMENTAL PREPARATION: IMPORTANT DATES
CONFIRMATION
Our Grade 7 students will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation on Saturday November 5th at 10:00 am at the
Cathedral of Christ the King. Our students will be able to walk through the Holy Door of Mercy in this year of Mercy. The
Staff will be sending more information regarding the Confirmation very soon. We will be celebrating with Corpus Christi
School. Bishop Tonnos will be presiding at the Mass.

RECONCILIATION AND FIRST HOLY COMMUNION
Gr 2 Reconciliation will be on Saturday, February… at 10:30 am at Corpus Christi Church. We will be celebrating with St.
John Paul II
First Holy Communion will be on Saturday, May 27th at 10:30 am at Corpus Christi Church. A parent meeting will be held
on Thursday, February for all parents

Mark these dates on your calendar!
More details and information will come closer to the date. We look forward to being a part of your child’s spiritual
journey with Jesus. Please continue to keep our Grade 7 and Grade 2 students in your daily prayers as they prepare for
these very important Holy Days in their lives.
CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

Catholic School Council would like to welcome all staff, students and their families back to the new school year. St.
Marguerite d' Youville Catholic School Council is committed to ensuring all students have the resources and support to
reach their academic potential. Our committee will continue in working together to create an environment for the
students and community to flourish in.
The Catholic School Council for 2016/2017
Chair: Rosie Topic
Co Chair: Deanna Modaffari
Treasurer: Kelly Braccio
Secretary: Dana Lauricella
Councillors: Grace Delmonaco, Edoardina Gagliano, Joanne Kerepcich,
Shane Venturelli
Teacher Representative: Ms. Bilanzola, Mrs. Giro, Mrs. Hunt, Mrs. Smith
Non-Teaching Representative: Mrs. Nunes
Principal: Mrs. Frappa
Vice Principal: Mrs. Zampini
Principal Intern: Mr. Quaglia
There is still room for two more councillors. If you are interested in becoming a member of the council you can put your
name forward by calling Mrs. Spatazzo. If we have more than 2 parents interested, then a secret vote will be taken at the
meeting. Come out and be part of the team.
Next Catholic School Council meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 11 at 6:30 pm in the school library. All parents are
welcome to attend. Hope to see you there! The Catholic School Council is looking forward to working with everyone to

make this a great year for our children. Please feel free to bring any ideas or suggestions forward to any of our Catholic
School Council Representatives.
MESSAGE FROM OUR CSC CHAIR
Hello and Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! My name is Rosie Topic and I have been elected once again as the St.
Marguerite d’Youville Catholic School Council’s Chairperson.
For those who may not know, every school has a Catholic School Council and as a parent of a child attending St.
Marguerite, you become a member automatically!
The purpose of School Council is to provide an advisory and supportive role to the Principal and the rest of the
Administration Team with regard to planning, communication and school programming. Our Catholic School Council
meets a few times throughout the year to inform parents of, and discuss, school events or issues of concern.
Catholic School Council is also about volunteering. In order to host the various fun and educational events throughout the
year for our children, we rely on volunteers. Attending Catholic School Council meetings also helps inform us about ways
in which we can volunteer.
On a personal note, I find that volunteering not only enriches my life, it helps build the connection between myself and
my child; it is known that when parents are more involved with their children and their education, children succeed!
Everyone benefits!
Some of the events coming up this year for which we are looking for volunteers include Pizza Fridays, Fundraising,
Teacher Appreciation Potluck, Christmas Store, Family Dance/Silent Auction and Shrove Tuesday.
We understand that your lives are very busy and that often times, childcare is an issue in preventing Parents from
attending the meeting. This year, once again childcare during the meetings in the evening will be available. We hope
more Parents will attend our meetings.
The dates for all of the meetings for this school year are:
Tuesday, October 11 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, November 8 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, December 13 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, January 17 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, April 18 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, May 9 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Tuesday, June13 at 6:30 in the Learning Commons
Light refreshments are provided at each meeting and there is a draw for a door prize!
In closing, we, the Executive members of Catholic School Council and our Administration Team, welcome and encourage
you to come to the meetings and to assist with volunteering. We thank you sincerely and look forward to meeting with
you!
If you have any questions, concerns or ideas that you would like to share, please do not hesitate to contact me by leaving
your name and number with Mrs. Spatazzo at the office and I will be more than delighted to assist you. Thank you and
may you have a wonderful and successful school year!
Sincerely,
Rosie

CATHOLIC SCHOOL COUNCIL FOOD DAYS

Food Days:

Pizza days will begin on Friday, October 14th. The order forms for 5 weeks of pizza will go home on Monday, October 3rd
to be returned on Friday, October 7th. NO late orders will be accepted! Pizza days will be every Friday (unless PA DayThursday) at the cost of $2 per slice.
SCHOOL FOOD FUNDRAISER

We will be having a sub day on the last Wednesday of the month. We will have our first sub day on Wednesday, October
26th. Order forms will be coming home Monday, October 17th with the return date of Friday October 21st.
SCHOOL FUNDRAISER

St. Marguerite d’Youville is currently running a fundraiser to generate extra funds for our Nutrition Program, to purchase
a new sound system as well as top up technology. The campaign starts on Oct.3 and runs until October 17th. Product will
be delivered the week of November 21. You can get a head start on your Christmas Shopping. Thanking you in advance
for your support.
SCHOOL ON-LINE PAYMENT

Once again, families are encouraged to register on the online payment system. Last year, we received many positive
comments from parents as to the convenience of using the system in making payments for pizza, trips and other forms of
school related purchases. Schools across the province have adopted this parent-friendly method of payment, some with
up to 80% and 90% participation. You can now access the system via a link on our school website (stmdy.hwcdsb.ca).
Please follow the registration prompts provided.

For safety and efficiency reasons, we want to reduce the amount of cash and cheques coming into our school. We are
asking parents to please take 5 minutes to register, by following the steps below. Once you are registered online, you will
begin receiving emails about upcoming events.
Here is a one minute movie clip that will give you a brief overview of the registration and online shopping experience.
http://www.kevsoftware.com/movies/ParentRegEnglish/
Register Online:
Step 1: Please click on this link: https://hwcdsb.schoolcashonline.com
Step 2: Register by selecting the “Get Started Now” and following the steps.
Step 3: After you receive the confirmation email, please select the ‘click here’ option, login and add each of your children
to your household account.
Note: If you have already registered with us in 2014-15, there is no need to re-register. Just ensure that all new students
to the school are added to your account profile.
THE CLASSROOM WITH THE HIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF FAMILIES REGISTERED ONLINE WILL RECEIVE A PIZZA PARTY !
LET’S ALL GET REGISTERED!
PEDICULOSIS (LICE)

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board (HWCDSB) is committed to ensuring that all reasonable efforts
are made to protect the health and well-being of our students by creating awareness of head lice and preventing
and\or minimizing the spread of head lice in the schools.
Head lice are wingless insects that live only on the scalp of human beings. They cannot fly or jump, and they are not
found on cats, dogs or any other household pets. The bites from head lice can cause itching and scratching. Scratching
may cause sores which can get infected. When children play, their heads often touch. Lice crawl from head to head. Head
lice are spread by direct head to head contact only. (Facts of Lice, 2003, Hamilton Public Health and Community Services
Department)
Based on the current medical research, it is essential that head lice be treated with two applications of an approved
treatment seven days apart.
Procedures for when Head Lice is identified:
1) Parents/guardians of students identified with head lice will be notified by the school and will be required to seek
treatment for the child.
2) Parents/guardians are required to complete the first application of an approved treatment prior to the student
returning to school.
3) Parents/guardians are required to complete the Verification of Treatment form and return it to the school when the
student returns following the first application of an approved treatment.
4) If the Principal has concerns that an individual case of head lice is an indication of a larger concern, the Principal may
consult with the school’s designated social worker.
5) All parents/guardians of students in a class in which a student or students are found to have head lice will be notified.
6) A school may designate a specific day or days for screening all students for head lice, using trained resource persons.
7) Parents are reminded to take responsibility to check their child’s hair frequently and to co-operate by administering an
approved treatment recommended by a pharmacist or medical practitioner when needed.

Note: Outbreaks of head lice among school children are a common occurrence. If your child has lice, please call the office
and report it so that we can follow up in a timely fashion. Your call will be kept confidential. For help dealing with lice, call
the city at 905-546-2489. They can tell you more about their “Bug Buster” program.
FLU VIRUS

As the flu season approaches, please remind your child about proper hand washing and hygiene habits. Updates will be
posted on the Board website as well as our school website. Kindly take the time to read it over and make note of any
instructions. If your child displays flu-like symptoms, it is strongly recommended to keep your child at home in order to
prevent the spread of the virus. When reporting the absence to the office, please inform us if your child has flu-like
symptoms. Students will be reminded to wash their hands frequently, to cough/sneeze into the elbow and to avoid
sharing snacks and personal effects.
SUBSCRIBE TO OUR NOTIFICATIONS AND CASH ONLINE
Please sign up on our website to: "Subscribe to Updates and Notifications." There you will register by adding your email
address. By doing this you will receive all Updates and Newsletters sent directly to your personal email. Also, we
encourage you register for Cash Online. Trips, food days and other events can be paid online. Let’s try to live GREEN! We
are hoping all families will also use the Cash Online to pay for all trips, food days, etc. If you require help with this
endeavour, feel free to call Mrs. Spatazzo and she will arrange support as needed. We can provide the use of a computer
in our Learning Commons to help you get on board.
MANDITORY POLICE CHECKS
The Child Protection Act requires that all persons working with students, as employees and/or volunteers, need to obtain
a police check. If you plan to volunteer at the school or to attend class trips, please pick up a letter at the school office.
This letter will reduce the cost of the police check. Please note that this check may take 4-6 weeks.

PARENTAL PROTOCOL
We are always here to address your concerns, but please follow the proper protocol channels when seeking answers.
Your child's teacher is your first point of communication when needing clarification or when an issue arises with your
child in the classroom. Similarly, if there are concerns of a school wide nature, please feel free to contact the
administrative personnel to seek accurate information. Approaching issues calmly and respectfully always render more
positive results for all concerned.

SCHOOL FOCUS
We are focusing on the following items throughout the year.
each month:
Month
Catholic Social
Teaching
September
Human Dignity
October
Preferential Option
for the Poor and
Vulnerable
November
Promotion of Peace
December
Participation
January
Common Good
February

Please help us to teach your children the following things
Virtue
Reverence/Faith
Justice/Empathy

Peace/Conscience
Hospitality/Hope
Community/SelfControl
Compassion/Respect

March

Rights and
Responsibilities
Solidarity

April

Stewards of Creation

Joy/Love

May

Dignity of Work

Respect/Tolerance

June

Role of Government

Integrity/Fairness

Courage/Kindness

Catholic Graduate
Expectation
A Discerning Believer
A Self-Directed,
Responsible Lifelong
Learner
A Responsible Citizen
A Discerning Believer
A Responsible Citizen
A Collaborative
Contributor
A Caring Family
Member
A Reflective, Creative
and Holistic Thinker
An Effective
Communicator
A Responsible Citizen

ECO NEWS
HEALTH ACTION TEAM PLAYGROUND STENCIL LEADERS

On Monday, October 3, 2016, Ms. Campanella spent the day to train our HAT Team and the chosen class reps as
Playground Leaders. More information about this program can be found on the website where her contact information is
found:
Lynn Campanella
Playocracy (formerly Lettuce Make Thyme)
905 304 5903 www.playocracy.ca

THANK YOU TO THE FOLLOWING STUDENT HAT TEAM LEADERS
Teacher

Grade

HAT Member

Mrs. Bellavia

1

Andera B, Celina S

Mrs. Verrecchia

1

Kristen D, C.J. M

Ms. Bilanzola

1/2

Dimitrios C, Alexis M, Chloe B, Haylee H

Mrs. Hunt

2

Violet C, Ethan H, Bianca L, Joey M

Mr. Tittarelli

2/3

Gavin M, Lauren W, Alexis M, Elizabeth L

Mrs. Clement

3

Antonios C, Atheena K, Bianca S

Mrs. Cowell

3

Daniel D, Marc L

Mrs. Krawesky

4

Tiba A, Elisia M

Mrs. Zampini/Ms. Galvin

4/5

Breydan H, Nikolas J, Giancarlo M

Mr. Morrison

5

Francesca A, Julia D, Alessia D, Nevada
L, Alexis M

Mr. Czerniga

5/6

Matthew C, Niko C, Samantha D,
Allison, Jozo A, Victoria P

Mrs. Reilly

6

Anthony B, Samantha T

Ms. Rivera

6

Reagan G, Sarah G, Gabrielle P

Mr. DiVitantonio

7

Ava A, Alina J, Jaiden L, Giuliana M,
Maia M, Paulina S

Mr. Saranko

7

Daniela A, Abagael H

Mr. Quaglia

8

Julia A, Johnathan K

Mrs. Shea-Metcalfe

8

Vienna P, Savanna P

RAIN GARDEN
Our next eco-initiative will be working with Ms. Pike from BARC (Bay Area Restoration Council) in building a rain garden
next to our portables. The Grade 5/6 will be working with Green Venture on the education component with planning and
organizing the plants for the garden. These students will help the Green and EcoTeams plant the garden.
We thank everyone involved in making our school greener! We look forward in adding this garden to our existing
Biodiverse and Butterfly Gardens. Let us continue to take care of God's earth and respect it!

WASTE REDUCTION WEEK

Waste Reduction Week - October 17th – 21st

This week provides an excellent opportunity to encourage waste reduction in our school community and in our homes.
The goal is to reach ZERO waste. The Recycling Council and the National Waste Reduction Week Committee aim to
educate, engage and empower the public. The theme of Waste Reduction Week is meant to draw attention to the
importance of working towards ecological sustainability through waste avoidance and resource conservation. This
environment initiative is one of our targets this year as a Platinum Ontario EcoSchool.
We are happy to say that we have seen less of the one-time use of plastic water bottles in our weekly recycling. Signs are
posted around our school as visible reminders of our target - No Plastic Water Bottles. We are very close to reaching our
target of ZERO plastic water bottles on school property. With team work everything is possible. Thank you to all the
families for working with the school community.
Litterless lunches have been a part of St. Marguerite’s target for the last ten years. In fact, St. Marguerite won the Waste
Free Lunch Challenge sponsored by The Recycling Council of Ontario and Metro for the sixth time. Our school was one of
the top 20 schools in Ontario to gain this honour. We are the only school in Ontario to win this honour six years in a row.
Let’s aim for seven!!!!
We remind all of St. Marguerite’s students and staff to continue to maintain and always improve in their Eco endeavours
to minimize waste and recycling. We all know that our eco goals are only successful when the students, staff, parents and
families work together to help keep our earth healthy. Let us all work together to make this week successful and
improve our waste and recycling minimization to ZERO and continue to stretch this eco-friendly practice out for the
entire year!
We will continue to encourage everyone to participate in eating boomerang lunches and snacks. Again, we ask your eco
support in packing lunch, snacks and drinks in safe reusable containers and toting your trash home. Remember to read
the packages and try to choose eco-friendly products if buying packaged items. (Kool Aid Jammers, Lunchables and some
yogurt products are not recyclable. Only numbers #1,2,5,6,7 in the recycling triangle label are recyclable in our area.).
Left overs (peels, cores) can be put back in the students’ reusable containers to be added to the Green Bin at home as we
collect only brown paper towels and napkins in our Green Bins at school. Our students are very responsible citizens and
understand that any part of lunch that comes to school must go home. Many eat everything they bring and minimal
waste is seen in our garbage. Way to go everyone!
Let’s take Metro’s Waste Free Lunch Challenge again this year, waste not and WIN!
YELLOW DRESS DOWN DAY

It’s Yellow Day on Wednesday, October 5th!
On Wednesday, October 5th all students, staff and families are encouraged to wear Yellow and walk and bike to school.
We are again building another awareness campaign in partnership with Smart Commute from the City of Hamilton. The
top three classes with the highest percentage of bike riders will receive prizes from the City. We encourage parents and
families to use active transportation to school that day when bringing their children to school. Let’s minimize our carbon
footprint in this community.
We hope to take a photo of everyone, St. Marguerite style. We thank Mr. Don Henderson from the HWCDSB who will be
recording/photographing students on their way to school (on school property) using a drone to photograph and
videotape the day. He will also be at the school early in the morning photographing and videotaping our entry.

We will also have another representative from the HWCDSB taking photos and interviewing our families and children
regarding our ECO initiatives.
Be sure to walk or ride your bike to school and join in the festivities!

Thank you also to Mr. Vikram Hardatt from the City of Hamilton's Smart Commute in working with us on this awareness
campaign. We pray for great weather! Happy Yellow Day!

October 5th Wear Yellow Day Celebration
Riding to school on October 5th? Make sure you bring your safety gear! Join the party on October 5th to get a prize!
This equipment is required by law:
* Certified bike helmet – all cyclists under the age of 18 years must wear a helmet.
* Lights and reflectors – when riding in the dark, make sure your bike has a white light mounted on the front of your bike
and a red reflector on the back
* Working bell or horn
* Reflective tape – check that your bike has white reflective tape on the front forks and red reflective tape on the rear
forks
Walking to school is cool! Celebrate Wear Yellow Day on October 5th by wearing Yellow and walk or bike to school! It is a
great way to be active and to socialize with your friends at the PARTY taking place behind the school! It is good for the
environment too! More people walking means fewer cars on the road and less pollution.
Here are some tips to keep you safe when walking to and from school:
* Walk on the sidewalk whenever possible
* Wear reflective or bright coloured clothing on dark or cloudy days
* Cross at marked crosswalks or traffic lights
* Stop, look and listen for traffic
* Look at the driver and make eye contact. Cross after the car has completely stopped
* Always obey the crossing guard and crossing signals
* Take extra care in the rain and snow. Drivers may not see you. Cars take longer to stop on slippery roads
* Don't wear headphones, listen to music or use a cell phone
Walk a Block! Do your parents drive you to and from school? Walking is good exercise and can help you get better
grades. Even if you live far from school, there are still ways you can get some exercise on your way to and from school.
Try walking or cycling to school on October 5th to celebrate Wear Yellow Day and join the party before school! There will
be prizes!
* Ask your parents to park a little ways away from the school when they drop you off or pick you up so you can get a few
blocks of walking in.
* Try walking or riding your bike to school just one day a week on Walk or Wheel Wednesdays
* Make a walking school bus by asking your friends who live near you if you can walk to school together.
* Remember to walk safely by only crossing the street at crosswalks or with crossing guards and always obey traffic signs.
* Even if you’re going somewhere other than school, if it’s not too far try walking or riding your bike instead of driving.

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION NEWS

One pair of shorts, one jersey, one pair runners or cleats, a pinch of drive, a cup of spirit, a cup of skill, and a
sprinkle of Mustang flare. That, ladies and gentlemen, is the recipe to our next adventurous and fun C.Y.O sport
season. The student body who make up our teams for this season’s sports will strut their stuff on the field with
Junior and Senior Flag football, and on the Marydale Park trails with Fall Cross Country. The season has only
begun and the athletes are having fun and rearing to go. Go-o-o-o-o-o Mustangs!!!!

CYO CROSS COUNTRY MEET

St. Marguerite d’Youville’s Fall Cross Country Team
On your mark, get set, gooooooooooooooo MUSTANGS!!!!! Our school’s Cross
Country Team has been practising since September. We wish the runners who will be
attending the Marydale Park CYO System Meet on Tuesday, October
11th, luck, sunshine and speeeeeeeeeeeeed!

STUDENT COUNCIL
We would like to congratulate our 2016-2017 Student Council Representatives:
President: Vienna P. Vice President: Johnathan K
Grade 4 Representatives: Elisia M, Addison R, Breydon H, Isabella V
Grade 5 Representatives: Peace A, Sephora O, Nevada L, Lou C, Ella Z, Nvar A
Grade 6 Representatives: Marvin Y, Draya C, Joey R, Maya M
Grade 7 Representatives: Uchenna I, Rylan P, Elijah M, Jonah K
Grade 8 Representatives: Natalie P, Chichi I, Raquel D, Julia A
We have started our Thanksgiving food drive which will continue until October 7th. Students are encouraged to bring in
non-perishable food items such as rice, cereal, baby food, canned tuna, or hygiene products such as soaps, shampoo,
toothpaste etc. Let us show our St. Marguerite spirit by helping the less fortunate in our city.
On October 19th, the grade 7 and 8 council representatives accompanied by Mrs. Metcalfe will be attending the We Day
concert. We Day is a celebration of artists and youth making a difference in their local and global communities. Together
they offer the youth the tools and the inspiration to take social action, learn to empower others to transform lives. We
can all make a difference as we continue to raise funds for this cause.
On Monday October 31st, we will be celebrating our Halloween fun with our annual dance. Students may dress down in
appropriate costumes (please leave the masks and swords at home). In lieu of costumes, they may also choose to wear
orange and/or black colours. Our grade 8 dancers will perform their Thriller dance under the direction and leadership of
Ms. DiTrapani, Mrs. van Kester and Mrs. Metcalfe. More details will be communicated closer to the date. The cost is a
toonie $2.00 which will be donated to our Free the Children Campaign.

LEARNING COMMONS NEWS

“A Learning Commons is a flexible and responsive approach to helping schools focus on learning collaboratively…Within a
Learning Commons, new relationships are formed between learners, new technologies are realized and utilized, and both
students and educators prepare for the future as they learn new ways to learn.” Ontario Library Association, Together for
Learning. (2010) please feel free to contact Mrs. Coons, our teacher-librarian, if you have any further questions.
We have had to make an adjustment in Mrs. Coon’s schedule, as of Monday October 5, she will be at our school on
Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays.

PARKING/DROPPING OFF STUDENTS

As part of our new 2016 School Travel Plan, the parking lot will be off limits to
private vehicles and only available for school bus access and staff parking. We hope
this new strategy will alleviate parking issues and make the school grounds safer for
all. We know you will cooperate as you share our concern for the safety of our
children. The reason for this is to absolutely minimize vehicle movement in the
parking lot during times when students are entering or dismissing from school.

The safety of children is important to everyone in our community. Pedestrian activity is traditionally more prevalent in
proximity to schools particularly during morning arrival and afternoon dismissal.
Over the last several years, the high volume of motorists dropping off and picking up children at schools throughout the
city has increased, creating potentially unsafe traffic conditions. In an effort to improve traffic safety around schools,
various parking regulations have been enacted. Drivers are encouraged to obey these regulations to create a safer
environment for school children.

Parking
Thank you to the many parents and guardians who are respecting the school focus of ensuring students are able to enter
the playground safely when being dropped off and picking up children. For the most part drivers are being attentive,
respectful and understanding.
Use of Community Crosswalks
We work in partnership with community partners to keep our children safe. Recently, our crossing guard has made us
aware of a dangerous practice among parents and their children while making their way to school. Those parents
crossing their children in the middle of the street instead of walking the short distance to the cross walk are encouraged
to use the cross walk. Please remember that it is important that we be safe and model safe practices for our children.
Please cross where crosswalks are at all times.
VISITORS IN THE SCHOOL

When entering the school all parents, visitors and/or volunteers are to use the FRONT DOORS of the school only. We
appreciate your cooperation in identifying yourself and obtaining a Visitor Pass from the Main office when you visit the
school or arrive to take your child for a doctor's appointment, etc. If someone other than a parent (aunt, uncle, cousin,
neighbour etc.) is meeting your child at school, kindly let the school secretary know by note or phone call beforehand.
Unless a visitor pass is worn you are considered a stranger to the staff and students and, therefore, will be asked to report
to the office. Please remember to sign out upon your departure.
Parents who are dropping their children off in the morning or picking them up at the end of day are asked to wait outside
by the dismissal doors. For the safety of all, we ask that dogs and/or other pets not be brought onto school property.
To continue to ensure the safety of all our children please remember to report to the office and sign our visitors' book
when access into the building is granted. Please remember that when access is granted for a particular focus - eg.
helping in the classroom, preparing for a community event or lunch day, - that access into the school is restricted to
solely those activities and areas related to those activities.
Please do not take any liberties to roam the hallways or visit your children's classroom as this is highly disruptive to both
staff and students and will result in future
PRECIOUS MOMENTS BOUTIQUE CLOTHING DRIVE
The Hamilton Wentworth Catholic District School Board is once again collecting new and gently experienced First
Communion and Prom Dresses/Suits and accessories for the Precious Moments Boutique. These events are marked with
much excitement but also can pose a significant financial burden for many families in our community. Please bring
donations to your home school the week of November 7th, and thank you for your continued support. Information
regarding Open Houses for 20167 will be forwarded in the New Year. For information contact:
Kelly Duffy-Kariam School Social Worker 905-525-2930 Ext. 2831

CONCUSSION PROTOCOL

The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board (HWCDSB) recognizes that children and adolescents are among
those at greatest risk for concussions. The potential for a concussion is greatest during activities where collisions can
occur, such as during physical education (PE) class, playground time, or school-based sports activities. However,
concussions can happen any time a student’s head comes into contact with a hard object, such as a floor, desk, or
another student’s head or body.
Recent research has made it clear that a concussion can have a significant impact on a student’s cognitive and physical
abilities. Without identification and proper management, a concussion can result in permanent brain damage. Awareness
of the signs and symptoms of concussion and knowledge of how to properly manage a diagnosed concussion is critical in
a student’s recovery and is essential in helping to prevent the student from returning to learning or physical activities too
soon and risking further complications.
Please be advised that should your child be suspected of a concussion based on the signs and symptoms they are
presenting, this new Concussion protocol will now come into effect.
For more information on this protocol, please visit the Board's website under the Board tab, Policies and Procedures at
http://www.hwcdsb.ca.

INTERNATIONAL LANGUAGES
Current educational research indicates that learning or maintaining a second or third language has a positive effect on all
aspects of a child’s educational development. The focus of the Board’s International Languages Program is to offer an
opportunity to develop and/or maintain the ability to listen, speak, read, write and understand a new language or the
language of the home or heritage.
The Board offers free classes to elementary students in your vicinity. For information on schools in your vicinity offering
international languages, please refer to the flyer that is posted on the Board web site under International Language
elementary, or www.st.charles.ca

MEDIC-ALERT-NO CHILD WITHOUT PROGRAM IS AT OUR SCHOOL
The No Child Without program offers a free MedicAlert membership to students who attend our school and are between
the ages of 4 up to their 14th birthday. If your child has a medical condition, allergy or is required to take medication on a
regular basis, you should consider a MedicAlert membership through this program. MedicAlert is your child’s voice in an
emergency,
For further information come to the office for a brochure or go to www.nochildwithout.ca. To register your child you will
need a No Child Without brochure from the office. If your child is already part of the No Child Without program and there
have been changes to their medical condition, medications or emergency contact information, call MedicAlert at 1-866679-3220 to update your child’s file.

SCHOOL MASS

Our Opening School Mass will be on Thursday October 6, at 10:30 a.m. in our school gym. Please plan to
attend and celebrate with us as a Catholic community.

PROGRESS REPORTS

Your child will receive a Progress Report on Tuesday, November 15th. It will give you an indication of your child’s
progress in the essential Skills of Learning, such as Homework Completion, Independence and Cooperation with Others.
Parent Teacher conferences will take place on Thursday, November 17th from 4:30-8:30. A letter will be going home to
schedule your interview.

BUSSING

Thank you to our student bus buddies, and patrollers who have volunteered their time to help with our children. The
patrollers will be attending a training session on Thursday October 6th. Parents, you are asked to stress proper conduct
while your child/children ride the school bus. In order to maintain safety and order, students are to follow Board policy,
which includes:












being at the bus stop at least 10 minutes earlier than pick up times indicate
while waiting for the bus, students must not run around on private property, failure to respect private property
may result in the bus stop being moved to another location
when boarding and unloading the bus, students are to remain in a single line
remain seated at all times while the bus is in motion
obey the instructions of the school bus driver and bus patrollers to keep the bus clean
do not eat on the bus
do not touch emergency doors or exits
do not throw anything inside or out of the bus
never stick hands, head or feet or other objects out of the window
avoid excessive noise and rowdiness, or conduct which may distract the driver
keep aisles clear at all times

Riding a school bus is a privilege and behaviour that is unsafe may result in a suspension from riding the bus.
ATTENDANCE AND SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT

DID YOU KNOW?
A recent review of last year's attendance totals of all St. Marguerite d’Youville School students has shown that many of
our students have been absent at least 12 days per year. That means that half a month of a school was missed. These
are troubling figures. We know there are many reasons for absences (including illness) but regardless of the reasons, the
results and overall impact on student learning are unfortunately the same. The impact on student attitudes with respect
to the importance of school attendance is also affected.
Parents, and teachers a like, would agree that students need to attend school to succeed and that this attendance needs
to be daily. After all, would you feed your children one day, and not the next?
Research shows that missing 10% of the school year—18-20 days -correlates with academic difficulty. This percentage is
generally referred to as “chronic absence.”
Reports have shown that, "Achievement, especially in math, is very sensitive to attendance, and absence of even two
weeks during one school year matters."
Studies have demonstrated that chronic absence in kindergarten is associated with lower academic performance in first
grade for any student, regardless of gender, ethnicity, or socioeconomic status.
Other studies have shown that students who are chronically absent in the Early Years of schooling are more likely to fall
short of attaining reading proficiency by the third grade and more likely to have poor attendance in later years.

Chronic absence in later elementary grades is one of the best indicators we have that a student will drop out later in high
school. This is not what we want for any of our children.
Chronic attendance wreaks havoc on the entire classroom as teachers attempt to catch students up, sometimes delaying
instructional progress for everyone in that classroom.
Please note that this year we will be seriously addressing this issue of chronic absenteeism and we will be enlisting the
support of all stakeholders: teachers, parents, students, community agencies and experts to find positive measures of
improving overall school attendance and, hence, removing a significant barrier to success. Ultimately, our desire is to
work with families to improve a child's overall attendance so as to ensure that the road is paved more smoothly for
effective learning and success this year.
STUDENT UNIFORM POLICY

As you are aware all students JK to Grade 8 at St. Marguerite d’Youville School are required to wear the approved school
uniform as stated in the H.W.C.D.S.B policy. Students are reminded that they must wear navy or white collared shirts
(golf, polo or oxford type shirts). Blouses should have no lace or frills on girl’s collars or sleeves. Students may wear a
plain (no writing), white t-shirt underneath their uniform top. All tops must be crested (embroidered/sewn or ironed
on). Corduroy pants, cargo pants or any pants with large pockets are not acceptable. Shiny shorts are also not
acceptable. Koby pants have been an acceptable piece of uniform, but as soon as your child grows out of this item, you
are asked to not replace them as the Board is phasing this uniform piece out of circulation. Please continue to bring in
uniform items that no longer are in use at your home. We provide uniform items to students who need them, so thank
you for your donation. The cost of the Crests is $3.00 and are available from the office.

When purchasing your child’s uniform, please refer to the Uniform Policy which can be found in your child’s agenda or
on our website. Please read the policy carefully as it outlines the acceptable and unacceptable uniform items. A
reminder that at least one item worn must have a visible St. Marguerite Logo, either embroidered or with a crest
placed on the left side. These crests can be purchased at the school office for $3.00.

Mandatory School Uniform implies that all students arrive at school dressed appropriately and in adherence to the
Board and School Uniform Policy. Failure to do so shall result in consequences as outlined in the Uniform Policy.
Parents are asked to label their child(rens) clothing as we are already accumulating 'lost and found' items. Fleece, mesh,
cargo (large pockets in the front) or stretchy yoga pants are not permitted. Pants must be docker style. Shirts worn
under uniform tops must be white or blue as should be any sweater worn over a uniform top. At least one item worn
must have a visible school crest. Crests can be purchased at the office.
YOUR HELP IS REQUIRED IN MEETING OUR SCHOOL GOALS

Our school goals are to improve student achievement, improve attendance/punctuality, and promote healthy living in
our Catholic faith community. Please remember that we are a NUT SENSITIVE school. McDonald’s and other treats
should be saved to be enjoyed on the weekend so our students are packing & bringing with them to school a healthy
lunch.
We want to raise the bar and narrow the gap so that ALL students can achieve their full potential academically, socially
and spiritually.
Thank you for getting your child to school on time and on a regular basis. We appreciate the phone call when your child
is going to be absent or has an appointment. Thank you for respecting our security system and coming to the office upon
entry to our school. Together, we can make every minute of instruction count. We all know that students who attend
classes on time, on a regular basis, have a nutritious breakfast, snacks and bring healthy lunches to school with them,
feel better about themselves and are ready to learn. Teachers and staff can then do their part and together we help
raise a responsible child in our Catholic faith tradition.

SUPERVISION AND DROPPING OFF LUNCHES

Just a reminder to parents that school begins at 9:05 and supervision on the yard does not begin until 8:50. Please ensure
that your children are not at school until that time. Some parents are dropping off lunches to students in the school yard.
Please refrain from this practice and bring the lunches to the office. Although it is much better and less disruptive if your
child could bring their own lunch to school in the morning.
REPORT CARDS AND PROGRESS REPORT

There will be one Progress Report coming home on Tuesday, November 15th.
The first term report card will go home Wednesday, February 15th followed by the term 2 report card on Tuesday, June
27th.

MEDICAL ALERTS-ALLERGIES/ASTHMA

Just a reminder for parents who have students with allergies/asthma, please ensure all medical and parental permission
forms have been returned. Also, the school requires two epi-pens - one that your child must WEAR and the other as a
back-up in the school office.
FREE epi-pen waist packs are available through EpiPen Manufacture. Visit www.epipen.ca
To obtain a free waist pack: Go to the website, scroll down to the bottom and click on "Epipen Waist Pack Register Now".
Complete the required information and it will be sent to your house in 6-8 weeks.
ALLERGY WARNING!!! ANAPHYLAXIS ALERT/UPDATE

We have several students at our school with severe allergies to nuts. Please plan your child’s lunch with consideration for
the health and safety of these students. These students have allergies which can result in unconsciousness and
anaphylactic shock requiring immediate medical intervention. Please do NOT send any peanut/nut products to school.
Words cannot express the gratitude of the parents of those children. Also, please do not pack glass bottles in your child’s
lunch for obvious safety reasons.
All parents need to be aware that there are children in our school with a severe life threatening food allergy (anaphylaxis)
to peanuts and nuts. This is a medical condition that causes severe reaction to specific foods and can result in death
within minutes. Although, this may or may not affect your child’s class directly, we want to inform you so that you will
choose to send foods to school with your child that are free from nuts and nut products.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. Education and supervision are paramount in dealing with issues
regarding food allergies. Guidelines for all children include:
1. Review, recognize and understand the meaning of the no nuts symbol in our school.
2. No trading and sharing foods, food utensils and food containers.
3. Hand washing before and after eating is highly encouraged.
4. The use of food in crafts and class parties needs to be restricted due to the allergies of students.
In the interest of ensuring a safe school environment for all of our children, St. Marguerite d’Youville School asks that
parents send snack/lunches that are peanut/nut free. This requires extra vigilance and label reading on the part of the
parent initially, but it is our experience that over time, students also gain awareness of this issue from classroom
education as well as broader school initiatives. For more information on snack/lunch ideas as well as Birthday treats,
please refer to the school website at www.hwcdsb.ca
Please note that Tim Horton’s products are baked in a facility with nuts and are therefore not nut safe. Similarly, any
product which states “may contain traces of nuts” is also not a nut safe product and should not be sent to school as a
snack for your child. Letters will be sent home to children in classes where there are specific concerns which require the
support, understanding and cooperation of all parents and students. We thank you for keeping our school nut safe!
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation. For more information, please contact the office.
Birthday Celebrations/Classroom Celebrations

If you wish, you may send a special treat for your child’s birthday. Please remember that due to allergies, we can not
accept any baked goods. Therefore, only store bought treats with the no peanut/nut symbol will be allowed. Examples
of treats that may be sent are: Dare cookies, fruit snacks, Bear Paws, Nestle Chocolate Bars such as Smarties, Kit Kat or
Aero Bars. ALL TREATS SENT TO SCHOOL MUST HAVE A LABEL, PEANUT AND TREE NUT SAFE. As always, we encourage
the reading of labels to ensure the nut safety of any foods coming into the school. Throughout the year we will continue
to raise student and parent awareness on this issue in the interest of providing a safe school environment for all of our
children. Thank you in advance for your cooperation and continued support. ALLERGIES ARE LIFE THREATENING AND
WE ALL MUST BE AWARE!

ILLNESS/APPOINTMENTS

If you are aware of your child’s absence in advance, due to illness or a Doctor’s appointment, please call the school
between 4:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m. to report your child’s absence.
If your child gets sick at school a call will be made home for someone to pick up your child. Please remember we will not
send a sick child home unless accompanied by an adult.
PARENT CONFERENCE 2016

The 24th Annual Parent conference, “Weaving the Catholic Partnership” is scheduled to take place on Saturday,
November 5th, 7:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at Bishop Ryan Catholic Secondary School. Please plan to attend as the
networking and knowledge gained is beneficial to supporting our children.
PETS AT SCHOOL

We ask that you do not bring your pet on school property when you are picking up or dropping off a student. Please be
supportive and leave your pets at home. Thank you
PARENT VOLUNTEERS

We strive to make our school a welcoming and safe environment.
Knowing this, we need to set parameters around volunteering at our school. As a staff, we have decided on the following
procedures for volunteers:
1) Our school board and the Ministry of Education mandates that ALL volunteers have a valid police check. You can
ask at our office for a letter and take it to the central police department and they will conduct your police check.

2) IF you already have a police check, you must validate it every year. Mrs. Spatazzo in the office can give you the
form.
3) You have two choices (or both) once you are “registered” as a volunteer (Mrs. Spatazzo will inform
Smith our volunteer coordinator). You may:

Mrs.

a) Volunteer in a classroom – but not your child’s classroom (for obvious reasons). IF the teacher asks you to
volunteer (and you are on the volunteer list), you may help out for a short period of time in your child’s
classroom, but not on a regular basis.
b) Volunteer for a School Trip – If the classroom teacher needs volunteers, it will be included on your child’s trip
form. We do allow parents to volunteer for their child’s trip ONLY if the classroom teacher needs volunteers
MATHEMATICS HOMEWORK HELP
Parents of Grade 7 and 8 students ….Did you know??
The Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board, in partnership with the Ministry of Education, and the
Independent Learning Centre (ILC) is pleased to offer all Grades 7, 8, 9 and 10 - Mathematics students FREE online
Mathematics homework assistance.
Designed to enhance students’ learning skills and contribute to academic success in Mathematics, Homework Help offers
all registered users access to free real-time one-on-one Mathematics tutoring with an Ontario Certified Teacher from 5:30
p.m. to 9:30 p.m., Sunday through Thursday, and unlimited access to a variety of other learning supports. Homework Help
can be readily accessed via the link provided at http://ontario.ca/homeworkhelp, or directly at
http://homeworkhelp.ilc.org.

MAKING MATH FUN!

Making Math Fun at Home and in the Classroom
e-math+, a new online tool for Grade 3–6 has been created in partnership with Nelson Mathematics to connect math
learning in the classroom and at home. Your child in grades 3-6 has been registered and a package containing their login
information and information about the new tool has been sent home.
e-math+ has features designed specifically to help you understand the math lessons your child is learning and help you
assist your child to be successful: Understand current math language and teaching strategies
Nelson Mathematics textbooks
Be sure and take some time to review the tool with your child and to use it to reinforce math concepts and new
learning on line!

THE TERRY FOX RUN

St.Marguerite d'Youville raises awareness and funds for Terry Fox.
We are pleased to report that our community raised $500 for cancer research by participating in the Terry Fox Run last
month. Through participation, students learned about their responsibility to continue Terry’s mission and they had a
great time in doing so.
A special thank you is extended to the many Grade 8 students who demonstrated leadership at the various activities. It
was truly a great example of social justice and faith!
Thank you to Mrs. Zampini for spearheading this very worthwhile event.

OUTDOOR EQUIPMENT
A reminder to all parents and students about the Outdoor Equipment allowed on the yard: Students are allowed to play
with soft NERF like balls on the yard. Basketballs are only allowed at the basketball nets. Students are encouraged to
bring in their own soft Nerf like balls. We need to Be Responsible for equipment, Be Respectful and return the
equipment and Be Safe by playing only with the allowed equipment.
Remember to play safe!
AFTER SCHOOL LITERACY AND NUMERACY/HOMEWORK CLUB

Intermediate students are reminded to return their forms as soon as possible for this very worthwhile program. Grade 7
and 8 students are given the opportunity to get additional help, work on their homework on Mondays and Wednesdays
for one hour after school is dismissed. Tutor (Mr. Quaglia), will be available to assist our students. The program will start
on Wednesday, October 12th and will run through until the end of May if we have enough students interested. A note
was sent home to all intermediate students. Please fill it out and send it back with your child if you would like them to
participate. Thank you to our staff for providing this wonderful opportunity for our students.
WORLD EDUCATOR’S DAY

QUALITY EDUCATORS FOR QUALITY EDUCATION
On October 5, we join over one hundred countries in celebrating World Educator’s Day. Congratulations St. Marguerite
dYouville educators, for all that you do in working with our students to help them achieve their fullest potential. Your
compassion and commitment to academic excellence, spiritual and social development rooted in the Catholic faith is
greatly appreciated. Your dedicated service to our students, families and parish is instrumental in helping our students
achieve.
EQAO RESULTS

The chart below indicates St. Marguerite d’Youville School results and compares them to Provincial and Board levels
in all areas of reading, writing and mathematics. Congratulations to all staff and students for your efforts and
academic accomplishments. As always, we will be working with these results and examining instructional strategies
and available data in all areas during our staff collaborative inquiry sessions.
Grade 3
Reading
Writing
Math
Grade 6
Reading
Writing
Math

School
77%
77%
54%

Board
77%
82%
69%

Province
72%
74%
63%

78%
94%
41%

81%
84%
48%

81%
80%
50%

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITY DAYS

There will be no school on the following days for students. Staff members will be involved in professional development
on these days
Friday, November 4, 2016—P.A. Day
Friday, December 2, 2016—P.A. Day
Friday, January 27, 2017—P.A. Day
Friday, March 3, 2017—P.A. Day
Friday, June 9, 2017—P.A. Day
Friday, June 23, 2017—P.A. Day
ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL

School begins at 9:05 am and ends at 3:25 pm. Students should not arrive at the school before 8:50 am as this is when
supervision begins on the playground. No one will be permitted to enter the school before the 9:05 bell. Dropping off of
backpacks, projects, etc. will not be permitted unless authorized by the classroom teacher. No student should be found
in the hallways prior to the beginning of the school day.
HOMEWORK

Homework is an important part of a student’s education. It supports a family’s involvement in their education, promotes
academic excellence, and develops a sense of responsibility in the students.
It is often debated as to the amount of homework to be completed by students. Research supports the “Ten Minute
Rule” when assigning homework to students; that is, students can be assigned homework that increases at the rate of 10
minutes per grade, e.g. grade 3 receives a maximum of 30 minutes of homework per evening. (Cooper 2001)
Studying for tests is above and beyond assigned homework.
The parent’s role is one of guidance and encouragement. If a child is puzzled by an assignment, it is appropriate for a
parent to explain the instruction. It is also appropriate for a parent to encourage the child to begin his/her homework by
brainstorming ideas together, or by working on the first problem together. After that, it is time for the parent to back
away and allow the child to finish the work independently.

The following guidelines are designed to help parents provide appropriate guidance and encouragement for their children
when completing homework assignments:
* set a consistent time when homework will be done each evening
* provide a suitable environment for completing homework
* remove distractions
* be available to help your children with their homework
* talk to your children about what they are learning in school
* read together with younger children
* help your children learn organizational skills
* ensure that your children have the required materials to complete homework
* ensure a balance between homework and other activities
* encourage your children to help you with reading and writing activities (recipes, newspapers, shopping lists, letters,
thank you card, etc...)
* encourage your children to ask the teacher for help if they find the work difficult or confusing
* keep in touch with your children’s teacher, especially if your children are experiencing difficulties completing their
homework or if they are exceeding the “10 minute rule” on a regular basis
* monitor homework assignments and check that homework is completed utilizing your children’s school agenda books
* observe your children’s style of learning and try to understand how they work best (e.g., by using visual aids, by reading
material aloud or by manipulating materials)
* praise and encourage your children, often
* check and sign your children’s agendas daily

CONGRATULATIONS SEPTEMBER AWARD WINNERS

September Award Winners
Teacher’s Name

Christian Service
Award

Enthusiasm
Award

Excellence
Award

Healthy Habits
Award

Mrs. Simpson

Alessio R.

Nathan B.

Ava C.

Emilia H

Mrs. MirraAmmendolia

Denise M.

Maddison K

Laurelle O.

Joliet E.

Mrs. Racanelli

Oviya G.

Aaliyah J.

Isaac H.

Alexander N.

Mrs. Bellavia

Logan H.

Arianan P.

Yaser N.

Emma S.

Ms. Verrechhia

Olivara G.

Francis R.

Makayla R.

Rowan S.

Ms. Bilanzola

Chloe B.

Hailee H.

Dimitrios C.

Kyle B.

Mrs. Hunt

Olivia R.

Robert M.

Violet C.

Joey M.

Mr. Tittarelli

Kyler R.

Miguel S.

Ainara M.

Lauren O.

Mrs. Clement

Luca R.

Joey M.

Layla G.

Antonios C.

Mrs. Cowell

Marc L.

Celine A.

Daniel D.

Ella A.

Mrs. Krawesky

Brian C.

Thomas L.

Elisia M.

Mariam N.

Mrs. Zampini/
Miss Galvin
Mr. Morrison

Concetta G.

Isabella V.

Sephora O.

Giancarlo M.

Tristan T.

Jackson B.

Nevada L.

Solaf A.

Mr. Czerniga

Marvin K.

Jozo A.

Samantha D.

Daniel V.

Mrs. Reilly

Charisse P.

Samantha T.

Anthony S.

Rylan R.

Ms. Rivera

Gabrielle P.

Andrew C.

Sarah G.

Malia A.

Sahil N.

Amanda H.

Xavier S.

Tiago R.

Marcus D.

Cailyn W.

Stephen G.

Rylan P.

Philip F.

Rayah P.

Patrick W.

Alessia T.

Danielle O.

Marissa M.

Grace I.

Alexandra D.

Mr. Saranko
Mr. DiVitantonio
Mr. Quaglia
Mrs. Metcalfe

ST. MARGUERITE D’YOUVILLE CATHOLIC ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Where Faith and Knowledge Meet

J. Frappa ~ Principal

A. Zampini ~ Vice Principal
D. Quaglia ~ Principal Intern

OCTOBER NEWSLETTER DRAW

We have read the newsletter and would like to be included in the October Newsletter Draw.
Student(s) Name(s): ____________________________________________________________
Grade(s): ______________________

Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: __________________________________________________

OCTOBER 2015
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

3

4

Smart Commute
Week-Walk or Roll
to school

9

10

Thanksgiving
No School

11
Cross Country
Meet

Catholic
School Council
Meeting 6:30
in Learning
Commons

5

6

7 Thanksgiving

Walk or Roll to
School Block
Party
Wear yellow!
(Dress Down
Day)

Bus Patroller In
Service in AM

Food Drive Ends

12

13

8

Opening School
Mass 10:30 in
Gym

FDK Trip to
Dyment’s Farm

14
Feast of St.
Marguerite
Prayer Service in
Gym at 10:30 all
are invited to
attend
Pizza Day

15

16

17

Pilgrimage
Walk with
Christ:
Justice for the
Poor
114

Waste Free
Challenge
Week!

18

19

20

Me to We Day
Student Council
Reps will attend!

21

22

Pizza Day

Sub forms due
today!
Purple Day!
(Dress Down
Day)

Sub Forms
go home today!
DFS Canada
Fundraiser Due
Today

23

24

25

26

27

28
Pizza Day

Sub Day!

30

31 Pumpkin Prayer
Service
Halloween
Dance

29

